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Revisors’ Note
The title The Golden Book derives from the days preceding word processors, email, file uploading, and 21st Century
communication. The original compilation of information, now greatly expanded, was offset printed and bound into
gold colored, three-ring binders. Hence the name The Golden Book. Though some of the information became dated
the book, because of limited printing and the then significant costs of reproduction, took on a value similar to the
precious metal of its title. Those fortunate Brothers who possessed a copy guarded it dearly and tended to take it
with them to the grave. Consequently, and ironically considering the title, the book took on a mystery akin to the
Lost Dutchman Mine. It was much praised for the richness of its content; its loss was sadly mourned; its past
existence took on a near mystic quality.
The Revisors make no claim to superior knowledge or deeper insight. We are building on the work of our
predecessors. We have made changes consistent with amendments to the Constitution & Bylaws of the Grand
Lodge of South Dakota and as necessitated by accumulated modifications to the Work, the continual evolution of
tradition, and the realities of 21st Century technology, communication, and social practice.
It is the Revisors’ fervent wish that this 2020 edition of The Golden Book provide the basis for ongoing, regular
revisions, additions, and corrections – and a broad and widespread distribution of Masonic knowledge. We hope
The Golden Book does not again disappear, but remains an ongoing, living and evolving source of information for
all South Dakota Freemasons.

INTRODUCTION
Masonry is a 600 year old fraternity with a 3,000 year old tradition. It is the oldest, the largest
and the most widely known fraternal organization in the world. It is the prototype of most
modern fraternal societies and service organizations.
Masonic education has many facets to serve many purposes and no one book can cover them all.
This book is oriented to South Dakota and is intended to perform several functions. A review of
the Table of Contents on the immediately following page will clarify that intent.
The first sections contain general information including history and organization of the Craft.
A subsequent section of questions and answers is intended for the education of Lodge Officers
and Brothers to enable all of us to better understand from whence we came, our customs, and our
usages.
Therafter a section deals with questions which might be asked before, or when, a man requests a
petition. The paper A Preparatory Message is intended to be given to a candidate who has
petitioned for the degrees of Masonry but has not yet been initiated.
Separate sections for The Entered Apprentice, The Fellowcraft, and The Master Mason follow in
sequence. Each includes a paper to be reproduced and given to the candidate, an outline of
significant points related to the degree, and a series of questions and answers to assist the newly
made Brother’s mentor and instructor.
The papers A Preparatory Message, The Entered Apprentice, The Fellowcraft, and The Master
Mason are also separately set forth in Appendix II, all without footers and with separate
numbered pages, for ready duplication and distribution to candidates, and newly intiated, passed,
and raised Brothers, for their individual study.
Of course, all this material is suitable for use by Lodge Education Officers in developing their
programs. Every Mason can benefit from his own study of The Golden Book.
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A Masonic Overview
by Trevor W. McKeown,
Curator, Vancouver Masonic Library and Archives
[With South Dakota Adaptations for Consistency]
What is a Freemason? A man who has taken an obligation to make of himself the best he can, for
himself, his family, and his community.
What is Freemasonry? A fraternity designed to teach morality and ethics, and train good men to
make themselves of service to themselves, their families and their communities. Freemasonry is
not a religion, but it teaches its members to be active in their chosen faith. Freemasonry
subscribes to no partisan politics, but it teaches its members to be active in civic concerns.
Freemasonry is not a charity; although it promotes charity in its members — in North America,
Freemasons contribute some two and a half million dollars a day to operate children’s hospitals,
cancer clinics, burn wards, senior’s homes and other such facilities.
Membership, in North America, is restricted to men who have reached a specified age, usually 18
or 21 depending upon the jurisdiction, who are prepared to profess a belief in God. The
expression in some rituals is “freeborn, of mature age and under the tongue of good report”.
Some rituals include references to physical wholeness or fitness but few if any jurisdictions
enforce this exclusion in their Constitutions. Some jurisdictions also have a language or literacy
requirement. Of a candidate’s beliefs, only three questions are allowed: Do you believe in the
existence of a Supreme Being? Do you believe that the Supreme Being will punish vice and
reward virtue? Do you believe that Supreme Being has revealed His will to man? Of these three,
only the first must be answered in the affirmative, and in many jurisdictions it is the only one
asked.
First, a bit of history. Records strongly suggest a lineage to operative stonemasons’ lodges or
guilds of fourteenth century Scotland and an inner fraternity of the London Company of Masons.
The records of the Lodge of Edinburgh (Mary’s Chapel) show lawyer and writer, John Boswell
of Auchinleck, signing the minutes of a meeting held in 1600, although the first recorded
admission of a non-operative doesn’t occur until 1634. The oldest surviving Minute Book, dated
9 January 1598, is that of the Lodge of Aitchison’s Haven.
It has been theorized that their need to travel at a time when travel was uncommon required the
need to create a sense of community. This included means of identifying themselves and proving
their standing in the group, and a culture of mutual support. Whether operative and non-operative
lodges existed concurrently or if operative lodges slowly accepted non-operative members into
their ranks is still debatable. By the end of the seventeenth century most lodges were speculative,
not operative, and the ritual which involved the tools of stonemasonry as symbols was all that
remained. Other theories linking Freemasonry to the Knights Templar or Rosicrucians are
nothing more than that: theories.
Over the years, if not centuries, anti-masonic efforts have periodically waxed and waned. Most
attacks on the Craft have taken the position that any society claiming the right of privacy must be
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up to no good. The Masonic claim to equality, fraternity and liberty quickly put the Craft at odds
with the established churches when a requirement of membership, a belief in Deity, did not
require the definition of that Deity. At a time when no group could meet without permission of
church or state, the claim that freedom of association was a basic right was also dangerously
controversial. Masonry has been labeled atheistic and pagan since it removed Christian
references in its ritual at the Union of the Grand Lodges of England in 1813, and dangerously
radical because it would not support oppressive regimes. History shows that Freemasonry has
always been outlawed under totalitarian governments. Studies of the Craft by the Church of
England and the Southern Baptist Church, in the late twentieth century, concluded that it is
eccentric but neither dangerous nor in conflict with Christianity. Various Roman Catholic Popes
have published condemnations of Freemasonry, starting with Bull, In Eminenti, by Pope Clement
XII, on 28 April, 1738. Although Roman Catholic Canon Law does not specifically mention
Freemasonry, the Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith of the Roman Catholic
Church still views association as a serious sin.
Masonic writers over the years have tried to claim a venerable lineage, associating the Craft with
the Knights Templar, the Roman Colleges of Artificers, the Essenes, the Dionysian and
Eleusinian mystery schools, Mithraic mystery schools, King Solomon and, even more fantastical,
Noah and Adam. There are striking similarities between the rituals of Freemasonry and many
ancient mystery schools, at least those few parts that have survived. The ritual can be interpreted,
in part, as a reaffirmation of the immortality of the soul. Bring to the ritual what you may; a
belief in reincarnation or a commitment to participation in the progress of human endeavour,
there is a simple understanding that we are more than base clay — that we do not stand alone.
The history and philosophy of Freemasonry have been topics of much study, and more
information is available through this website and such publications as the Ars Quatuor
Coronatorum.
In the eighteenth and nineteenth century, many societies and fraternities were founded, claiming
Masonic association or authority. One in particular, the Illuminati of Bavaria was founded by
Adam Weishaupt in 1776. The Illuminati was not a Masonic body and it was quickly suppressed
by the government. Weishaupt founded his Order a year before he joined Freemasonry.
Conspiracy theorists see Weishaupt as the connection between Freemasonry and the Illuminati
which they view as the precursor of a powerful international elite bent on world domination. In
fact, Weishaupt had little or no influence on regular Freemasonry. In the nineteenth century many
Masonic writers and ritualists were also involved in theosophy and many occultists were
claiming Masonic affiliation.
Your average Freemason has no interest in theosophy, the occult or world domination. He does
have an interest in helping others and in making his community a better place; as a Scout leader,
a Block Parent, a Heart Fund volunteer or just a good neighbour.
What attracts a man to Freemasonry? Every man comes, of his own free will and accord, with his
own individual needs and interests. One man may join so that he can associate with other men
who believe that only by improving themselves can they hope to improve their society. Another
man may join because he is looking for a focus for his charitable inclinations. And yet another
may be attracted by a strong sense of history and tradition. Many join simply because they knew
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a friend or relative who was a Freemason and they admired that man’s way of living his life. All
who join and become active discover a bond of brotherly affection and a community of mutual
support; a practical extension of their own religious and philosophical beliefs.
Most North American Masonic lodges are composed of less than a hundred members of which
perhaps thirty are active and will come out regularly to the one or two meetings a month. One
meeting, run to a certain ritual which is not much more than a form of Robert’s Rules of Order, is
a business meeting to keep the membership apprised of the workings of the lodge: paying of
accounts, charitable works in progress, assistance to sick or distressed brethren, and the like. The
second monthly meeting is used for the conferring of degrees. Before an initiate receives a
degree, and takes an obligation of secrecy, he is assured that the mysteries are founded on the
purest principles of piety and virtue and that any vows are not inconsistent with his civil, moral
or religious duties.
Most lodges meet once or twice a month, others only four times a year. Many lodges also
organize socials, dances, outings, dinners and sporting events for their members and families.
Each lodge is warranted by a regional Grand Lodge. There are over 200 recognized Masonic
jurisdictions around the world and no central authority, although all can trace their history from
either the United Grand Lodge of England (or its precursor Grand Lodges), the Grand Lodge of
Scotland or the Grand Lodge of Ireland. They operate under a system of mutual recognition,
working within a loose set of Landmarks defining recognized Freemasonry.
Why are the rituals and ceremonies secret? Tradition, more than anything — there have been
times and places where promoting equality, freedom of thought or liberty of conscience was
dangerous. Also, a lesson that must be earned may have a greater impact. Most importantly
though is a question of perspective. Each aspect of the ritual has a meaning. Freemasonry has
been described as a system of morality, veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols. Such
characteristics as virtue, honor and mercy, such virtues as temperance, fortitude, prudence and
justice are empty clichés and hollow words unless presented within an ordered framework. The
lessons are not secret but the presentation is kept private to promote a clearer understanding in
good time.
It is also possible to view Masonic secrecy not as secrecy in and of itself, but rather as a symbol
of privacy and discretion. By not revealing Masonic secrets, or acknowledging the many
published exposures, freemasons demonstrate that they are men of discretion, worthy of
confidences, and that they place a high value on their word and bond.
But the true secrets of a freemason are not contained in the ritual. A freemason who is true to his
obligation will not reveal the modes of recognition, but they are not truly secret; this is
demonstrated by the number of exposures that have been published over the centuries. The
secrets of a freemason are those personal, private, and lawful, aspects of a man’s life that he may
choose to share with a brother, a brother who will keep those secrets. This is not secretiveness;
this is discretion. There is also that secret which is not kept secret but is only revealed to those
who realize the happiness that comes from living a good life.
The symbols have all been taken from stonemasons’ tools and endowed with certain meanings.
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The square “teaches us to regulate our lives and actions by the masonic rule and line, and so to
correct and harmonize our conduct as to render us acceptable to the Divine Being, from Whom
all goodness emanates...” The compasses “remind us of the Divine Being’s unerring and
impartial justice...”
Women are not allowed to join recognized Masonic lodges. By contemporary standards it may
not appear easy to justify this exclusion and most Freemasons would simply claim tradition. One
might justify this exclusion, in contemporary terms, as a form of male bonding; meeting a group
of like minded men from a broad social, economic and cultural background to practice a ritual
derived from those practiced hundreds of years ago. If Freemasonry is a power elite then women
could and should feel justifiable outrage at being excluded. Freemasonry’s goal, though, is not
the consolidation of power but rather the education of good men. The only real justification is
that Freemasonry actively promotes and teaches certain social freedoms, one of them being the
freedom of association. If Freemasons wish to associate in a male-only environment, then that is
their right and privilege as free citizens. No other justification or explanation is required.
These notes are only a small sample of information available through any Grand Lodge.
Attribution:
© 1871-2017 Grand Lodge of British Columbia and Yukon A.F. & A.M.
http://freemasonry.bcy.ca/texts/overview.html
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RELATIONSHIP OF MASONIC ORGANIZATIONS

Symbolic Lodge or Blue Lodge

Entered Apprentice
Fellowcraft
Master Mason
York Rite
Chapter of the Royal Arch
Council of Royal & Select Masters
Commandery of Knights Templar

Scottish Rite
Lodge of Perfection
Chapter of Rose Croix
Council of Kadosh
Consistory

Ancient Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine or Shriners
Job’s Daughters
A young women’s organization drawing membership from relatives of Master Masons.
Order of DeMolay
A young men’s organization sponsored by a Masonic body with a Masonic Advisory Council.
Order of Eastern Star
An independent order of female relatives of Master Masons and Master Masons.
There are many other organizations, membership in which is dependent on being a Mason or a
female relative.
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CHRONOLOGY OF MASONRY
The history of Masonry extends so far back into time that efforts to trace its beginning are
fruitless. No written records exist. Only here and there in ancient buildings and age-old writings
are contained clues of the antiquity of Masonry. Masons rather arbitrarily set the building of
King Solomon’s temple, 1012 B.C., as the beginning. This is probably due to the rather detailed
account of the building contained in the Bible and also the settings of our three degrees. To erect
a building of the magnitude of the Temple, there must have been experienced builders. The great
cathedral building period followed in later years. Masonic tradition is that a meeting of all
Masons in England was called in York, 926, where fifteen points and fifteen articles for the
government of the Craft were adopted.
In 1717 the first Grand Lodge was formed in London by four lodges then meeting in the city.
Shortly afterward, Grand Lodges were formed in Ireland and Scotland. As a restless civilization
moved westward, lodges were formed along the eastern coast of the New World, America. At the
close of the Revolutionary War, the thirteen colonies organized themselves, and the lodges in the
colonies formed themselves into Grand Lodges. Civilization moved westward. Grand Lodges in
the thirteen colonies began chartering lodges in western areas. As states were formed, charters
were granted to form Grand Lodges.
Roger S. Brown, P.G.M.
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THE HISTORY OF SOUTH DAKOTA FREEMASONRY

From History of South Dakota by Doane Robinson, Vol. I (1904), pages 512-515

Chapter LXXXIX.
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons.
Among the very first settlers of South Dakota were several Masons, and as early as 1862,
during the first session of the territorial legislature, consultation began looking to the
organization of a lodge, but the Indian troubles of that season suspended operations in that line
for a period. However, no sooner was safety to the community assured that the matter was again
taken up and Melancthon Hoyt, Episcopal missionary; John Hutchinson, secretary of Dakota
territory; Henry C. Ash, the pioneer hotel keeper, of Yankton; Nelson Miner, captain of Company
A, Dakota Volunteer Cavalry; Justus Townsend, physician, and auditor of Dakota territory;
Downer T. Bramble, legislator and pioneer merchant; G. N. Propper; James M. Allen, who was
secretary of the provisional government established at Sioux Falls, and Frank M. Ziebach,
founder of the Dakotan newspaper, petitioned for a dispensation to establish a lodge of the
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons at Yankton. The dispensation was duly granted and the lodge
instituted with the petitioners above named as charter members, the charter bearing date June 3,
1863. The lodge was called St. John’s, No. 166, of the jurisdiction of Iowa. For six years
thereafter it was the only lodge in the territory. The genealogy of Dakota Masonry is as follows:
From England to North Carolina, from North Carolina to Tennessee, from Tennessee to Missouri,
from Missouri to Iowa, from Iowa to Dakota territory, from Dakota territory to South Dakota.
The first officers of St. John’s lodge were as follows: Melanchton Hoyt, master; Downer T.
Bramble, senior warden; John Hutchinson, junior warden; George W. Kingsbury, treasurer;
Moses K. Armstrong, secretary; George N. Propper, senior deacon; F. M. Ziebach, junior deacon;
Thigh E. Wood, tyler.
The next lodge to be instituted in Dakota territory was Incense No. 257, of Vermilion,
chartered February 10, 1869. Alpheus G. Fuller, of Yankton, who had been elected delegate to
congress by the Sioux Falls provisional government in 1858, was the instituting officer. A year
later, April 16, 1870, Elk Point Lodge, No. 288, was instituted, with H. H. Blair as master; Elias
Hyde, senior warden; E. H. Webb, junior warden; P. E. Maynard, treasurer; John Lawrence
secretary; C. W. Beggs, senior deacon; J. A. Wallace, junior deacon; Eli B. Wixson, tyler. On
June 10th Minnehaha Lodge, No. 328, was chartered at Sioux Falls, with Thomas H. Brown, R.
C. Hawkins, E. Sharpe, T. Pomeroy, G. B. Sammons, W. H. Holt, J. H. Moulton, and George Hill
as charter members. On June 3, 1875, Silver Star Lodge, No. 345, was organized at Canton, and
W. H. Miller, Sr., M. W. Bailey, S. H. Stafford, Jr., W. M. Cuppett, D. H. Hawn and others were
charter members.
Delegates from these five lodges met in the hall of Elk Point Lodge on June 22, 1875.
These delegates were empowered to take such measures as were necessary in order to form a
grand lodge of Freemasons within and for the territory of Dakota. This convention adopted a
constitution and by-laws and elected officers for a grand lodge and petitioned the Iowa grand
lodge, to which they were still subject, for an organization. Pursuant to this action and petition
the Iowa grand lodge sent T. S. Parvin to Dakota and at Vermilion, on July 21, 1875, the grand
lodge of Dakota was duly instituted by Mr. Parvin in the old Baptist church.
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The delegates who met in the convention at Elk Point on June 22d and took the
preliminary steps toward the organization of the grand lodge of Dakota were as follows: St.
John’s Lodge No. 166. Yankton, George H. Hand, L. M. Purdy, F. J. DeWitt; Incense No. 257,
Vermilion, Horace J. Austin, A. H. Lathrop, Vernette E. Prentice; Elk Point No. 288, J. A.
Wallace, H. H. Blair, D. W. Hassen; Minnehaha No. 328, Thomas H. Brown, J. W. Callendar,
Richard I. Pettigrew; Silver Star No. 345, Canton, William H. Miller, Sr., Mark W. Bailey, S. H.
Stafford, Jr.
The first officers of the grand lodge were as follows: T. H. Brown, master; Mark W.
Bailey, secretary. The grand masters have been Henry H. Blair, 1876; George H. Hand, 1877 to
1880; Thomas H. Brown, 1881; Oscar S. Gifford, 1882 and 1883; John F. Schrader, 1884;
William Blatt, 1885 and 1886; Henry M. Wheeler, 1887; John Q. A. Braden, 1888; George V.
Ayers, 1889; Theodore D. Kanouse, 1890; George A. Johnston, 1891; Harvey J. Rice, 1892;
Richard C. McAllister, 1893; William C. Allen, 1894; Frederick H. Files, 1895; James Lewis,
1896; Albert W. Coe, 1897; J. G. Bullen, 1898; Louis G. Levoy, 1899; W. H. Roddle, 1900; John
A. Cleaver, 1901; Charles E. Hill, 1902; Frank A. Brown, 1903, and Byron P. Dague, 1904; Mark
W. Bailey was secretary for two years until his death, in 1877; W. E. Caton succeeded him for
one term and Charles T. McCoy was secretary from 1878 until 1893, when he was succeeded by
George A. Pettigrew, who still serves in that capacity.
The meetings of the grand lodge have been held as follows: 1875, Elk Point and
Vermilion; 1876, Yankton; 1877, Yankton; 1878, Sioux Falls; 1879, Yankton; 1880, Yankton;
1881, Sioux Falls; 1882, Watertown; 1883, Rapid City; 1884, Aberdeen; 1885, Fargo; 1886,
Bismarck; 1887, Huron; 1888, Deadwood; 1889, Mitchell; 1890, Madison; 1891, Watertown,
1892, Sioux Falls; 1893, Yankton; 1894, Hot Springs; 1895, Pierre; 1896, Huron; 1897, Mitchell;
1898, Sioux Falls; 1899, Yankton; 1900, Aberdeen; 1901, Sioux Falls; 1902, Huron; 1903,
Deadwood; 1904, Yankton. At the last report there were one hundred Blue Lodges in South
Dakota, having a total of 5,444 members.
The institution of the York Rites in Dakota territory date from 1885, when, on the 25th of
February, charters were issued to the following chapters: Yankton No. 1, Yankton; Sioux Falls
No. 2, Sioux Falls; Dakota No. 3, Deadwood; Siroc No. 4, Canton; Huron No. 10, Huron;
Watertown No. 12, Watertown; Aberdeen No. 14, Aberdeen; and on June 8th of that year
Mitchell No. 15, Mitchell; Denver No. 17, Arlington; Brookings No. 18, Brookings; Orient No.
19, Flandreau, and Redfield No. 20, Redfield, were chartered. It will be observed that the above
numbers do not run in regular order, this fact being due to the North Dakota chapters then in this
jurisdiction.
The grand chapter was organized at Sioux Falls, July 8, 1885, the first fourteen chapters
taking part in the organization. The meetings of the chapter since the first have been held at the
same place and approximate time as the grand lodge. The grand high priests have been as
follows: 1885 and 1886, William S. Pratt; 1887, Peter Picton; 1888, Collins D. Pratt; 1899, John
F. Schrader; 1890, John Davidson; 1892, Henry S. Williams; 1893, Park Davis; 1894, William J.
McMackin; 1893, Edward B. Bracy; 1894, Robert T. Sedam; 1895, Louis G. Levoy; 1896,
Harvey T. Rice; 1897, George V. Avers; 1898, Samuel J. Coyne; 1899, George A. West; 1900, B.
F. Ives: 1901, Martin G. Carlisle; 1902, Samuel J. Moore; 1903, Ed S. Ames; 1904, Samuel H.
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Jumper. The grand secretaries: Thomas T. Wilder, from organization until statehood, when the
jurisdiction was divided, and since that date George A. Pettigrew has held the position. There are
now twenty-nine chapters having at the last report 1,784 members.
The commandery preceded the chapter in this jurisdiction. There are now fourteen of
these bodies, the first of which is Dakota No. 1, organized at Deadwood August 19, 1880. The
grand commandery was organized at Sioux Falls on May 14, 1884, by Theodore S. Parvin, of
Iowa, under warrant of the grand commandery of the United States. The right eminent grand
commanders since organization have been: 1884, Samuel Roy; 1885, Levi B. French; 886,
Daniel S. Glidden; 1887, Marc A. Brewer; 1888, Joseph A. Colcord; 1889, William D. Stites;
1890, John F. Schrader; 1891, Samuel H. Jumper; 1892, George W. Burnside; 1893, George H.
Rathman; 1894, William J. McMackin; 1895, Frank A. Brown; 1896, J. J. Casselman; 1897,
Joseph T. Morrow; 1898 William T. Doolittle; 1899, George V. Ayers, 1900, E. W. Coughran;
1901, Morris H. Kelly; 1902, Ed S. Lorimer; 1903, Fred A. Spafford. Edwin E. Sage was the first
grand recorder, but was succeeded at the first election by Bruce M. Rowley,who held the office
from 1885 until 1892. William H. Holt then held it for two years, when, in 1895, he was
succeeded by George A. Pettigrew, who continues in the office.
For the history of the Scottish Rite bodies in South Dakota we are under obligation to T.
W. Taubman, of Aberdeen, who writes: “I have had some difficulty in gathering the authentic
history of the Rite in the territory of Dakota and the state of South Dakota. In 1874 Albert Pike,
the sovereign grand commander, attached Dakota territory to the state of Minnesota and placed
the same under the jurisdiction of A. T. C. Pearson, inspector general of that state, but it seems
that he did not do any work within the territory. On January 6, 1883, the territory was annexed to
Nebraska and was in charge of Robert C. Jordon, the inspector general of that state, but prior
thereto and on January 1, 1882, Arthur James Carrier, thirty-second degree, was appointed
deputy for the territory of Dakota. He did the first work within the territory and established
Alpha Lodge of Perfection No. I, in Yankton, on February 3, 1882, but I am informed that the
date of its charter was February 8th of that year.
“Brother William Blatt writes me that Brother Carrier was an Indian trader and boarded
with Mrs. Dawson on the southwest corner of Third and Linn streets in that city, where he
occupied the parlor and there communicated to him and several others whose names he was
unable to recall the degrees from the fourth to the fourteenth. who immediately thereafter applied
for a charter, bought nine hundred dollars worth of paraphernalia, and, in unison with the other
Masonic bodies, leased the west half of the present hall, remodeled it at great expense and began
work hopefully and energetically, but fearfully in debt. Brother Jordon inaugurated Mackey
Chapter, Rose Croix, in Yankton February 27, 1883, and Dr. D. Frank Etter was elected wise
master, and Brother Fleming writes me that John B. Dennis was appointed deputy for Brother
Jordon. About the last of July or the first of August of that year Brother Pike visited Yankton and
Sioux Falls and he states in his allocution for that year that Brother Dennis accompanied him for
the purpose of establishing bodies at Yankton and Sioux Falls. Brother Dennis was appointed
deputy for the supreme council for the southern part of Dakota April 25, 1884. Robert B. Bruce
Council of Kadosh No. 1 was not chartered until March 10, 1887, but I do not know by whom
nor when it was inaugurated, but find that it is mentioned as paying dues in 1886. Brother Rufus
E. Fleming, thirty-third degree, who had been deputy for the northern part of Dakota territory,
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was, on October 19, 1886, made an active inspector general for the entire territory, and Dr. Etter
was his deputy until his death. He was succeeded by Brother Blatt and he by Brother Beadle.
Oriental Consistory was chartered at the 1888 session of the supreme council and was instituted
by Brother Fleming, on December 10th of the same year, when George A. Archer was elected
master of Kadosh. When first chartered it was known as No. 2, but Occidental Consistory No. 1
at Sioux Falls having forfeited its charter in 1889, the supreme council authorized Oriental to be
known as No. 1, which it now is. Other bodies of the Rite which have been instituted in the state
are Webster Lodge of Perfection, June 13, 1887; Cyrus Lodge of Perfection, at Watertown,
August 1, 1887; Khurum Lodge of Perfection, at Sioux Falls, September 15, 1884; and Albert
Pike Chapter, Rose Croix, at Sioux Falls, September 15. 1884. At the session of the supreme
council in 1884 there was a petition for a consistory at Sioux Falls, but the same was rejected
because there was no council of Kadosh, but one was subsequently established. The application
for a consistory was again rejected in 1888, but a recess vote was taken and a charter granted and
a consistory at Sioux Falls inaugurated by Brother Fleming on either the day before or after the
one at Yankton. Their council of Kadosh was known as Cour DeLain No. 2 and was instituted by
Brother Fleming May 2, 1888. The lodge and chapter at Deadwood was constituted May 21,
1892, the council May 23, 1892, and the consistory October 20, 1892. A lodge of perfection was
located at Hot Springs in November, 1894; at Aberdeen a lodge and chapter was instituted April
6, 1894; the council February 21, 1895, and the consistory January 16 1896, and the Albert Pike
Lodge of Perfection at Eureka January 18, 1898, but the charters were never granted either to
Watertown, Hot Springs or Eureka and those at Sioux Falls were forfeited in 1892 or 1894, they
never having done any work. At the present time the total membership in the state in about eight
hundred.”
After the division of Dakota territory; North and South Dakota remained one jurisdiction,
under the supervision of Rufus Eberly Fleming, thirty-third degree, inspector general, until
October, 1899, when the supreme council divided the territory and made South Dakota a separate
jurisdiction and elected Edward Teare Taubman, thirty-third degree, of Aberdeen, the inspector
general for the state.
There are thirty-six chapters of the auxiliary Order of the Eastern Star in South Dakota.
The grand chapter was organized at Watertown July 10, 1889, delegates from the chapters at
Watertown, Flandreau, Webster, St. Lawrence, Aberdeen and Madison taking part in the
organization. The grand matrons have been: 1889 May H. Monks ; 1890, Florence M. Mudgett ;
1891, L. Leslie McBride; 1892, Lurancy W. Norton; 1893, Mary Brown; 1894 Sarah J. Clark;
1895, Hettie Downie; 1896, Fannie R. Roddle: 1897, Jennette E. Herreid; 1898, Jennie E.
Bradley; 1899, Jennie Shirk; 1900, Margaret V. Hitchcock; 1901, Eudora Z. Pettigrew; 1902,
Annie Marston; 1903, Eva G. Davison.Mrs. A. C. McAllister has been secretary from the
organization. At the last report there were 2,439 members
Magnificent temples for the Masonic bodies have been erected at Yankton, Aberdeen and
Deadwood. The Masonic bodies meeting at Chamberlain own a very commodious and well
arranged temple.
There are in South Dakota two temples of the dependent order of Ancient Arabic Order of
the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, El Riad Temple, at Sioux Falls, organized May 25,1888, and
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Naja Temple, at Deadwood, founded September 19, 1892. An application for a charter has been
made at Aberdeen for the establishment of a temple there.
Attribution:
This material was scanned, OCRed and edited by Maurice Krueger, mkrueger@iw.net. This file may be freely
copied by individuals and non-profit organizations for their private use. Any other use, including publication,
storage in a retrieval system, or transmission by electronic, mechanical, or other means requires the written approval
of the file’s author. This file is part of the SDGENWEB Archives. http://www.usgwarchives.net/sd/sdfiles.htm.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
The answers supplied to the following questions are consistent with the laws governing the
Grand Jurisdiction of South Dakota and may or may not be applicable to other Grand
Jurisdictions.
1.

Q.
Is Freemasonry a secret society?
A.
No, it is not. Members of a secret society keep hidden the fact that they belong to
it. Even the existence of such a society may be denied. Freemasonry is not a secret society, but
a society with secrets.
2.

Q.
A.

In whose custody is the Charter of a Lodge?
The Worshipful Master.

3.

Q.
Why is the Master called “Worshipful”?
A.
The word was “worchypful” in England some centuries ago and was used in
referring to someone who was worthy of great respect. It has the same meaning today when
applied to the Master of a Lodge.
4.

Q.
Why is the Master covered?
A.
In ancient times it was customary for the chief dignitary to remain seated while
others stood. He wore a crown or kept his head-piece on while those of lesser rank removed
theirs. It is a designation of rank.
5.

Q.
May any Master Mason in the Lodge be elected Worshipful Master?
A.
Yes, provided he is a member of the Lodge in which he is elected and has
previously been a duly installed Master or Warden in some legally chartered Lodge.
6.
Q.
May the Worshipful Master refuse to entertain a motion introduced, without
giving the Brethren an opportunity to discuss it?
A.
Yes. It is the Master’s prerogative to say of what may be brought before the
Lodge. However, the feelings of his fellows should be taken into consideration.
7.

Q.
May I make a motion for adjournment of the Lodge at a stated meeting?
A.
No. Only the Worshipful Master decides when a meeting shall terminate. A
Lodge can be closed, but never adjourned.
8.

Q.
Is it permissible to pass between the Altar and the East when the Lodge is open?
A.
No, except when participating in the conferring of degrees. This is as a courtesy
to the Master in order for the three Great Lights, which shine their eternal light and wisdom upon
the officer in the East, to help him govern the lodge.
9.

Q.
As a Master Mason, may I visit another American Lodge at any time?
A.
No. Only those which are recognized by the Grand Lodge of South Dakota.
Actually, it is the privilege of the Worshipful Master to grant or deny the admission of a visiting
Brother into his Lodge. There may be times when private matters concerning only the Lodge
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may be on the agenda and the presence of a strange Brother would be a disturbing factor. At
such a time the Master may feel it in the best interest of the Lodge to deny admission. Also it is
the right of any member of a Lodge to object to the visitation of one not a member. You will find
that except under most unusual circumstances you will be welcomed and made to feel at home.
10.

Q.
May I visit any Masonic Lodge in the world?
A.
No, only those which are recognized by the Grand Lodge of South Dakota. If you
plan a trip abroad and want to visit foreign Lodges, inquire of your Lodge’s Secretary whether or
not the Grand Lodge of South Dakota maintains fraternal relations with the Grand Bodies in the
countries concerned.
11.

Q.
May I vouch for a friend by telephone or by letter?
A.
No. The Lodge has no way of knowing that the man who presents himself for
admission is the one referred to over the phone or in the letter. You and the visiting Brother must
both be present at the Lodge, and you must previously have sat in Lodge with him before you
can vouch for him. Sitting in any other body of Masonry does not qualify you to vouch for him
in the Blue Lodge.
12.
Q.
If I enter the Lodge when it is at refreshment is it necessary to make the usual
salutation?
A.
Yes, to the Junior Warden. A Lodge, after it is opened, must be either at Labor or
Refreshment. Calling from Labor to Refreshment differs from closing. Besides the ceremony
being a quicker one, the Junior Warden assumes control of the craft. The symbol or badge of his
authority is that he disposes (erects) his column on his pedestal. Mackey says that the mythical
history of Masonry tells us that high twelve was the hour at the Temple of Solomon when the
Craft were permitted to suspend their Labor, which was resumed an hour later. In reference to
this a Lodge is at all times, symbolically, to be called from Labor to Refreshment at high twelve,
and be called back to Labor one hour after high twelve. When a Lodge is at Labor and a Brother
needs to enter or leave the lodge room he will approach the Altar and salute the Master, or upon
the Master’s order salute the Senior Warden since the Master is in charge of the craft when
Lodge is at Labor, and the Senior Warden assists him in this effort. Page 26 of the Masonic
Service Association book One Hundred One Questions About Freemasonry there is this question:
“Why do Brethren entering or leaving a Lodge salute the Master?” Here is some of what the
answer is; “Masons entering or leaving a Lodge salute the Master at the Altar if the Lodge is at
Labor – they salute the Junior Warden if the Lodge is at refreshment.” So, a Lodge of Masons is
either opened or it’s closed. If it is open it is either at Labor or Refreshment and salutes are
required unless the Master has ordered otherwise. When it is closed no salutes are necessary.
13.

Q.
May I tell how I intend to vote or how I voted at an election?
A.
No. To tell how you intend to vote could be construed as electioneering while to
tell how you cast your secret vote might lead to disharmony within the Lodge.
14.
Q.
station?
A.
the Lodge.

May I ask a Lodge Brother to vote for a certain individual for a given place or
No. “Electioneering”is forbidden as not conducive to the peace and harmony of
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15.
Q.
Does each officer in the line “step up” or advance one place or station
automatically each year?
A.
No. Advancement should be good for the Lodge, and no officer is assured of
automatic preferment each year.
16.
Q.
How many Master Masons must be present to open a Lodge and transact business
in this Jurisdiction?
A.
A minimum of seven.
17.

Q.
May I ask anyone to petition Freemasonry?
A.
Yes. In years past the Grand Lodge of South Dakota forbade asking anyone to
become a member of the Fraternity and was considered un-Masonic conduct. That rule no
longer exists. However, Brothers are cautioned to be selective and only suggest membership
petitions to those exemplary individuals of their acquaintance who they earnestly believe would
be positive additions to the Craft.
18.

Q.
A.

May I hold membership in two or more South Dakota Lodges at once?
Yes.

19.
Q.
May I hold membership in a South Dakota Lodge and also join a Lodge in
another Grand Jurisdiction?
A.
Yes. Where dual membership is permitted.
20.

Q.
When may a Master Mason ask for and be granted a demit?
A.
At any time providing his dues are paid; no charges are pending against him and
having “proved up.”
21.

Q.
What is a non-affiliated Mason?
A.
A Mason who has demitted from his Lodge and has not been accepted by another
Lodge for membership. A non-affiliated Mason may visit other Lodges for a period of one year
from the date of this demit and must either petition another Lodge for affiliation or contribute
dues to some chartered Lodge in this jurisdiction or he will lose all Masonic privileges, but still
subject to trial for Masonic offenses.
22.
Q.
If a petition is rejected, how long before the petitioner can (1) repetition the
Lodge? (2) Petition another Lodge?
A.
(1)
Six months. (2) See Section 4.77, Bylaws of the Grand Lodge of South
Dakota. No Lodge shall receive the petition of a candidate for the degrees of Masonry who has
been rejected by another Lodge without first obtaining the unanimous consent of the Lodge
which rejected him.
23.
Q.
What are the four types of punishment which may be meted out to one convicted
of un-Masonic conduct?
A.
(1)
Reprimand;
(2)
Suspension for a definite period of time; or
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(3)

Expulsion.

24.
Q.
If convicted in my Lodge of a Masonic offense, may I appeal the verdict and, if
so, to whom?
A.
You may appeal to the Grand Master, who will refer the matter to a a four man
commission to review the record and punishment imposed and render a final judgment which is
not subject to further review. Note that charges of a Masonic offense may be made and tried in a
Brother’s Lodge or may be made to the Grand Master and tried by a four man commission
appointed for that purpose. Either trial is conducted under the rules set forth in Article 5 of the
Bylaws of the Grand Lodge of South Dakota
25.

Q.
What is the Grand Lodge?
A.
The body governing Freemasonry within the state South Dakota. The Grand
Lodge consists of its officers, Past Grand Masters, and all other Past Elective Officers; the
Worshipful Masters and Wardens for the time being of the several chartered and constituted
Lodges under its jurisdiction, or their legally appointed proxies; the Secretary of each
Constituent Lodge, Past Masters who have served as a Worshipful Master of a Constituent Lodge
within this jurisdiction provided they are still a member of a Constituent Lodge within this
jurisdiction, each member of the Board of Custodians, eachTrustee, each District Master, each
member of the Board of General Activities, each member of the Commission on Masonic
Education, each member of a Standing Committee, and each member of a Special Committee
during their service on such committee. The Grand Lodge holds one stated Communication each
year, at which time it elects its officers, enacts legislation, and transacts whatever business may
properly come before it.
26.
Q.
What organizations and individuals are subject to the Constitution, Laws, rules,
and Regulations of the Grand Lodge of South Dakota.
A.
The Lodges and their members subordinate to the Grand Lodge of South Dakota,
members of other Grand Jurisdictions residing or sojourning in South Dakota, and all other
organizations, membership in which is predicated upon being a Mason; or any organization
which is in any way identified with the Masonic Fraternity.
27.

Q.
How many Grand Lodges are there in the United States?
A.
52. One for each state, plus the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico. Most
Lodges in Guam are chartered by the Grand Lodge of the Philippines.
28.

Q.
What is a clandestine Mason?
A.
A man belonging to an irregular or an unauthorized lodge not subordinate to any
Grand Lodge recognized by the Grand Lodge of South Dakota. Such a lodge and its members
are considered clandestine and fraternal intercourse with them by regular Masons is forbidden.
29.

Q.
How old is Masonry?
A.
No one knows for certain. Some early Masonic writers ascribed it literally to the
time of King Solomon’s Temple, and still others to the beginning of time; these were men who
were so intrigued with the idea of a truly ancient society that they allowed wishful thinking to
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take the place of known facts. We do find organizations of masons in the days of early Rome,
but these were Operative groups. The year 1717, when the Grand Lodge of England was formed,
is usually taken as the beginning of Speculative Masonry. In all probability the organization did
not take the form that we know it today until the near the middle of the eighteenth century.
30.

Q.
What is the origin of the “free” in Freemasonry?
A.
Some say it originally applied to Operative Masons who worked in freestone, an
easily carved stone found in certain parts of England. Others have said that Operative Masons,
because of their skill, were free to travel from one part of the country to another to work, rather
than remaining in one area. Still another explanation is that they were free of certain laws
imposed on other workmen. Any one of the explanations may be right, or possibly a
combination of all three.
31.

Q.
When did Masonry become transformed from Operative to Speculative?
A.
This was a continuing development which required many years to consummate.
After the Reformation in England, more and more non-Operatives asked for, and received,
membership in Operative Lodges. Gradually their numbers became greater and their influence
more powerful than the Operatives until finally they were the dominant factor in the Lodges.
When the Grand Lodge of England was formed in 1717, the Operatives were few in number and
eventually disappeared almost entirely from the new Speculative organization. The entire
transition period probably began around 1600 and ended more than a hundred years later.
32.

Q.
Is Freemasonry a religion, or can it take the place of religion?
A.
No, to both questions. “Religion” implies “a” religion, whereas Freemasonry is
completely nonsectarian, hence its universality. While Masonry is religious in nature, it does not
take the place of the religion a man finds in his church, synagogue, or other place of worship.
Freemasonry is devoid of dogma.
33.

Q.
Why is the Symbolic Lodge call the “Blue” Lodge?
A.
There are several explanations which are accepted. One is that as the Lodge is a
symbol of the world, then it is covered by the blue vault of heaven. Another is that blue has
since time immemorial been associated with truth and fidelity. Mackey points out another: That
the word “blue” in Hebrew is derived from a root meaning “perfection” and that this color was
thus adopted by Freemasonry as a natural association.
34.
Q.
Why was King Solomon’s Temple selected as one of the central symbols of
Freemasonry?
A.
King Solomon’s Temple was long noted as one of the most famous and
magnificent structures ever erected. Its appeal – from both the architectural and religious
standpoints – was irresistible to Operative and Speculative Masons. Operative Masons must
have revered the structure of its magnificence, while to Speculative Masons this architectural
perfection combined with its religious significance made it the logical symbol around which to
center the teachings of Freemasonry.
35.
Q.
Why do St. John the Baptist and St. John the Evangelist appear so prominently in
Freemasonry?
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A.
It was the custom of organizations of workmen in medieval times to adopt a
patron saint or saints. Operative Masons selected St. John the Baptist as their patron because of
his many virtues. It is believed that St. John the Evangelist was added as a second patron saint a
great many years later for the same reason, probably in the latter part of the sixteenth century.
36.

Q.
Why was the “Lodge of the Holy Sts. John” situated in Jerusalem?
A.
After Operative Masons had adopted the two Sts. John as patrons, with the
passing of time it was only natural that they should come to think of then as having been
Craftsmen. Since Craftsmen should have a Lodge, the most logical place for this theoretical
Lodge must be Jerusalem.
37.

Q.
What is a symbol?
A.
A tangible object used to express an intangible thought, idea, precept, etc.
Symbols are used extensively in Masonry because they dramatize and impress its lessons more
forcefully on the mind and heart of the candidate, and they require the candidate to think, explore
deeper meanings, and discover for himself the meaning behind the ritual.
38.

Q.
Why is perfection in Masonic ritual work regarded as important?
A.
For several reasons. One is to exempliy a perfect Lodge on the part of members
and Officers. Another is if slip shod work became the custom, within a relatively short time
ritual changes would be condoned; these in time would lead to still more laxity and the deletion
of some parts and the insertion of new material. Within a few years the Masonic ritual that we
know and love would be a thing of the past.
39.

Q.
What is the Rite of Destitution?
A.
The procedure which is used to impress on the candidate’s mind that in Masonry
no man is regarded for his worldly wealth or honor but for his internal qualifications.
40.

Q.
May a maimed or otherwise handicapped man be made a Mason?
A.
The Old Charges specified that apprentices must be sound in body – obviously
necessary in Operative Masonry because of the manual labor workmen of the mason’s trade had
to do. This was carried over into Speculative Masonry and for a long time no man with “maim
or defect” was accepted for membership. Gradually this strict rule has been relaxed. In some
jurisdictions it is left to the judgment of the Worshipful Master of each Lodge to determine
whether a proposed candidate is acceptable from the standpoint of physical defect.
41.

Q.
What is the meaning of the phrase: “For faith may be lost in sight”?
A.
To put our trust in anything which is invisible or beyond our comprehension we
must do so through the power of faith alone, as with Deity. But should that which we accept by
faith become a tangible reality – something which we can see – then faith is no longer necessary;
instead, we accept it upon the evidence of our senses.
42.

Q.
What is the meaning of the term “due guard” or “due garde”?
A.
It is customarily believed to be from the French phrase garde due which means
“God guard” (you), or “God guard” (me).

Grand Lodge of South Dakota

The Golden Book

Page 19

43.

Q.
What is the Rite of Discalceation?
A.
Discalceation was the custom among the ancient Hebrews of removing a shoe in
token of the conclusion of an agreement. (See the Book of Ruth where it is related that Boaz
plucked off his shoe to ratify a pact.) The removal of shoes also has a different meaning in the
Old Testament, signifying hat the ground on which one stood was holy. In Freemasonry
discalceation symbolizes the candidate’s agreement to be bound by the obligations and the duties
of Masonry.
44.

Q.
What is the Rite of Lustration?
A.
In many of the Ancient Mysteries the candidate was required to bathe in running
water, symbolizing his purification from the contamination of the profane world. While there is
no actual Rite of Lustration in the degrees of the Symbolic Lodge, instruction before the Entered
Apprentice Degree reminds the candidate that he should make his appearance for the degree
clean in both mind and body.
45.

Q.
Why the reference to the northeast corner?
A
In Operative Masonry the construction of a building was usually begun in that
corner. In beginning his Masonic career the Entered Apprentice is placed there to receive certain
instructions by which he is to be guided. As he stands there he is a symbol of the cornerstone on
which the future of the Masonic Fraternity will be built.
46.

Q.
How can there be such a thing as an “oblong square”?
A.
Originally the word “square” meant any figure whose four corners were formed
by right angles. Later the word changed to mean a figure as we know it, with four sides of equal
length and with the right-angled corners. An “oblong” square in days gone by meant what we
now term a rectangle.
47.

Q.
What is a libertine?
A.
The word as used Masonically has a different meaning than that ascribed to it
today. Masonically, a libertine is one who denies a belief in religious doctrine.
48.

Q.
What is meant by ears of corn?
A.
Many years ago “corn” referred to any grain – wheat, oats, corn, etc. and not
specifically to to corn, or maize, as found in the New World. The ears of corn referred to in the
Fellowcraft Degree are sheaves of wheat and symbolically allude to “plenty”.
49.

Q.
Is the word “waterford” or “waterfall”?
A.
It is used differently in different Jurisdictions. “Waterford” is used in South
Dakota. “Waterford” would seem the better, since it was at such passages of the Jordan that
Jephthah stationed his guards, marking the fords by suspending ears of corn (sheaves of wheat)
near them.
50.

Q.
At what age is dotage reached?
A.
At no specific time. It varies with the individual and may be at any age when
senility affects the clarity of the mind.
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51.

Q.
Why is the acacia an emblem of immortality?
A.
The acacia is the “shittah” wood referred to in the Old Testament. It has the
peculiar property of seeming to have everlasting life. Beams of the wood have been known to
put forth fresh sprouts. Thus it was easily established as a symbol for resurrection and life
eternal.
52.

Q.
What does geometry actually stand for in Freemasonry?
A.
All the great natural laws through which the power, the wisdom, and the goodness
of the Great Creator are made manifest to man.
53.

Q.
Whence came the names of the three ruffians?
A.
The name of the third ruffian was a name for stonecutters. In preparing the
Master Mason Degree, which did not make its appearance in Freemasonry until around 1725,
this name was adopted for one of the villains. To form the names of his brothers the final vowel
was changed so as to provide a similarity and thus convey the idea, ritualistically, that the men
were related.
54.

Q.
What is the meaning of the name “Abif”?
A.
The word “Abif” or “Abiv” is translated “my father” or “his father” – not
referring to the head of a family, but as a source of knowledge, or patriarch. The term is one of
respect and veneration, such as “Hiram, the father.”
55.

Q.
What are the “higher” degrees of Masonry?
A.
There are no “higher” degrees than those of Apprentice, Fellowcraft, and Master
Mason. Some degrees are numerically larger than the basic three, but to call them “higher is a
misnomer.
56.

Q.
What is the meaning of the letters “A.L.” used in Masonic dates?
A.
They stand for “Anno Lucis,” “In the year of Light.” According to ancient belief
the world was created 4,000 years B.C., at the moment God said, “Let there be light!” Following
this idea, Masonic documents are dated with the current date plus 4,000 years. Thus, A.D. 1958
becomes, Masonically, A.L. 5958.
57.

Q.
Why is the discussion of religion or politics forbidden in a Lodge of Freemasons?
A.
In the Constitutions of Anderson, published in 1723, it is said: “No private piques
or quarrels must be brought within the door of the Lodge, far less any quarrels about religion, or
nations, or State policy.” The injunction is based on the Old Constitutions which prohibited
contention of quarreling within the Lodge.
58.

Q.
What is a Dispensation?
A.
A written permission to do that which, without such permission, is forbidden by
the Constitution and Usages of the Order.
59.

Q.
What is the difference between “form,” “due form,” and “ample form”?
A.
When the Grand Master opens or closes the Grand Lodge or a Constituent Lodge
he is said to do so in “Ample Form.”
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When the Deputy Grand Master opens or closes the Grand Lodge he is said to do so in
“Due Form.”
When any other Grand Officer opens or closes the Grand Lodge they are said to do so in
“Form.”
When any Grand Officer, other than the Grand Master, the Worshipful Master, a Past
Master or a Warden opens or closes a Constituent Lodge they are said to do so in “Due Form.”
60.

Q.
A.

When are the feasts of the two Sts. John?
June 24 for St. John the Baptist; December 27 for St. John the Evangelist.

61.

Q.
What is the Regius Poem, or Halliwell Manuscript?
A.
The oldest known Masonic document is the Regius Poem, or Halliwell
Manuscript, as it is sometimes called in honor of its discoverer. It dates back to approximately
A.D. 1390. It is written in doggerel verse and is in Middle, or Chaucerian, English. It contains
the “Legend of the Craft” which takes Masonry (in theory) back to Egypt long before the days of
King Solomon’s Temple and tells later of the convention of Masons supposedly held at York,
England, in A.D. 926 under the sponsorship of King Athelstan. It is believed that the book is
copied from still older manuscripts, including “Instructions to a Parish Priest.” The book is still
in good condition and is now in the British Museum.
62.

Q.
A.
may it be!”

Whence came the familiar words, “So mote it be!”?
They are the last words of the Regius Poem and, of course, mean “Amen” or “So

63.
Q.
What is the meaning of the three dots ( .˙. ) in the triangular form which appear so
frequently in Masonry – for example, the M ( .˙. ) W ( .˙. ) Grand Lodge?
A.
According to Mackey and other Masonic authorities, they simply denote an
abbreviation and have no special significance.
64.
Q.
How should I wear my Masonic ring, with the points of the compasses pointing to
me or away from me?
A.
Wear it whichever way you wish. It has been said that if you want to let others
know your are a Mason, it should be worn with the points outward. If you want to remind
yourself that you are a Mason, they should point toward you.
65.

Q.
What is the difference between a cowan and an eavesdropper?
A.
Masonically, a cowan is one who approaches near enough to overhear but does so
accidentally. An eavesdropper is one who deliberately attempts to overhear. In Operative days a
cowan was one who was permitted to do elementary work in masonry but was not permitted to
learn the secrets necessary for skilled work. For example, he was allowed to build rough stone
walls up to a height of about thirty inches, but could not use mortar.
66.

Q.
Were Masons responsible for the Boston Tea Party?
A.
No one knows. Some writers have stated that they were and that the minutes of a
Boston Lodge mention that on the night in question the Lodge closed early because of poor
attendance.
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67.

Q.
What is a Lewis? A louveteau?
A.
The Lewis is a form of iron clamp by which heavy stones can be raised. In
English Freemasonry it is used as a symbol of strength. The son of a Mason is called a Lewis
because he is supposed to be the strength and support of his aging parent. In some instances in
the past a Lewis has been made a Mason before reaching legal age, according to some writers. A
louveteau – young wolf – is the French equivalent of a Lewis.
68.

Q.
A.

Who were the Gormogons?
An anti-Masonic group in the early days of Speculative Masonry.

69.

Q.
What was the Morgan Affair?
A.
This unhappy occurrence took place in 1826. William Morgan was a man whose
habits and character should have barred him automatically from becoming a Mason, but in some
way he became a member of the Fraternity. When he petitioned a Chapter of Royal Arch
Masons in Batavia, New York, and was rejected he swore to have revenge by publishing the
secrets of Freemasonry. He disappeared and it was claimed by Morgan’s friends that he had been
murdered by Masons. Despite the lack of evidence of such a crime, several Masons were sent to
jail for varying lengths of time and a storm of criticism arose against the Order, spreading rapidly
throughout the country. The Fraternity was badly affected, many lodges surrendering their
Charters. Membership dropped to a fraction of what it had been. Gradually the storm blew over.
Lodges reopened, and within twenty years the effects of the Morgan Affair were over.
70.

Q.
What is “Prince Hall Masonry”?
A.
Prince Hall, a native of Bridgetown, Barbados, West Indies, was freeborn on
September 12, 1748, the son of Thomas Prince Hall, an Englishman, and his mother, a free black
woman of French heritage. In 1765, at the age of 17, Hall worked for his passage on a ship to
Boston where he became a leatherworker. Eight years later he had acquired property and was
eligible to vote. On March 6, 1775, Hall, now a minister with a Methodist Church in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, joined fourteen other free blacks of Boston who all became Masons at British
Army Lodge, No. 58, then attached to one of General Thomas Gage’s regiments stationed in
Boston. Hall and the other newly initiated Masons were granted the authority to meet as a
separate lodge, to march in parades, and to bury their dead. They were not granted permission to
confer degrees or perform any other Masonic work. Nine years later on March 2, 1784, Hall
petitioned the Grand Lodge of England, asking for a warrant for a Charter that they had been
denied by the white Masons of Massachusetts. The warrant was approved and Hall established
the first lodge of African American Masons in North America known as African Lodge No. 459.
Although the status of the African American Masons improved, they were not considered a “full”
Masonic lodge until 1787 when Prince Hall received a charter from the Grand Lodge of England,
the mother of all Freemasonry. In 1787, African Lodge No. 459 became African Lodge No. 1
with Prince Hall as its leader. Also these Masons were now independent of the United Grand
Lodge of England. They created separate jurisdictions comprised of mostly African American
members. In 1791, the Prince Hall Grand Lodge was founded to govern the three then existing
black Masonic lodges with Prince Hall as its first Grand Master, a position he held until his death
in December 1807. Black Freemasonry evolved from the establishment of this Grand Lodge.
Due to prevalent racism and segregation in North America, it was impossible for African
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Americans to join most mainstream Masonic lodges until the late 20th Century. Until 1865 most
Prince Hall lodges were in the North but after the Civil War, black Masonry quickly spread
across the South, often led by Northern-born Masons who became active in Reconstruction
politics. During the years of Reconstruction and continuing to 1900, Prince Hall Masonry
remained a highly prestigious but small fraternity. By the early 20th century the membership
rapidly expanded, lessening its exclusivity. Although all Masonic Lodges today are theoretically
racially integrated, the unfortunate fact continues that several, poorly informed, Grand Lodges in
the southern United States still do not recognize Prince Hall Grand Lodge members as legitimate
Masons. Nonetheless the Prince Hall Masons include tens of thousands of black and some nonblack members throughout the United States, Canada, the Bahamas, and Liberia.
71.

Q.
A.

Is “Prince Hall Masonry” recognized in South Dakota?
Yes.

72.

What is a “moon” Lodge?
A.
In times when streets and roads were few, nonexistent, or extremely bad and
travel was by horse, horse and buggy, or on foot many Masonic Lodges set their meeting date at
the time of the full moon each month so that its light would aid members on their way to Lodge.
With the coming of modern transportation and artificial illumination for streets the dependence
on the moon for lighting disappeared. A few “moon” Lodges still exist, however to carry on the
tradition.
73.

Q.
What are Masonic “Landmarks”?
A.
According to the celebrated Masonic writer, Dr. Albert G. Mackey, they are “those
peculiar marks of distinction by which we are separated from the profane world and by which we
are enabled to designate our inheritance as the ‘Sons of Light’ . . .. The universal language and
the universal laws of Masonry are Landmarks, but not the local ceremonies, laws, and usages,
which vary in different countries.” Mackey lists twenty-five Landmarks. Others list fewer and
others more. The Grand Lodge of South Dakota lists twenty-five Landmarks.
74.
Q.
Why are Lodges in some Jurisdictions known as A.F.&A.M., in others as
F.&A.M.?
A.
From 1751 until 1813 there were two Grand Lodges in England, one called the
“Moderns” (actually the older of the two) and the other termed the “Ancients.” The latter used
the title Ancient Free & Accepted Masons (A.F. & A.M.). Charters to Lodges in the United
States were issued by each body and hence the differentiations. Twenty-four Grand Jurisdictions
in the United States use A.F. & A.M., twenty-five use F. & A.M. One, South Carolina, uses
A.F.M. The District of Columbia uses F.A.A.M. The Grand Lodge of Puerto Rico does not
indicate if it is Ancient or Modern.
75.

Q.
What is “making a Mason at sight”?
A.
“The power to initiate, pass, and raise candidates by the Grand Master . . . in an
occasional Lodge specially convened by him and consisting of such Master Masons as he may
call together for that purpose only, the Lodge ceasing to exist as soon as the initiation, passing, or
raising has been accomplished and the Brethren have been dismissed by the Grand Master.”
(Mackey)
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76.

Q.
When can I petition another Masonic body for membership?
A.
Only after you have passed an examination on the Master Mason degree. Bylaws
of the Grand Lodge of South Dakota, Section 4.124.
77.

Q.
Who were the Quatuor Coronati?
A.
These were the Four Crowned Martyrs, and the story is one of the legends of
Operative Masonry. In one version, these were four skilled workmen who were Christians living
in the third century A.D. They were employed by the Roman Emperor Diocletian. When they
refused to erect a statue to a pagan god they were sealed alive in lead coffins and thrown into the
River Tiber. Haloes were said to have arisen above their bodies. Various guilds adopted them as
their patrons, but English Masons did not recognize them as part of their tradition until the latter
part of the fifteenth century. The oldest Masonic research Lodge takes its name from them Quatuor Coronati Lodge No. 2076 of London.
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BOOKLET
MASONRY, AN INTRODUCTION, A PREPARATORY MESSAGE

MASONRY
AN INTRODUCTION

A Preparatory Message 1

GRAND LODGE A.F.& A.M. OF SOUTH DAKOTA

This booklet is given to you in order that you gain some understanding of the structure and
purpose of Masonry prior to your entrance therein.
It is important that you learn these things in advance, since your appreciation of what you are
about to receive will be far greater because of your having acquired this knowledge.
Another booklet will be given to you after each of the three degrees.
These will be like what you have seen and heard, and will likewise be important to your
understanding or reveal to you your own proper place in the Fraternity.
All of these booklets call for and deserve your careful study.

A 2020 revision of Masonry, An Introduction Printed in Four Booklets. First printing 1948. Second printing 1966.
Third printing 1970. All by the then “Board of General Activities” consisting of Roger S. Brown (PGM) (130) and
Amerigo Raimondi (130).
1
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FOREWORD
This booklet was originally prepared in the belief that an urgent need existed for a more
comprehensive method of preliminary instruction of the candidate; that such instruction should
begin prior to his initiation, and should continue throughout the course of the degrees, clarifying
that which may have been obscure, emphasizing the significance of what he has seen and heard,
and giving him a mental picture of the structure and purpose of Masonry. It is believed that the
candidate is entitled to this, and that with such instruction he will become a more intelligent,
appreciative and useful member of the Craft earlier in his career than would be possible without
such instruction. That need and belief has not disappeared; it is as necessary now as before.
This is called “An Introduction” advisedly, for it makes no pretense of attempting anything
beyond an introduction of the candidate to Masonry. It is to be admitted that you and
Freemasonry are practically strangers to each other. But you are no longer a stranger, even
though you are going on a strange journey, for it is the definite responsibility of the Craft, your
friends and brothers, to indicate the sign posts and landmarks by which you may be guided. You
are about to encounter a deluge of new and strange material and it is the purpose of this course to
assist in your assimilation thereof.
One purpose of this course is to make you realize that you are to become a member of an
institution which has existed from time immemorial, a fraternity that is universal in its scope and
whose members are computed in the millions; that while it involves ritual, ceremony, laws,
regulations, and edicts it is not merely a rite to rehearse: Freemasonry is a life to be lived.
A SHORT HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY
In the book of human history Freemasonry has a chapter of its own. When you become a
member of this lodge it is a chapter you will wish to read, as much for its own fascination as for
the light it will throw upon your path as you progress in Masonry. A little of that story will enable
you to better understand your upcoming three steps of initiation.
In all ages and all lands men have formed secret societies, made use of ceremonies of initiation,
employed symbols, emblems, and means of recognition. When Freemasonry came into existence,
nobody knows how many centuries ago, it inherited much from such societies. Along your path
of initiation you will encounter ancient rites and symbols sacred to us partly because of their
great antiquity.
The oldest existing written record of our Craft, a manuscript written by some unknown brother in
England about 1390, is known as the Regius Manuscript. The document itself, known to be
copied from one much earlier, shows that even then Freemasonry was very old.
At the time this document was written nearly all Freemasons were Operatives. Evidence
indicates that “Freemasons” were those builders of a superior skill who designed, supervised and
erected the great cathedrals and other marvelous structures. Operative Freemasons designed the
buildings; dressed the stones from the quarries and laid them in the walls; set up arches, pillars,
columns, and buttresses; laid the floor and built the roof; carved the decorations; made and fitted

Grand Lodge of South Dakota

The Golden Book

Page 27

the stained-glass windows into place; and produced much of the sculpture. Their work was
difficult, called for a high degree of skill and genius, and required much knowledge of
mechanics,geometry, and stone masonry. They were among the great artists of the Middle Ages.
When a number of Freemasons worked together on a building over a period of years they would
organize one or more lodges; which might meet in a temporary building or in one of the rooms of
the uncompleted structure. Such a lodge was governed by a Master assisted by Wardens; it had a
Secretary to keep its books, a Treasurer to keep and to disburse its funds, a charity chest from
which to dispense relief to the members in distress, and to their widows and orphans; it met in
regular communication, divided its membership into grades, and admitted members by initiation.
It was in many essentials what a Masonic lodge is today.
Completing their work in one community the Freemasons would move to another, setting up
their lodges wherever they worked. Other types of workers were compelled by law to live and
work in the same community year in and year out and under local restrictions. A number of
Masonic historians believe that they were free from such restrictions and therefore the Gothic
builders were called “Freemasons.”
Such was the Fraternity in its Operative period; as such it flourished for generations. Then came
a great change in its fortunes. Euclid’s geometry was rediscovered and published, thereby
revealing many of the Mason’s trade secrets. The Reformation came and among others the
Gothic and Romanesque styles of architecture began to die out. Social and religious conditions
underwent a revolution; these and other factors made it difficult for Operatives to follow their
trade and brought about a decline in the Craft. As a result, during the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries Freemasons became so few in number that only a small Lodge here and there clung to a
precarious existence.
At some period in the dim and distant past Freemasons began to accept non-Operative members.
Gentlemen with no intention of becoming builders, for social reasons, or from interest in the
Craft’s ancient customs, were received as “Accepted Masons.” At first there were few of these,
but as time passed their number increased until by the early part of the eighteenth century they
were more influential.
The Craft then took a step destined to revolutionize it and to set it on a path of power and
magnitude. On St. John the Baptist’s day, June 24, 1717, four old lodges of London and
Westminister met in London and organized a Grand Lodge. On the same day selected their first
Grand Master, Anthony Sayer.
Within a few years the Craft had completed the transformation of an operative body into a
Speculative Fraternity (by “Speculative” is meant Masonry in a moral, or symbolical, sense as
you will learn more fully in the Fellowcraft Degree); they organized their ceremonies of
initiation into the three degrees of Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft, and Master Mason; collected
and collated the old Masonic manuscripts known as the York Constitutions: and codified them
into the first book of Constitutions. Very soon thereafter it was chartering Lodges in many
countries, including the American colonies, to take care of the Fraternity’s rapidly increasing
membership. Growth rapidly increased shortly after the organization of the London Grand
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Lodge,the first or Premier Grand Lodge, though it is questionable if the Grand Lodge at York,
England, might have a prior claim. In 1751 another Grand Lodge was organized in England;
prior to that Grand Lodges had been set up in Scotland, Ireland, and on the continent.
American lodges, of which the earliest with authentic historical records was called “The First
Lodge at Boston” (1733), were under the charge of Provincial Grand Lodges. Provincial Grand
Lodges were ruled by Provincial Grand Masters appointed by the Grand Lodges of England,
Scotland, and Ireland. Undoubtedly other lodges were formed in other places at earlier dates, but
we have no authentic records of the times and places.
After the Revolution one after another of the American Grand Lodges became sovereign and
independent. At that time the advisability of organizing one Grand Lodge for the whole United
States was discussed. The Craft in its wisdom abandoned the scheme and the plan of having an
independent Grand Lodge for each state prevailed.
As the years passed one Grand Lodge was organized in each state, sovereign within its own
limits, no other Grand Lodge having any right to control Masonic affairs within that state. Today
in the United States there are fifty two Grand Lodges, one for each state and one for the District
of Columbia and one for Puerto Rico. Most Lodges in Guam are chartered under the Grand
Lodge of the Philippines.
Speculative Freemasonry did not spring fully formed out of nothing in 1717. It came as a gradual
expansion of Operative Masonry. Through a fairly unbroken line we can trace our lineage back
to those builders of the early Middle Ages. We, too, are Masons. Except rather than erecting
material buildings we build spiritual temples in the hearts and minds of men. Operative Masons’
tools have transformed into emblems of moral and spiritual rules and forces. Operatives’
practices and secrets we have embodied in the Royal Art of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth;
their rituals - mellowed, enriched, and made more beautiful with the passing of time - we employ
in the entering, passing and raising of our candidates. All that was living and permanent in their
Craft we have preserved to use in our Craft, all on behalf of good will, kindliness, charity and
brotherhood among men.
Such is our heritage, and, as you enter into it, you will discover it inexhaustible in its interest,
life-long in its appeal, a power in your life to enrich, to ennoble, and to inspire.
LODGE ORGANIZATION
You have been elected to receive the degrees of Masonry. In due course you will become a
member of this lodge. It will be of assistance to you to learn how a lodge is organized. Much
about a lodge is secret to be learned only through initiation; what is now told you is written in
our Grand Lodge literature.
A lodge is an organization of seven or more Master Masons duly assembled, with the Holy Bible,
Square and Compasses and a charter or warrant empowering them to work. A chartered lodge
may confer the three degrees of Masonry and carry on such activities as are necessary to its
proper administration.
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Authority is conferred by a Charter issued by a Grand Lodge. You will later be shown the
Charter of our own lodge. It was issued to us by our Grand Lodge, Ancient, Free, and Accepted
Masons.
A lodge may retain its Charter only so long as it obeys the laws of the Grand Lodge and works
according to the traditions and ancient usages and customs of the Masonic Fraternity.
Each lodge may make Masons only of such elected petitioners as live within its jurisdiction. If
there is only one lodge in a city, then all persons residing nearer to it than to any other lodge
must petition it for the degrees; if there is more than one lodge those lodges have concurrent
jurisdiction; that is, a petitioner may make his choice among them. A lodge is governed by the
Grand Lodge according to laws laid down in the Grand Lodge Constitution and Bylaws, the
whole of which comprise the Masonic Code. Local regulations and rules of self government are
embodied in the local lodge’s own bylaws, a copy of which you will be required to sign when
you become a member.
Each lodge in this jurisdiction has at least ten officers, five of whom are chosen by ballot. Those
are the Worshipful Master, Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Treasurer, and Secretary. They are
elected annually. Prior to the installation, the Master-elect makes his appointment of additional
officers. These include Senior and Junior Deacons, Senior and Junior Stewards, and Tyler, and
may also include Chaplain, Marshal, and Trustees.
The presiding executive of the lodge is the Brother elected from time to time as Worshipful
Master. This term may sound strange to you but you will learn, as you progress, that it is
singularly accurate. “Worshipful” means “worthy of honor” and indicates that the Master is
entitled to the honor and respect of every member of his Lodge. He is, in fact, the Master and as
such he is endowed with broad powers. He has the power and authority to convene his Lodge for
either Stated or Special Communications, to see that the duties of the officers of the Lodge are
faithfully performed; to discharge the executive functions of the Lodge; to remove any appointed
officer for cause; and to see that all brothers in distress receive proper fraternal care. The Master
is indeed the master of his Lodge, its chief executive, its head, vested with great authority, and
entrusted with great powers. There should be nothing arbitrary in his use of such powers and
authority as they are defined and regulated by Masonic law and by ancient custom.
The Senior Warden is the second ranking officer and the Junior Warden is the third. In the event
of the death or the absence of the Master from the jurisdiction, either temporarily or permanently,
or his inability for any reason to serve, or in the event of a vacancy from any other cause in his
office, the Senior Warden and Junior Warden, in order, will succeed to the Master’s duties and
prerogatives, except to install officers. The Wardens have other duties which you will learn about
at another time.
In addition to its officers a Lodge has various standing and special committees.
The meetings of the Lodge are called “Communications” and are of three kinds. Stated (or
Regular), Special, and Festival. Stated Communications are held at regular intervals on dates set
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by the bylaws of the Lodge. Special Communications convene at the will and pleasure of the
Worshipful Master. Festival Communications for social intercourse and pleasure may be called
by a vote of the Lodge at all suitable times and places, observing therein the teachings and
welfare of the institution.
Before receiving the degrees a petitioner must pay an initiation fee as fixed by the Lodge bylaws
subject to the limitations of the Grand Lodge bylaws. When a petitioner becomes a member he
must pay annual dues, also fixed in the bylaws. These fees and dues comprise the principal
sources of income of a Lodge, though the Lodge may also receive income from endowments and
other sources. For each candidate initiated the Lodge must pay a fee to the Grand Lodge. For
each member it must also pay the annual Grand Lodge dues, or per capita, except as otherwise
provided by the Masonic Code.
In brief outline and to the extent to which you can now understand it such is the machinery and
form or organization of a Masonic lodge. It conveys only a hint of the rich life and manifold
activities of lodge as known to fully initiated, passed, and raised members.
Each year a Grand Lodge Communication is held and is presided over by officers substantially
the same as those just enumerated. Members of the Grand Lodge include its officers, members of
various committees, Masters and Wardens of all constituent lodges, Past Masters of constitutent
Lodges, and all Past Elective Grand Officers, so long as they remain members of a lodge in this
jurisdiction. Here the reports of the various departments are given and reveal a cross section of
Masonry. Here, too, such amendments to the whole of the Masonic Code, Bylaws, and
Constitution as seem desirable for the betterment of the Craft are considered. It is hoped you will
become, in time and directly or indirectly, vitally concerned in the entire machinery of the local
and Grand Lodge operation. Why? Because any Master Mason may attend Grand Lodge
Communications.
DUTIES AND PRIVILEGES OF LODGE MEMBERSHIP
In petitioning for the Degrees of Masonry your presumed desire was to become a member of the
order that you might enjoy the fraternal fellowship of the brethren and that you might be
serviceable to your fellowmen. It will be helpful to you to have some advance conception of
what lodge membership implies. This subject may as yet be explained but partially; although
there is much that you can and should understand at the start of your journey.
You will become a member by receiving the three degrees. You will become entitled to all the
rights and privileges of membership by proving your proficiency in each degree. By taking the
obligations of the degrees and by signing the bylaws you enter into a contractual relationship
with the Lodge. You bind yourself to perform certain duties and the Lodge binds itself to protect
you in certain rights and privileges.
One of your first duties will be loyalty to the Fraternity and to your superior officers and
obedience to the laws. This is a fundamental requirement.
It will be your duty to pay, regularly and promptly, such dues as your Lodge may establish. No
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option is given; to do such is a necessary condition of membership. It will be your duty, as your
conscience shall guide and your means permit, to do your share in maintaining the charities of
the Lodge and to stand ready to lend a helping hand to a Brother Mason in distress. If you are
present at a communication of the Lodge when a ballot is taken on a petition for initiation,
advancement, affiliation, or reinstatement, you must vote unless excused by the Lodge. This is
only another way of saying that the responsibility for deciding Masonic membership rests on
each and every member. To cast a vote is not merely a right or privilege to be exercised on
choice, but a duty.
It will be your duty to attend the communications of your Lodge, to join in its deliberations and
decisions, and to assist in discharging its responsibilities. You are not required or even expected
to attend if by so doing it works an unnecessary hardship on yourself or your family, but
otherwise your attendance is expected.
If the Master, acting according to the provisions of the Grand Lodge Constitution and Bylaws,
issues a summons to you to attend a Communication of the Lodge for some special purpose, or to
discharge some duty required of you as a Mason, it will be your duty to obey the summons,
unless the circumstances render obedience impossible. Such duties are inherent in membership in
this Lodge; others will be made clear to you as you progress in Masonry. In many fundamental
respects a lodge differs from any other organization; membership is not a mere gesture of honor,
nor an idle privilege, with duties and obligations to be laid down or taken up at pleasure. A
member should not stand outside in idleness until he has opportunity to secure something from it
for his own selfish advantage, or evade his responsibilities by shifting his duties to more willing
shoulders. The Mystic Tie by which he is bound to his fellows has in it a strand of steel.
Certain rights and privileges accompany these duties and are equally maintained and made
secure by the Fraternity.
As a member of a Lodge you will be eligible to any office in it, except that no member can
become Worshipful Master unless he has previously served as an installed Master or Warden in
some legally chartered Lodge.
You will have the right to join in our public processions, a privilege carefully guarded and
protected by our laws, since to join in such is to identify oneself with the Fraternity.
As a Master Mason in good standing, after you have passed your proficiency examination on the
Lecture of the Third Degree, you will be entitled to additional rights and privileges which, in due
time, will be explained to you.
In case of death you will be entitled to Masonic burial, a privilege to be valued over and above
its public recognition of your standing.
In all communications of the lodge you will have a voice in its discussions and a vote on
questions decided by the Lodge. Neither in Lodge nor in Grand Lodge is there taxation without
representation, nor is any Masonic officer permitted to exercise arbitrary or unreasonable
authority.
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The Lodge and Grand Lodge give many services and extend many opportunities for
entertainment, good fellowship and educational advantages; as a Mason you will have the
privilege of enjoying these equally with all others of your fellow members.
When among strangers you will possess certain modes of recognition by which to prove yourself
to another Mason and to exact similar proof from him, thereby enabling you to establish
Fraternal relations with men who otherwise “must have remained at a perpetual distance.” To
know that wherever you may go you will find Brothers ready to extend the hand of fellowship,
men whom you have never met but who already stand bound to you by the Mystic Tie, is one of
the greatest of all the privileges of membership.
These duties, rights, and privileges of Masonic membership are not exhaustive. We have just
touched the perimeter range of a great theme, but it is our hope that, with such light as has been
given you, you will go forward with a livelier, keener understanding of what Masonry can mean
to you and also of what you may mean to it.
QUALIFICATIONS OF A CANDIDATE
You will recall that the application which you signed, as your initial step in Masonry, contained
the following: “I hereby apply for initiation into the degrees of Masonry. In support of my
application I submit the following statement of my qualifications which, upon my honor, I
declare to be correct.”
Then followed many questions which were searching, but were not impertinent. Your final
statement was: “So far as I am advised, there is no physical, legal, moral or financial reason why
I should not be a Mason.”
When your signed application was delivered the matter was out of your hands. The Lodge
appointed a committee to ascertain if you were worthy to become a Mason. The committee
reported and you were elected by a unanimous ballot to receive the Degrees of Masonry.
Inasmuch as the ballot box indicated that you possessed the essential qualifications, you may
question the need of any further consideration of the subject. However, as this is the portrait of a
Mason, it is vital that you grasp its full significance.
We are glad to tell you that the bylaws of this Grand Lodge prescribe certain physical, mental,
social and moral qualifications of a candidate. It is required that
every candidate for the Degrees of Masonry must:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Be a man free-born and of lawful age;
Have the human senses, especially those of hearing, seeing and feeling;
Believe in the existence of God as the Grand Architect of the Universe;
Be of mental worth and have a record of a moral and upright life;
Be able to pay the fees in cash from his own funds;
Possess the ability to earn a livelihood;
Be a man of mature age, of good report, hale and sound;

Grand Lodge of South Dakota

The Golden Book

Page 33

•
•

Be able to read and write in English; and
Not be under sentence or judgment for violation of any law of the land, involving moral
turpitude.

Thus far you have been told of the qualifications of a candidate, and now it may not be amiss to
say a few words concerning the Fraternity to which you have applied to for membership.
Freemasonry is an organized society of men, symbolically applying the principle of operative
masonry and architecture to the science and art of character building. Its purpose is to make men,
to build character, to bind men together in the bonds of brotherly love and friendship. So
imperious are the ideals of the Fraternity that to think of a Mason as not devoted to integrity and
rectitude of character is a contradiction of terms. However, if you give nothing to the institution
you will receive little from it, your character is developed far more by rendering service than by
receiving. Unless you are prepared to give the Fraternity your steady and undivided loyalty, it
were better that you remain outside its ranks. You may say that we are insisting on this in
advance of your full knowledge of its significance but this is fully compensated by the fact that
we are likewise assuming much in your behalf, and are prepared to admit our obligation to you in
advance of actual fraternal association. If we have made no error in our acceptance of you, we
have no doubt that the principles of the Order will deserve not only your loyalty, but your active
and sincere cooperation in furthering the interests of Masonry.
You are now about to receive the First Degree. You will be taken to a place adjacent to the
lodgeroom, called the ‘‘preparatory room” and an officer of the Lodge will ask you these two
questions which you will be required to answer unequivocally:
‘‘Do you seriously declare that, unbiased by friends and uninfluenced by mercenary motives,
you freely and voluntarily offer yourself a candidate for the mysteries of Masonry?”
and
“That you are prompted to solicit the privileges of Masonry by a favorable opinion of the
Institution, a desire for knowledge, and a sincere wish to be serviceable to your fellow
creatures, and that you cheerfully conform to all the ancient, established usages and customs
of the Fraternity?”
As you sit in that little room, quietly awaiting further proceedings, we earnestly hope you will
recall the few sentences which now follow - they may mean untold pleasure and profit or untold
disappointment to you in your Masonic life.
There is not a word spoken or an action performed which can hurt your dignity or your feelings.
There is no torture, physical or mental, to degrade you or Freemasonry. Be assured there is
nothing of a light or trifling character in any of the Degrees of Masonry. There is profound
significance to every part of the ceremony. You should interpret for yourself, so far as possible,
what you hear and witness. If you go through the ritual of initiation, passing or raising
wondering if “something is going to happen” you will miss the significance of what should be a
great and ennobling experience. The part you will play as a candidate is symbolic and intended
to make a deep and lasting impression of fundamental truths, the full understanding of which will
make you a better man, eventually a truly GOOD man.
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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS FOR PROSPECTIVE CANDIDATES
AND
INVESTIGATING THE NEWLY PETITIONING CANDIDATE
Reference Should Also be Made to
Guidelines for Candidate Investigation Committees
Linked in Appendix I as available on the Grand Lodge Website
The following dialogue is composed of questions asked during a poll of candidates and worked
into a conversation between a newly elected candidate and the official lodge visitor.
* * * Knock * * *
William Jones?
YES
I am Frank Smith from Friendship Masonic Lodge.
OH, COME IN MR. SMITH.
The lodge has appointed me to call to tell you that you have been elected to receive the Masonic
degrees in our lodge.
I’M CERTAINLY GLAD TO HEAR THAT. AFTER I SIGNED MY APPLICATION A
COUPLE OF MEN CALLED ON ME AND ASKED A LOT OF QUESTIONS. THIS IS THE
FIRST I HAVE HEARD ABOUT IT SINCE AND I WAS AFRAID THAT I HAD BEEN
TURNED DOWN.
A Masonic lodge is rather deliberate in its actions. A petition for membership can only be acted
upon at a regular monthly meeting, stated communication we call it. Usually a lodge holds one
regular or stated communication each month. Special meetings may be called at any time. Your
petition is received, read in open lodge and referred to an examining committee which makes its
investigations of the petitioner and reports back to the lodge at the next stated communication.
The petition is then balloted upon by all members of the lodge present and if favorable the
petitioner is declared elected to receive the degrees and become a member of the lodge.
DO YOU DO THIS WITH EVERYBODY?
Yes, every individual must be treated exactly alike. Every Mason today has gone through the
same procedure.
YOU CERTAINLY ARE CAREFUL ABOUT WHO YOU TAKE IN.
Yes, we must be satisfied that our candidates are worthy of receiving the teachings of Masonry.
THAT SOUNDS AS THOUGH YOU MEAN BUSINESS. WHAT DO I DO NOW?
Just wait. Within the next few days you will receive a notice from the secretary of the lodge to
report at the lodge room on a certain day and at a certain time. There you will find yourself
among friends who will take you in charge and see that you are instructed in what to do.
I’D LIKE TO ASK SOME QUESTIONS IF YOU DON’T MIND. I HAVEN’T BEEN ABLE TO
GET MUCH INFORMATION ABOUT THE MASONIC LODGE. EVERY TIME I ASKED
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SOMEONE ABOUT IT HE EITHER DODGED THE QUESTION OR SIMPLY TOLD ME
THAT I WOULD HAVE TO LEARN THAT FOR MYSELF BY JOINING THE LODGE. IT
SEEMS TO ME YOU EXPECT A PERSON TO ACCEPT A LOT WITHOUT GIVING HIM
MUCH TO GO ON. I WANTED TO JOIN BECAUSE MY DAD HAD BEEN A MASON FOR
AS LONG AS I CAN REMEMBER AND I HAVE ENOUGH FAITH IN HIM TO FEEL THAT
IT IS SOMETHING WORTHWHILE AND GOOD.
I’m glad you brought that up. Too many Masons are afraid to answer questions or talk about
Masonry because they themselves do not know much about it. They believe everything about
Masonry is secret. This is not true. Masonry is not a secret organization. In fact I presume you
know we have a Masonic temple here in town. You probably have been in the temple and
perhaps have attended some of the many social functions which we hold there You know a
number of men who are Masons. They make no secret of it as they wear a Masonic pin on their
coat or wear a Masonic ring. The only thing really secret about Masonry are the ways by which
one Mason may know another although they may be perfect strangers. This is an outward form
of what we call the Mystic Tie. I will be very happy to answer all your questions that I can.
WHAT ADVANTAGE IS IT TO ME TO BELONG TO A MASONIC LODGE?
That is a question which requires many answers. One of the great advantages is that you will
come in contact with the outstanding and leading citizens of this or any other community. You
will be accepted on equal footing with these leaders and will benefit from social intercourse with
them. You will find scholars, students, businessmen, teachers and other learned men ready to
give freely of their Masonic knowledge to you. The advantages a man gains from Masonic
membership are largely dependent upon the man himself. These are just a few. There are many
more which are more personal and of outstanding worth.
SUPPOSE SOMETHING HAPPENED TO ME. WOULD THERE BE SOME PLACE OR
SOMEONE TO WHOM MY WIFE COULD TURN?
Yes, indeed. If an emergency should arise while the two of you were away from home, perhaps
in a strange place and among strangers, she may turn at once to any Mason or Masonic lodge for
help. She will find herself among friends who are ready to extend whatever help or assistance
she may need. If at home, all she need to do is to contact some Mason and he will quickly see
that her needs are taken care of.
HOW MUCH IS ALL OF THIS GOING TO COST ME?
The Grand Lodge of South Dakota sets the minimum fee for degrees. A lodge may charge more
if it is the wish of its members. A lodge also fixes its annual dues. You will be required to pay
both the initiation fee and the yearly dues. Do your homework and tell him total!
HOW LONG WILL IT BE BEFORE I CAN BECOME A MEMBER?
The Grand Lodge of South Dakota requires that one week must elapse between each degree
unless special dispensation is granted. In most cases it takes a several months to complete all
three degrees. Between each degree you will be required to demonstrate your proficiency
regarding several points of the degree you have just completed.
WHAT DO YOU MEAN, I WILL HAVE TO LEARN A PORTION OF THE RITUAL? DOES
THAT MEAN THAT I WILL HAVE TO MEMORIZE SOMETHING? I’M NOT VERY GOOD
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AT THAT SORT OF THING.
Yes. You will have to learn certain signs and words and symbols. However, remember this. Every
man who has taken the degrees in Masonry has had to do the same thing and surely you are as
good a man as those who have gone in before you. It will not be as difficult as you think. There
are several ways of proving your knowledge of Freemasonry, some more complex and difficult
than others. The choice is up to you. You will not have to do this alone as the lodge will provide
a competent instructor.
HOW SOON CAN MY DAUGHTER PUT HER APPLICATION IN TO JOB’S DAUGHTERS?
Just as soon as you have completed your third or Master’s degree.
JUST WHAT IS MASONRY?
There are many definitions of Masonry. Probably each member has his own definition. Perhaps
one of the simplest and most direct is that employed by English Masons - “Freemasonry is a
system of morality, veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols.” The idea of teaching by
symbols and allegory is not new. All great teachers of the world have more or less followed this
method. Masonry has a great underlying fundamental truth which she endeavors to impart to her
members.
YOU SPEAK OF MASONRY AND FREEMASONRY TOGETHER. ARE THEY THE SAME?
Yes, the term Freemasonry probably came from our ancient Masons, who, under a charter
granted them by an English king were free to travel from one community to another engaging in
their art of building churches, castles and the like. It is also possible that they derived their name
of Free Masons from the free stone with which they worked.
I HAVE BEEN FILLED CLEAR UP TO HERE BY REMARKS OF MY FRIENDS ABOUT
HOW ROUGH THE MASONIC INITIATION IS AND WHAT HARSH TREATMENT I WILL
HAVE TO UNDERGO TO BECOME A MASON. WHAT IS THE REAL TRUTH ABOUT
THIS?
Whoever told you those tales about the initiation is doing both you and Masonry a disservice. To
begin with “initiation” simply means an introduction, nothing more. When you are initiated by a
Masonic lodge you are simply introduced into Masonry. Masonry is a gentle art. It is dignified,
religious and very serious. There is neither time nor place for any rough treatment. Look about
you. Note the type of men whom you know to be Masons. Then ask yourself this question-Would
any of them waste their time with something foolish, insincere or useless? Every action, every
word has a deep significance. You will be treated with the greatest respect and consideration. You
will be carefully guided and instructed in what to do. Rest assured your entry into Masonry will
be a great and rewarding experience.
IS THERE ANYTHING THAT I DO IN THE WAY OF PREPARATION FOR MY
INITIATION?
In the early days our brethren practiced the rite of ablution or lustration. That is, washing with
water before any act of devotion or entering of a holy place. It symbolized the washing away of
past errors and transgressions. As you bathe before you come to your initiation, think of the
water as a symbol of purification. Put on your freshest linen.
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ANOTHER THING YOU MIGHT CLEAR UP FOR ME IS WHAT DO MASONS DO?
That is another question which is rather difficult to answer. It’s hard to give a complete answer
because one cannot set up limits and say “this is what we do and no more.” · Perhaps if I give
you some of the tenets of Freemasonry it might convey some idea to you. By a tenet we mean a
belief, principle or dogma. Some of our tenets are: Brotherly Lodge, Relief, Charity, Truth and
Justice. I might answer your question by asking you another. What does a good neighbor do?
What does a friend do?
YES, I THINK I SEE WHAT YOU MEAN. NOW HOW MANY STEPS ARE THERE IN
MASONRY?
We call the steps you mention, Degrees. There are three degrees in Masonry: Entered Apprentice,
Fellowcraft and Master Mason. These three degrees constitute Masonry and are the only ones
you are concerned with at the present. The structure of the fraternity is somewhat similar to a
school system. After you have assimilated the teachings of the primary grades, there are open to
you courses which serve as an elaboration or interpretation of the basic degrees.
I PRESUME THAT YOU HAVE SOME SORT OF RITUAL OR GUIDE FOR YOUR
DEGREES. UPON WHAT IS IT BASED?
We have a very definite and well defined ritual by which we impart our teachings to the
candidate. Physically it is based upon historical and traditional incidents contained in the Old
Testament of the Bible. However, we display to the candidate our morals, philosophy and truths
by allegory and symbolism.
THOSE ARE WORDS WITH WHICH I AM NOT FAMILIAR. WHAT DOES ALLEGORY
AND SYMBOLISM MEAN?
A symbol is something which stands for something else. Like the letters of the alphabet-each one
stands for a certain sound. An allegory is usually a story which is told to illustrate a moral or
truth.
GOING BACK TO THE DEGREES AGAIN. WHAT HAPPENS IF I AM UNABLE TO
ATTEND A MEETING AT WHICH I AM TO RECEIVE A DEGREE?
The practice varies in each lodge. Some lodges confer only one degree a month. If you miss a
degree meeting it will be made up at an appropriate time.
I AM SURE THAT WHEN I AM CALLED TO RECEIVE MY FIRST DEGREE I CAN BE A
LOT MORE CONFIDENT. I APPRECIATE YOUR KINDNESS IN GOING OUT OF YOUR
WAY AND TAKING YOUR TIME TO MAKE THINGS CLEARER FOR ME.
See you in Lodge.
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ENTERED APPRENTICE DEGREE BOOKLET
Including Outline and Questions & Answers

MASONRY
AN INTRODUCTION

The Entered Apprentice2

GRAND LODGE A.F. & A.M. OF SOUTH DAKOTA

In the belief that you would welcome some additional “light” upon the Fraternity to which you
have just gained admission and upon your place therein, this booklet is presented to you for
careful study.
In its long experience, Masonry has established many things that go beyond the realm of
experiment and mere opinion; things that experience has crystallized into principles and that are
so accepted. Among these is the established fact that one’s appreciation of Masonry grows with
the increase in his understanding of its history, its symbolism and philosophy, its world-wide
character, its ethical standards, and the ideal of genuine brotherhood fostered among its
multitude of members.
In your own interest, therefore, give thoughtful attention to this, and to succeeding, booklets as
they are presented.

A 2020 revision of Masonry, An Introduction Printed in Four Booklets. First printing 1948. Second printing 1966.
Third printing 1970. All by the then “Board of General Activities” consisting of Roger S. Brown (PGM) (130) and
Amerigo Raimondi (130).
2
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MEANING OF THE TERM “ENTERED APPRENTICE”
You are now an Entered Apprentice. The first step in your journey to the Sublime Degree of
Master Mason has been taken.
Doubtless you found your initiation an experience you never wish to forget. A degree of Masonry
is not an isolated experience, but an ever enduring privilege. Always you may sit in your own
Lodge when open on the Entered Apprentice Degree; always you can return to observe, to
participate in, and to study its ceremonies. Your possession of the Degree is complete.
Doubtless you have an eager curiosity to learn more about this remarkable degree before you
receive that of Fellowcraft. Perhaps its ceremonies seemed strange to you; its language fell on
your ears with unaccustomed accents; and at its end you may have been somewhat bewildered. It
is our function to help you to interpret it by giving you a brief explanation of the term “Entered
Apprentice.”
The builders of those remarkable structures in Europe and Great Britain, from six hundred to
nine hundred years ago, we call “Operative Masons.” They were builders in the literal sense. It
was necessary for them to recruit new members to replace those lost through removal, accident,
illness or death. To do this they used the apprenticeship system, which was in vogue in all crafts
for many centuries.
The word “apprentice” means “learner,” or “beginner,” one who is taking his first steps in
mastering a trade, art or profession. The operative apprentice was a boy, usually from ten to
fifteen years of age. He was required to be sound in body in order to do work requiring physical
strength and endurance. He had to be of good habits, obedient and willing to learn, and of
unquestioned reputation, and be well recommended by Masons already members of the Craft.
When such a boy was chosen as an apprentice he was called into the Lodge where all the
members could assure themselves of his mental, moral and physical qualifications. If they voted
to receive him, he was given much information about the Craft, what it required of its members,
something of its early history and tradition, and what his duties would be. He gave a solemn
promise to obey his superiors, to work diligently, observe the laws and rules and to keep the
secrets.
After being thus obligated, he was bound over, or indentured, to one of the experienced Master
Masons. As a rule he lived with this Master Mason, and from him day by day learned the
methods and secrets of the trade. This apprenticeship lasted usually seven years.
After this young man had “gone to school” in this manner long enough to give assurance of his
fitness to master the art and to become an acceptable member of the society, his name was
entered on the books of the Lodge and he was given a recognized place in the Craft organization;
and because of this official entering of his name he was given the title “Entered Apprentice.” All
of the same degree of advancement constituted the rank, or grade, of Apprentice Masons.
It is difficult to exaggerate the care our operative Masonic forebears devoted to these learners.
The Master Mason to whom the Apprentice was indentured was obligated by law to teach him
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theory as well as practice. Not until the Apprentice, after many years, could prove his proficiency
by meeting the most rigid tests of skill, was he permitted to rank in the Craft. Other Master
Masons with whom he was set at work at the simpler tasks also were his teachers. He was given
moral instruction; his conduct was carefully scrutinized; many rules were laid down to control
his manner of life. When we read the Old Charges and ancient documents that have come down
to us we are impressed by the amount of space devoted to Apprentices. The Operative Masons
knew that the Apprentice was to be the Master Mason of the future.
As time passed, therefore, there grew up about the rank and duties and regulations of the
Apprentice an organized set of customs, ceremonies, rules, traditions, etc. These at last
crystallized into a well defined unit, which we may describe as the Operative Entered Apprentice
Degree. When, after the Reformation, Operative Masonry was transformed into Speculative
Masonry, the Entered Apprentice Degree was retained as one of the Degrees of the Speculative
Lodge, modified, of course, to meet the needs of the Speculative fraternity.
As an Entered Apprentice you are a learner, a beginner, in Speculative Masonry. You have taken
the first step in the mastery of our art. And it is because you have this rank that certain things are
expected of you.
First, you must learn certain portions of the Degree, and prove your proficiency in open lodge.
But you are to learn these parts not merely to pass this test; you should master them so
thoroughly that they will remain with you through life, because you will be in need of them
many times in the future.
Second, you must learn the laws, rules, and regulations by which an Entered Apprentice is
governed.
As you stood in the northeast corner of the Lodge during your initiation you were taught a
certain lesson concerning a corner stone. The meaning of that lesson should now be clear to you.
You are a corner stone of the Craft. The day will probably come when into your hands will fall
your share of the responsibilities of the lodge. You are a corner stone on which the Fraternity is
being erected. It is our hope and expectation that you will prove a solid foundation, true and
tried, set four-square, on which our great Fraternity may safely build.
THE RITUAL OF THE FIRST DEGREE
The Masonic lodgeroom is represented in the Ritual as a symbol of the world. The particular
form in which this symbol is cast harks back to early times when men believed the earth to be
square and the sky a solid dome; but while this no longer represents our idea of the physical
shape of the world, the significance remains the same.
The world thus represented is the world of Masonry; the Masonic career from beginning to end,
including all that lies between. The West Gate through which the candidate enters represents
birth. In the First Degree the candidate is ushered into Masonic life; the old life with all its
accessories has dropped from him completely. He now enters on a new life in a new world.
Masonry is systematic, well proportioned, balanced. Duties and work are supervised and

Grand Lodge of South Dakota

The Golden Book

Page 41

regulated, controlled through laws writ ten and unwritten, expressed through Landmarks,
traditions, usages, Constitutions and Bylaws, guided and directed through officers vested with
power and authority. The candidate obligates himself to uphold that lawful system; when he
salutes the Master and Wardens he signifies his obedience to the legally constituted officers;
when he follows his guide and fears no danger he expresses his trust in, and loyalty to, the
Fraternity.
The new world is a lawful world in which caprice and arbitrariness have no part. It has a definite
nature, is devoted to specified pur poses, committed to well-defined aims and ideals. Its members
cannot make it over to suit their own whims or to conform to their own purposes; they must
make themselves over to conform to its requirements. Among the first requirements of the
Apprentice is that he shall offer himself as a rough stone; to be shaped under Masonic laws and
influences for a place in the Temple of Masonry.
This world of Masonry is dedicated to Brotherhood. Unless the Apprentice is willing and
qualified to lead the brotherly life he will never master the Royal Art. Unless he is willing in all
sincerity to abide by his obligations and the laws which define, regulate, and control the
brotherly life, he will be out of harmony with the Fraternity, unable to find foothold in the world
he seeks to enter. All of our ritual, symbols, emblems, allegories and ceremonies, in the richness
and variety of their meaning, point in the same direction. Unless an Apprentice takes the time
and effort to understand and accept them, he will fail to comprehend Masonic teaching.
In his First Degree an Apprentice takes his first step into this life; leaves the darkness, destitution
and helplessness of the profane world for the light and warmth of this new existence. This is the
great meaning of the Degree; not an idle formality, but a genuine experience, the beginning of a
new career in which duties, rights and privileges are real. If a candidate is not to be an
Apprentice in name only, he must stand ready to do the work upon his own nature that will make
him a different man. Members are called Craftsmen because they are workmen; lodges are
quarries because they are scenes of toil. Freemasonry offers no privileges or rewards except to
those who earn them; she places Working Tools, not playthings, in the hands of her members.
To become a Mason is a solemn and serious undertaking. Once the step is taken, it may well
change the course of a man’s life.
DUTIES AND PRIVILEGES OF AN ENTERED APPRENTICE
As an Entered Apprentice you have an immediate and personal interest in our subject, but our
discussion should lead you to see that it has a permanent and important interest for every Mason,
however long it may have been since he received the First Degree. In a sense we always remain
Entered Apprentices; the teachings of the Degree remain always in effect; its obligation and
charge, subject to additions in the succeeding Degrees, continue to be binding. As Masons we
associate with Apprentices, work with them, perhaps are sought by them for counsel. Therefore it
is important for us to have as clear an understanding as possible of the duties, privileges, and
limitations of Apprentices.
An Entered Apprentice is a Brother but does not vote nor hold office. He is entitled to a Masonic
burial but is not, yet, a full member of the Lodge. Nonetheless, the public presumes the Entered
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Apprentice is a full member of the Lodge so it is incumbent upon him to subdue his passions and
disport himself as a Freemason so as to not bring disfavor upon the Craft. An Entered
Apprentice may not visit or sit in a Lodge except when opened on the First Degree.
Nevertheless he possesses certain important rights and privileges. He has the right to be
instructed in his work and in matters pertaining to his Degree. He has the right to apply for
advancement to a higher Degree. Also the Apprentice possesses modes of recognition by which
he can make himself known to other Apprentices, as well as to brethren who have taken
additional Degrees, and he has the privilege of using them.
Complete faithfulness to his obligation and implicit obedience to the charge are among his
important and lasting responsibilities.
It is also the duty of the Apprentice to learn the required portions of the Degree with
thoroughness, not only because he must prove himself proficient in order to advance, but also
because it contains Masonic teachings of fundamental importance that remain forever binding on
every Mason. He should not be content with learning the words letter-perfect, but should study
the meanings also - and if he cannot interpret these for himself he should seek help from others.
In a measure the Degree is complete within its own field, and its teachings should be
permanently incorporated as a part of his Masonic life.
The Apprentice is on probation as a Mason in the making; he is passing through a period of trial
and testing; his relation to the Craft is like that of the medical student to the profession of
medicine. Therefore it is his duty to be obedient, trusting himself without question to his guides,
and in a spirit of humility to respond quickly to the instructions of the officers of the Lodge. As
yet it is not for him to question what he finds, to discuss the Lodge, to enter into argument, or to
set himself up as a critic.
The clue to his whole position is furnished by the word “Apprentice,” which means “learner.”
Since his status is that of a learner, his chief task is to learn. But the Entered Apprentice Degree
has a larger meaning. It signifies the doctrine of Masonic Apprenticeship as a whole, in which
Fellowcrafts and Master Masons also are included.
Freemasonry preserves a secrecy about all its work; it meets behind tiled doors; it throws over its
principles and teachings a garment of symbolism and ritual; its Art is a mystery; a great wall
separates it from the profane world. Nor is its work easy to understand.
While you will learn well the duties, privileges, and limitations of an Entered Apprentice, you
should conceive of apprenticeship in the large sense. It is not particularly difficult for a worthy
candidate to become a member in name only, but your ambition can extend far beyond that
perfunctory stage. We believe that you wish to become a Mason in reality and that no idle desire
for the honor of bearing the name has been your motive for seeking our fellowship. If this be
true, be not content with the letter and outward form in this your beginning period, but apply
yourself with freedom, fervency and zeal to the sincere and thorough mastering of our Royal Art.
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TENETS OF FREEMASONRY
By a “tenet” is meant some teaching so obviously true, so universally accepted, that we believe it
without question. Examples lie everywhere about us. The principal tenets of Freemasonry are
Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth. While our Fraternity lays the greatest emphasis on these three
teachings, yet there are others which must not be overlooked.
Freemasonry considers Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth to be teachings of this kind, true in the
sense that no man can question them; they are obvious, self proving, axiomatic. It is not
uncommon for men to consider brotherly love, while highly desirable, as not practicable, and
therefore but a vision, to be dreamed of but never possessed. It is challenging for Freemasonry to
call these “tenets,” thus stating that they are plainly and obviously and necessarily true.
Unless you grasp this, and see that the teachings of Freemasonry are self-evident realities, not
visionary ideals, you will never understand Masonic teachings. For Freemasonry does not tell us
that the principles of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth ought to be true, that it would be better for
us all if they were true, she tells us that they are true. They are tremendous realities in human
life, and it is as impossible to question their validity as to question the ground under our feet, or
the sun over our heads. Our question is not whether to believe them or not, but what we are
going to do with them?
Love places the highest possible valuation on another person. A man’s mother or father, his wife
or sweetheart, his children, his intimate friends, he values not for advantages he may gain from
them, not for their usefulness, but each one in his own person and for his own sake. We work for
such persons, we make sacrifices for them, we delight to be with them; that, in detail and
practice, is what is meant by love.
What, then, is Brotherly Love? Manifestly it means that we place on another man the highest
possible valuation as a friend, a companion, an associate, a neighbor. By the exercise of
Brotherly Love, we are taught to regard the whole human species as one family. We do not ask
that from our relationship we shall achieve any selfish gain.
Our relationship with a Brother is its own justification, its own reward. Brotherly Love is one of
the supreme values without which life is lonely, unhappy, ugly. This is not a hope or a dream, but
a fact. Freemasonry builds on that fact, provides opportunities for us to have have such
fellowship, encourages us to understand and to practice it, and to make it one of the laws of our
existence, one of our Principal Tenets.
Relief is one of the forms of charity. We often think of charity as relief from poverty. To provide
aid to the the helpless or unemployed is deemed usually a responsibility resting on the public. As
a rule the public discharges that responsibility through some form of organized charity, financed
by general subscriptions or out of public funds.
Our conception of relief is broader and deeper than this. We fully recognize the emergency
demands made by physical and economic distress; but we likewise understand that the cashing of
a check is not necessarily a complete solution of the difficulty. There sometimes enters the

Grand Lodge of South Dakota

The Golden Book

Page 44

problem of readjustment, or rehabilitation, of keeping the family together, of children’s
education, and various other matters vital to the welfare of those concerned; and through the
whole process there is the need for spiritual comfort, for the assurance of a sincere and
continuing interest and friendship, which is the real translation of our first Principal Tenet:
Brotherly Love.
Masonic Relief takes it for granted that any man, no matter how industrious and frugal he may
be, through sudden misfortune, or other conditions over which he has no control, may be in
temporary need of a helping hand. To extend it is not what is generally described as charity, but
is one of the natural and inevitable acts of Brotherhood. Any conception of Brotherhood must
include this willingness to give necessary aid. Therefore, Relief, Masonically understood, is a
Tenet.
By truth, the last of the Principal Tenets, is meant something more than the search for truths in
the intellectual sense, though that is included. Truth is a divine attribute and the foundation of
every virtue. To be good and true is the first lesson we are taught in Masonry. In any permanent
Brotherhood, members must be truthful in character and habits, dependable, men of honor, on
whom we can rely to be faithful fellow and loyal friends. Truth is a vital requirement if a
Brotherhood is to endure and we therefore accept it as such.
Thus Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth are the Principal Tenets of Masonry. There are other
tenets, also; teachings so obvious that argument is never necessary to sustain them. With this in
mind we urge you to ponder the teachings of the Craft as you progress from Degree to Degree.
You may not find them novel, but novelty is unimportant in the light of the knowledge that the
truths upon which Freemasonry is founded are eternal. The freshness of immortality is on them
because they never die; in them is a ceaseless inspiration and an inexhaustible appeal. They are
tenets of Freemasonry because always and everywhere they have been tenets of successful
human life.
SYMBOLISM OF THE FIRST DEGREE
The language of symbols is as universal as man. In fact language itself is an illustration of the
use of symbols to transfer ideas from man to man.
We may divide symbols into two classes - natural and artificial - though sometimes the dividing
line between them is very vague, and in many cases the same symbol is used both classes. By a
natural symbol we mean one in which the nature of the thing itself conveys an idea and is
independent of any other language either spoken or written. An artificial symbol is one to which
an arbitrary meaning has been assigned by common agreement.
In general we may say that the letters of the alphabet and words formed from them are artificial
symbols, and the level as it conveys the idea of equality is a natural one.
The symbols, emblems, and allegorical ceremonies of the First Degree have each a meaning and
comprise a large part of the teachings of the Degree. Our time is too brief to give you complete
explanations, but we believe it will be profitable for you to have a few suggestions, especially as
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they will show that every detail of the Ritual is filled with a definite significance.
The Hoodwink represents the darkness in which the uninitiated stands as regards Masonry. It is
removed at the moment of enlightenment, suggesting that we do not create the great things of
life, such as goodness, truth and beauty, but find them. They always exist, regardless of the
blindness of any individual.
The ancient significance of the Cable Tow is uncertain, and evidence of this is found in the
widely divergent interpretations which may read in the literature of Masonry. However, without
stating in detail the reasons, we regard the assumption of the Cable Tow in advance of each of
the Degrees as a symbol of the voluntary and complete acceptance of the pledged compliance
with whatever Masonry may have in store; and his subsequent release after taking the obligation
indicates this symbol is no longer needed, since he has assumed the definite and irrevocable
pledge of the Degree.
Concerning the penalty it suggests it may so be regarded as a physical symbol of the spiritual
penalty which naturally and inevitably follows the violation of moral obligations. If a man does
not keep the law of his own free will he must be compelled to keep it. The removal of the Cable
Tow signifies that when a man becomes master of himself he will keep the law instinctively.
The Ceremony of Entrance signifies birth or initiation, and symbolizes the fact that the candidate
is entering a new world - that of Masonry, while the Reception typifies that the one real penalty
for violation of the Obligation is the destructive consequences to a man’s nature of failure to be
true to his vows.
Circumambulation is Masonry’s name for the Rite in which the candidate is conducted around
the lodge-room, an allegorical act rich with many meanings. One of these is that the Masonic life
is a progressive journey, from station to station of attainment, and that a Mason should
continually search for more light.
The Great Lights in Masonry are the Holy Bible, Square and Compasses.
The Holy Bible, the Sacred Book of the Law, is a symbol of man’s acknowledgement of his
relation to Deity.
The Square is an instrument of architecture that has been used throughout the ages and our
ancient brethren who wrought in Operative Masonry could not have erected the superb temple
which immortalized the name of King Solomon without the use of this instrument.
The Compasses were employed in Operative Masonry for the accurate measurement of the
architect’s plans and to enable him to give just proportions which would insure stability and
beauty. In Speculative Masonry they are equally important, symbolic of that true standard of
rectitude of living which alone can insure beauty and stability in life. The Compasses signify the
duty which we owe to ourselves - that of circumscribing our desires and keeping our passions
within due bounds and excluding, beyond the circle, that which is harmful unworthy.
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The Rite of Salutation, in which the candidate salutes each station in turn, is not only a test of his
ability to give the proper due guard and sign, but is his recognition of the authority of the
principal officers, a symbol of a Mason’s respect for an obedience to all just and duly constituted
authorities. The Old Charges state this in a single sentence: “A Mason is a peaceable subject to
the Civil Powers, wherever he resides or works.”
The Apron is at once an emblem of purity and the badge of a Mason. By Purity is meant clean
thinking and clean living, a loyal obedience to the laws of the Craft and sincere good will to the
brethren; the badge of a Mason signifies that Masons are workers and builders, not drones and
destructionists.
The symbolism of the Rite of Destitution reverts to those ancient times when men believed that
the planets determined human fate and controlled human passions, and that there was a metal by
which each planet was itself controlled. In ancient initiations candidates were compelled to leave
all metals behind, lest they bring into the assembly disturbing planetary influences. While with
us this symbolism no longer has an astrological character, the old point about excluding
disturbing influences remains; the candidate is not to bring into the lodge-room his passions or
prejudices lest that harmony, which is one of the chief concerns of Masonry, be destroyed.
Another and more obvious significance in this Rite of Destitution is that of the obligation of
every Mason to recognize and alleviate, so far as his resources reasonably permit, the distress of
his fellow men; we are reminded that this obligation rests with even greater weight upon us when
the one in distress is a Masonic brother.
Nowhere in Masonry do we find the impact of symbolism more significant than in its application
to the Working Tools.
The Operative Mason would have been helpless without his Working Tools. Except for them
there would have been no magnificent cathedrals, no superb Temple of Solomon; even the Craft
itself would have been non-existent, and the world today infinitely poorer. Without them
Speculative Masonry would be but an empty shell of formalism if, indeed, it managed to exist at
all. While they do not contain the whole philosophy of Masonry, the various Working Tools
allocated to the three degrees by their very presence declare there is constructive work to be
done; and by their nature indicate the direction this work is to take.
The Entered Apprentice is himself a symbol, one of the noblest in the emblematic system of the
Craft. He represents youth, typified by the rising sun; trained youth, youth willing to submit to
discipline and to seek knowledge in order to learn the great art of life, represented and
interpreted by all the mysteries of Masonry.
It is by such voices as all these that our magnificent First Degree gave its teaching to you as a
man and an Entered Apprentice. These suggestions as to the meaning of these symbols and
emblems should lead you to seek further, or more, light, not only that you may become a well
trained Mason, but also for their value to your life outside the lodge room.
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OUTLINE
THE ENTERED APPRENTICE DEGREE BOOKLET
I. TIME TO APPRECIATE THE FULL DEPTH AND BEAUTY OF THIS DEGREE.
(a) Freemasonry does not explain its teachings in detail, but hints or suggests
(b) The candidate must ponder its teachings for himself, and with the help of the brethren
(c) The booklet is to be returned to frequently for further study and enlightenment
II. NOTHING FRIVOLOUS IN FREEMASONRY.
(a) The four questions contain, much of the essence of Masonry
(1) A belief in God and reverence for Deity
(2) The candidate seeks Masonry of his own free will, and without thought of material
gain
(3) The candidate has formed a favorable opinion of the Order and has a desire for
knowledge and a sincere wish to serve his fellow men
(4) The candidate agrees to conform to the laws of Freemasonry
III. THE ENTERED APPRENTICE IS A BEGINNER, A LEARNER.
(a) The Speculative Entered Apprentice follows in the foot- steps of the Entered Apprentice
of Operative Masonry
(1) The requirements of an apprentice in Operative Masonry
(2) How the Operative apprentice became enrolled as an Entered Apprentice
IV. SYMBOLISM IN THE ENTERED APPRENTICE DEGREE.
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)

Why Masonry teaches by symbolism
Lodge represents the world
Entering the Lodge from the West
Casting off ties with the profane world
Symbolism of the cable-tow and its removal
The symbolism of being brought to light
The Great Lights
(1) All Masonry centers around Volume of Sacred Law
(2) Symbolism of the Compasses

(g) The Lesser Lights
V. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.
VI. THE THREE GREAT TENETS.
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(a) Brotherly Love
(b) Relief
(c) Truth
VI. RESTRICTIONS OF AN ENTERED APPRENTICE.
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

May not sit in Lodge unless opened on the Entered Apprentice Degree
Thus may not take part in business meetings or hold office
Not permitted to march in public processions while clothed as a Mason
Expected to conform strictly to the obligation and to the instructions of the charge

VII. RIGHTS OF AN ENTERED APPRENTICE.
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

That of being instructed in the Entered Apprentice work, lecture and in the degree itself
Right to a just and lawful trial
Right to hope for advancement to the Fellowcraft Degree
Right to use the methods of identification to prove himself an Entered Apprentice
Entitled to Masonic burial

VIII. REVIEW OF LODGE ORGANIZATION.
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)

The Worshipful Master
The Wardens
The Treasurer
The Secretary
The Chaplain
The Deacons
The Stewards
The Tyler

IX. GUARDING THE SECRETS OF THE ORDER.
X. QUESTIONS.
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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS FOR THE NEWLY INITIATED
ENTERED APPRENTICE
Q. How did the Masonic ritual originate?
A. Originally it was not composed as a “ritual” or series of ceremonies, but was called the
“work” and was the perpetuation of the usages, activities and practices of the day by day work
and customs of the Operative Masons. When the Craft began to admit non-operative or
“speculative” members during the 17th Century the “work” gradually became more ritualistic and
symbolic. In 1717 organized Freemasonry was born when the first Grand Lodge was formed in
London. At that time there seems to have been but a single degree and a Master’s part. Within a
few years there emerged three degrees. Eventually the United Grand Lodge of England made the
following important declaration concerning Symbolic (“Blue Lodge”) Masonry: “It is declared
and pronounced that Ancient Craft Masonry consists of three degrees, and no more (they are),
those of Entered Apprentice, the Fellow Craft, and the Master Mason including the Holy Royal
Arch.” The Royal Arch has since been eliminated and is now worked only in Chapters of Royal
Arch Masons.
Q. Why must an applicant for Masonry first be prepared in his heart?
A. The heart is the seat of the affections, passions and desires. All the actions of a man’s life
issue and proceed from the heart. As a man’s heart is, so will his life be. If his heart is clean and
pure, his life can not be wicked and vicious. Fundamentally, Masonry’s first concern is with the
strengthening of character in the individual, the building of a Spiritual Temple, and unless the
heart is receptive the mind will not properly respond to this basic objective. Now let us consider
some words used in the ritual and their specific Masonic meaning:
APPRENTICE
In its earliest form Apprentice meant “to lay hold of, to seize,” (as in our word
apprehend) but at a very early time was narrowed to mean the kind of laying hold of and
seizing which a man must do when he is a learner. Early in the Middle Ages this word
came into free use among the guilds to denote a boy who had started in to learn a skilled
trade or art under a master, and in obedience to many Guild rules and regulations. It was
spelled in many forms, as apprentice, prentice, prentis, prentiss, prentys, etc. In modern
speculative Freemasonry the word is not employed in its original broad sense, but has a
meaning narrow and technical. A Masonic apprentice is more than a learner in general; he
is one ho has begun to learn a very special art, under obligations taken by himself,
according to fixed rules, and in obedience to master and a Lodge.
ALLEGORY
Allegory is from two Greek words and means “story within a story.” Allegory, parable,
fable, myth, legend, and tradition, are correlative terms. The myth may be founded on
fact; the legend and tradition more probably are founded on fact, but the allegory,
parable, and fable are not. Yet they may be “true” in that they contain truths without
being fact.

Grand Lodge of South Dakota

The Golden Book

Page 50

TENET
Tenet has the sound and look of a thin tenuous word but within itself, and when correctly
used, has color, surprise, drama. The Latin tenere means more than to take hold of; it
meant rather to seize, to grasp, to clutch, to hang on, and if necessary to struggle to hang
on. It passed into English almost unchanged in our tense, tendon, tension, tenor (so called
because it was the voice that held the lead), tensor, and tenacious. A tenet is some idea,
belief, or doctrine which the mind takes hold of tenaciously, will not let go, holds in firm
grip; and an idea or belief of which this is possible is said to be tenable. In Freemasonry
the Principal Tenets (there are many others) are Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth and
they are so called because in no place or time, under any circumstances, will Freemasons
let them go.
TRESTLEBOARD
Trestleboard is a word now seldom found outside of Freemasonry, though it was common
centuries ago. Its use in the Craft is somewhat confusing because no fewer than four
different names have at one time or another been used almost synonymously,
trestleboard, tracing-board, tracing-cloth, and floor-carpet. Operative Freemasons had the
practice of drawing designs on a board of white deal and of sandpapering the design off
after it had served its purpose. This was called a “esterling board” in early years, and
afterwards was called a tracing-board. If such a board was set on trestles it was called a
trestleboard. After written Old Charges came into use they were often summarized in
pictoral form on such a board (sometimes painted) or else were drawn or painted on a
floor-cloth, or floor-carpet. In some of the early Speculative lodges objects were placed
on a board supported on trestles and the lectures referred to them; this also was called a
trestleboard. These various uses have in common the one point that they represent in the
form of diagrams or pictures certain things in the Work or in the Old Charges.
GAGE
By a gage (also spelled gauge) usually is meant a rod, stick, etc., accurate in length and
subdivisions, used for making linear measurements. It is believed that it began as the
name for a stick used to measure the wine in a cask; also it was once used as the name for
a liquid measure. The idea that a man should make use of measure in his life and work
was a favorite theme with the Greek philosophers who did not believe that a man should
trust himself to luck, or be the victim of circumstances, or let his affairs go by accident.
That theme stands close to the Masonic meaning. By which, against what, can a man
measure himself? By rationing his hours; by setting his own skill against the
corresponding skill of others; by setting up an ideal; by estimating accurately his own
ability in order to avoid attempting what is impossible for him.
GAVEL
There is confusion among the craft about the word gavel. In addition to its correct usage
it also is made incorrectly to denote the Master’s hiram, a hammer, a setting maul, etc.
The gavel when used as a working tool has a wooden handle and iron head; at one end
the head is hammer shaped, at the other end it has a cutting edge. Such a tool was
convenient for giving a first rough shape to a stone and for that reason it is an appropriate
tool to put into the hands of an apprentice, who is a beginner, and who, at the stage of his
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initiation when he receives it, is in a position to do little more than begin the first rough
fashioning of himself for the Masonic life.
COMMUNICATION
Many centuries ago the word communis was used in Europe to mean to partake of, to
share in. As in the case of so many other words which began with a broad, general
meaning this word was in time narrowed to mean usually a sharing in or partaking of
information, news, council, or conference. The Lord’s Supper came to be called
communion because it meant a sharing in. One man who shares information or news with
another is therefore said to communicate with him. If an informal, unofficial gathering of
Masons takes place it is called a meeting, or an assembly; if the meeting is held officially,
at a time and place specified under bylaws, rules, and regulations it is called a
communication. It is so called because each member of the lodge shares in the conference
and counsels equally with every other member.
STEWARD
This word is frequently mispronounced and misspelled as “Stewart”. It is STEWARD.
The Stewards assist the Deacons in the lodge in carrying out their respective duties and
assist in conducting the candidate through a portion of the initiation ceremonies. The
dictionary defines a steward as a person entrusted with the management of estates or
affairs that are not his own. The badge or ensign of a Steward is a rod surmounted by a
cornucopia, the horn of Amalthaea. The God Zeus, or Jupiter, was raised on the milk of
the goat Almalthea. The goat broke off one of her horns, filled it with flowers and fruits,
and presented it to Zeus who placed it among the stars. It was regarded as the symbol of
inexhaustible riches and plenty. Hence its name, cornucopia, or horn of plenty. The first
written account of a Masonic procession refers to a ceremony on June 24, 1724, in
London. It stated that the Stewards walked two and two abreast with white rods. No
Steward worthy of the name will ever attempt to scare or joke with a candidate about his
initiation or permit others to do so. The impression the Steward conveys to the candidate
in the anteroom is one of the most important in forming the candidate’s impression of the
fraternity.
Q. Why is the candidate duly and truly prepared?
A. The wearing of special garments furnished by the Lodge is symbolic. It emphasizes the
concern of Freemasonry with a man’s internal worth, rather than with his exernal adornments of
position, wealth, or environment. By wearing these garments the candidate also signifies the
sincerity of his intentions. The hoodwink demonstrates that the sightless individual needs a
guide, and it symbolizes our dependence upon moral teachings for guidance in our daily conduct.
“We walk by faith and not by sight.”
Q. What is the symbolism of the Masonic altar?
A. The altar is one of the most ancient symbols of mankind. In Masonry the altar, among other
things, is a symbol of Faith. On it rest the Three Great Lights, and to it comes the candidate in
search of Light and to offer himself, symbolically, to the service of his fellow man and the Grand
Architect of the Universe. Here he takes his obligations, traditionally considered more solemn
and binding when taken at an altar than under any other circumstance. It is the focal point for all
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the Brethren, that the precepts for which it stands and the Lights that rest thereon may guide their
every thought and action.
Q. What is the significance of the candidate’s journey around the lodge room?
A. This journey has a two-fold purpose: ( 1) to enable all present to view the candidate and
ascertain that he is “duly and truly prepared”; and (2) it is patterned after one of the most ancient
of all religious rites, an important part of which was the circumambulation around an altar,
moving in the same direction as the sun. In his search for Light the candidate starts from
darkness, the North, travels to the East (the source of Light) and then by way of the South to the
West and back into darkness. He again comes out of the North and passes through the same
course again in his progress, moving in the same direction as the sun, that is, according to natural
laws and Truth as gathered by human wisdom through the ages.
Q. Is the Volume of Sacred Law and the Book of the Law the same as the Bible?
A. The Holy Book of the prevailing faith of the candidate for degrees is the Great Light. In
American and English lodges that book is most commonly the Holy Bible. A Masonic lodge
cannot exist without the V.S.L., the Book of the Law. Should the candidate for degrees not be of
the faith of one of the Abrahamic religions, recalling that Islam and its Koran are one of the three
great Abrahamic religions, the Sacred book of the applicable faith becomes his Great Light.
What is important is that some volume containing divine revelation be a part of the furniture of
the Lodge. Inasmuch as Freemasonry is not concerned with doctrine or dogma or sect or
denomination, but only with “that natural religion in which all men agree,” it is only necessary
that the V.S.L. be sacred to the members of the lodge. The V.S.L. on American Altars is not to be
considered only as a Christian or a Jewish sacred book; it is a symbol of the Great Architect of
the Universe a name under which any Freemason can worship that Deity in Whom he puts his
faith and trust.
Q. What is the real purpose of the obligation?
A. The obligation and the manner in which it is taken, is visible and audible evidence of the
candidate’s sincerity of purpose. Without it nothing he might say or do could be considered
binding. By taking it he gives irrevocable evidence of his intentions. Thus the fraternity not only
binds him to certain responsibilities, but also protects itself against a revelation of the secrets of
Freemasonry, which have to do chiefly with its methods of recognition and of symbolic
instruction.
Q. Is there a distinction between Masonic oath and Masonic obligation?
A. The “oath” is the “so help me, God” at the end of any solemn promise made with the hand
upon the Book of Law. The “obligation” is the substance of the preceding promises. “Oath” is
thus symbolic of a man’s fears of God; “obligation” signifies the promise and agreements made
preceding the oath.
Q. What Masonic penalties are enforced?
A. The only penalties known to Freemasonry are reprimand; definite suspension from
membership; indefinite suspension or expulsion from the fraternity. To these must be added that
intangible penalty which comes to any one who loses all or any part of his reputation. Other
penalties suggested in the ritual are wholly symbolic and are not now and never have been
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enforced. They were legal punishments in the middle ages, designed with
special reference to the religious beliefs of the time that an incomplete body could not “rise from
the dead”; that a body buried in unconsecrated ground (as between high and low water mark)
could not ascend to heaven.
Q. Why does the ritual use so many repetitions, as in duly and truly, worthy and well-qualified ,
etc.?
A. Several word pairs in Masonic ritual make interesting studies; duly and truly, worthy and
well qualified, free will and accord, parts and points, hele and conceal. At first glance it may
seem that these are so arranged only for emphasis. In Middle English writing, especially in the
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, when Freemsonry was in process of formation, England had
two languages. One was Norman-French, the other Anglo-Saxon. To make sure of
understanding, word pairs were much in use, a word of similar meaning taken from each
language. The apparent redundancy of expression in a number of places in Masonic ritual may
then be traced to the Middle Ages. The perpetuation of such usage now, when clarity of thought
and understanding might be served as well with one word, is one of many proofs that
Freemasonry delights to cling to the ancient and venerated because it is venerated and ancient.
Q. I notice that in one of these word pairs the word Hail is spelled H-e-l-e. Is this correct?
A. The words H-e-1-e, H-a-i-1, and H-a-1-e are pronounced alike, but have different meanings.
H-e-1-e (Anglo-Saxon) is an old word meaning to cover or conceal. H-a-i-1 means to greet and
H-a-l-e means hearty and well. H-e-1-e and conceal is one of those word pairs in our ritual
originally used to convey the proper understanding to the candidate regardless of whether he was
of Norman-French or Anglo-Saxon background.
Q. Whence comes the Due Guard?
A. It is a symbol of obligation; a reminder by him who uses it to all who see him so that he
remembers his promises. Masonic authorities are not in complete agreement as to the derivation
of the words, although they do agree as to what the words signify. Mackey posits the word means
“to duly guard against.” Lesser authorities are convinced the phrase has a French deriva tion
coming from Garde Dieu or Dieu Garde meaning God guard (me or you). It is universally used
as a salute to the Master before the Altar and to the Wardens during the conferring of a degree.
Q. What is the meaning of cable-tow?
A. Ritualistically, the cable-tow is a symbol of a method of control of an initiate. This somewhat
drab and practical idea gives way in many minds to the thought that the cable-tow is symbolic of
the umbilical cord necessary to begin life, cut when love and care replace need for it as a means
of growth and nourishment. The cable-tow is removed when love and care replace the need for
the physical control. Rope, cable, cord, string, bond, thong, are interwoven with a thousand
religions and ceremonies. The length of a cable-tow differs for various brethren. It is almost
universally now considered to represent the scope of a brother’s ability.
Q. Is it true that a Mason’s apron is “more ancient than the Golden Fleece or Roman Eagle,
more honorable than the Star and Garter”?
A. The words of men, like all their other possessions and activities are subject to accident. The
word apron came into existence as the result of that type of verbal accident which etymologists
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call elision, which means dropping something. For centuries the word napron meant a white
square of cloth, and from that term came such others as naprey, napkin, and nap; the phrase “a
napron” was used so frequently that at last, and through elision, this became changed into the
more easily pronounced “an apron,” and afterwards the “an” was dropped. The Operative
Mason’s apron was made of leather, and was designed to receive hard wear (usually it hung from
his neck to his ankles) ; why is it then that a Speculative candidate is given a white apron? When
William Preston wrote his monitorial lecture he acted on the assumption that the color
symbolized innocence. Historians of the Craft would not quarrel with Preston, but they might
add the comment that it is white in the same sense that a sheet of paper is white before a writer
begins to set down words upon it; which would mean that it is white because he is a beginner.
The Order of the Golden Fleece was of high repute as an Order of Knighthood. It was established
by Philip of Burgundy in Flanders in 1429 who selected the fleece for its badge because wool
was the staple production of the country. The Roman Eagle was Rome’s symbol and ensign of
the power and might of the Roman Empire about the year 100 B.C. That aprons were worn prior
to these dates is well established. The Indian, the Persian, the Jew, the Ethiopian and Egyptian
aprons though equally superb, all bore character distinct from each other. Some were plain white
ones, some were striped with blue, purple and crimson; some were wrought gold, others adorned
and decorated with superb tassles and fringes. Though the principal honor of the apron may
consist in innocence of conduct and purity of heart, yet it certainly appears through the ages to
have been a most exalted badge of distinction. The order of the Garter was formed by Edward III
of England in 1349 for himself and 25 Knights of the Garter. In our modern phraseology, we
often include “when worthily worn” in our rituals and with that inclusion certainly no one could
complain of the statement. We seek to impress indelibly upon the minds of our candidate that the
apron is a most distinguished badge and that if he wears it worthily, he has added lustre to its
signifidnce.
Q. What are the Ancient Charges?
A. The Ancient clarges are worthy of study. We find them listed in the old Anderson’s
Constitutions, first printed in 1723. The Charges are six in number and are headed as follows:
Concerning God and Religion; of the Civil Magistrate, Supreme and Subordinate; of Lodges; of
Masters, Wardens, Fellows and Apprentices; of the Management of the Craft in Working; and, of
Behavior. The last, Behavior, is further subdivided into behavior in the lodge while constituted;
behavior after the lodge is over and the brethren not gone; behavior when brethren meet without
strangers, but not in a lodge formed; behavior in presence of strangers, not Masons; behavior at
home and in your neighborhood; behavior toward a strange brother. These charges end on a truly
Masonic note of admonition, “that all may see the benign (kind, gracious, gentle) influence of
Masonry, as all true Masons have done from beginning of the world, and will do to the end of
time. Amen. So mote it be.”
Q. What connection has “something of a metallic kind” with Masonic charity?
A. This ceremony is often called the Rite of Destitution. It not only charges us to give monetary
relief, but also to give thought and time to the aid of others, visiting the sick, sympathizing with
the unfortunate; and particularly to exercise tolerance toward those whose opinions or beliefs
may differ from ours.
Q. What is a Masonic “charge”?
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A. At an appropriate place in the ceremonies of each degree the candidate receives a concise
summary of his new duties and responsibilities; he is “charged” or exhorted to perform them in a
creditable manner.
Q. What is the significance of the Northeast corner?
A. Cornerstones are laid in the Northeast corner; Entered Apprentices stand in the Northeast
corner of the lodge. The point midway between the darkness of the North and the brilliance of
the East was chosen by ancient builders as the point of beginning, a spot to mark a birth, the
commencement of a new structure. The symbolism of the Northeast corner in the Entered
Apprentice degree is taken from the ancient practice of laying the cornerstone of buildings in the
Northeast corner. He who stands there in the lodge is himself a cornerstone of the lodge which
will be.
Q. What is the symbolism of the Ashlars?
A. In architecture, an ashlar is a squared stone. Masonically, the ashlars are “rough”; dressed,
squared, or polished and “perfect” as in ready for use in walls or other structures. The
information given in most rituals is scanty and does not include the greater meanings which
symbolists find in these two stones. Students direct attention to the fact that the perfect ashlar is
made from the rough ashlar entirely by a process of taking away, removal of unwanted material.
Nothing is added to the rough ashlar to make it perfect. The analogy to the Mason, who is a
building stone in the spiritual temple of Masonry, is that the perfect man is within the rough man,
and that perfection is to be obtained by a process of taking away the “vices and superfluities of
life.” Every beautiful statue ever carved from stone was always within that stone, needing only
the tool of the artist to take away the material not wanted and leave the statue, which was there
since the stone was first formed. Compare Luke XVII: 21: “The kingdom of God is within you.”
Q. How can there be such a thing as an “oblong square”?
A. Originally the word “square” meant any figure whose four corners were formed by right
angles. Later the word changed to mean a figure as we know it, with four sides equal in length
and with right-angled corners. The “oblong” square of olden days is recognized today as a
rectangle.
Q. What are the Cedars of Lebanon?
A. Lebanon is the name of a mountainous country lying at the east end of the Mediterranean Sea,
the “Great Sea” of the Old Testament, and north of Israel. In ancient times it was celebrated for
its large and old cedars; valuable building material. There are but few left today. Solomon’s
Temple used many of them and, as most rituals explain, “the trees (were) felled and prepared in
the forests of Lebanon, conveyed by sea on floats to Joppa, thence by land to Jerusalem where
they were set up with wooden mauls prepared for that purpose.”
Q. Where is Joppa?
A. Joppa, or Jaffa, is a city of 46,000 or more, is a port on the Mediterranean Sea. It is also
known as Japho, Joppe, el-Qal’a, Tel Aviv, ‘Yafa, Yafa el-’Atiqa, or Yafo. The modern city of Tel
Aviv was founded on the outskirts of Jaffa in 1909 and today it encompasses the ancient city. Tel
Aviv means “the Hill of Spring” and it is the same name as the city of a settlement in Babylon
during the Exile (Ezekiel 3:15). Today the Tel Aviv area is the largest metropolitan area in Israel.
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In ancient times it was the port of nearest access to Jerusalem. Originally, it marked the boundary
of the Tribe of Dan; after the captivity it became Hebrew territory. It was from this port that
Jonah set forth for Tarshish and here Saint Peter raised the widow Tabitha, also known as Dorcas,
from the dead.
Q. Why do Masons use the term “Master”?
A. In the old Latin language the root mag had in general the meaning of great, large, imposing,
chief, head of, executive, rulership. In the course of centuries, and from language to language,
this developed into a large and varied family of words which differ much among themselves yet
have in common one point of meaning. Magistrate, magisterial, magnitude, magnum, master,
mister, major, majesty, etc., are typical of many more. In Speculative Freemasonry the word is a
part of the titles of the executive heads of the Grand Lodge and of the lodge, of the name of the
third degree, and is used to denote a candidate who has mastered the arts of Masonry. A man is
the master of an art if he has complete ownership of his own hands and abilities, and of the
materials in which he works.
Q. Why is the Master of the lodge addressed as “Worshipful”?
A. Few Masonic matters are less understood by the non-Masonic public than this. The word
“worchyppe” or “Worchyp” is old English, and means “greatly respected.” In the Wycliffe Bible
“onor thy father and thy mother” appears as “worchyp thy fadir and thy midir.” English and
Canadian mayors are still addressed ‘Your Worship.” In some of the Old Constitutions of
Masonry there is the phrase, “Every Mason shall prefer his elder and put him to worship.”
“Worshipful”, therefore, in modern Masonry continues an ancient word meaning “greatly
respected.” A Grand Master is “Most Worshipful”, that is, “Most greatly respected” (except in
Pennsylvania, where the Grand Master is “Right Worshipful,” as are Pennsylvanian and Texan
Past Grand Masters).
Q. When should I arise or be seated while lodge is in session?
A. The gavel is the symbol of authority by which the Worshipful Master governs his lodge. One
rap of the gavel calls the brethren to order; two raps all the officers of the lodge to their feet;
three raps will cause all the brethren to arise; one rap will seat the lodge or any brother thereof.
Q. Why do brethren not pass between the Altar and the East when lodge is at labor?
A. Brethren do not pass between the Altar and East in a Masonic lodge at labor, except during
ritual degree work and the Deacons at opening and closing, because the Master is supposed to
have the Great Lights constantly in view. In theory, at least, he draws inspiration from the Altar
to preside over the lodge and must not, therefore, be prevented from seeing it at any time. The
custom is but a pretty courtesy, it is not formalized in constitutions or landmarks. It is, however,
rooted in a fundamental conception of the Craft that the Altar is the center of Masonry; that from
it, and from the Great Lights it bears, flow all that there is of Masonic inspiration and truth and
light.
Q. Why do brethren entering or leaving a lodge salute the Master?
A. This is an assurance that the brethren know on what degree the lodge is open. More especially
it is a ceremony to indicate that our obligations are remembered. It is also a ritual of regard or
rededication to the principles of our order. Brethren desiring to leave the lodge room salute to
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secure permission to retire. No one can enter or leave the lodge while it is at labor without the
permission of the Master. If the Master does not wish to excuse the brother, he tells him so,
instead of responding to the salute.
Q. What is the meaning of the word t-y-l-e, tyle?
A. The word “tyle” is here presented in its archaic form merely because it thus represents another
connective link with the earlier days of Freemasonry. The modern spelling is t-i-1-e, tile. The
lodge is said to be “tyled” when necessary precautions have been taken to prevent the approach
of “cowans and eavesdroppers”; intruders or persons not properly qualified to enter a Masonic
lodge.
Q. What are the duties of the tyler?
A. The chief duty of the tyler is to guard the West Gate, that no one may enter the lodge who is
not properly qualified. He also informs the Junior Deacon when a qualified brother wishes to
enter while the lodge is in session and should, at the same time, advise the brother concerning the
degree in which the lodge is then working. He also ascertains that all who so enter the lodge are
properly clothed.
Q. What is a lodge Charter or Warrant?
A. It is that document given to brethren who are members of a “lodge under dispensation”. That
is they are permitted to meet as a lodge by a Grand Master when such a group becomes an actual
lodge. Charters, Warrants of Constitution, are given only by the Grand Lodge, and usually after a
lodge under dispensation has demonstrated its fitness to receive that document. The Charter sets
forth the facts of the names the first Master and Wardens, authorizes the group to assemble and
act as a regular lodge under the Grand Lodge granting the Charter. Charters are now a necessity
for any regular and recognized lodge. In an earlier day what were known as “time immemorial
lodges” worked wthout charters. The Lodge at Fredricksburgh which initiated, passed, and raised
George Washington had no charter until several years after those ceremonies.
Q. What is legal or lawful Masonic information?
A. Legal or lawful Masonic information can be obtained in three ways; “legal Masonic
information” that John Doe is a Mason is attained by sitting in lodge with him; or when he is
vouched for by someone with whom a brother has sat in lodge; or when he passes an
examination before a committee appointed by the Master (or Grand Master) .
Q. What is a Masonic Monitor?
A. The Monitor, or Manual, published by most Grand Lodges in some form, is usually a pocket
size volume which contains the exoteric, or public or written work, as distinct from the esoteric,
the secret, or “mouth to ear” work or ritual. It is curious and interesting that what is exoteric in
one Grand Lodge is sometime esoteric in another but no Monitor discloses any secrets to any
reader.
Q. What are the particular responsibilities of an Entered Apprentice?
A. Keeping inviolate, unimpaired, the secrets entrusted to his care; compliance with every part of
his obligation; the observation of proper conduct and decorum, both within and without the
lodge, and a disply of diligence in seeking Masonic knowledge. These all constitute the chief
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responsibilities of an Entered Apprentice.
Q. What are my Masonic rights as an Entered Apprentice?
A. An Entered Apprentice has limited privileges. He is not required to pay dues, cannot vote or
hold office, can attend only the Entered Apprentice degree, but can receive Masonic burial or
attend a Masonic funeral in the garb of a Mason on the degree to which he is admitted. He has no
right to organized Masonic charity from the lodge; although, of course he may receive individual
Masonic charity. He has the right of instruction by competent brothers, and the right to ask for
the opportunity of demonstrating his proficiency and of requesting his Fellowcraft degree. He
may not receive his other degrees elsewhere without the consent of his lodge; but may visit an
Entered Apprentice lodge anywhere, providing he is vouched for or passes a visitor’s
examination.
Q. Why has symbolic Masonry three degrees only and not four or seven or a larger number, as
other branches of the fraternity?
A. Three is the numerical symbol of the equilateral triangle, which is man’s earliest symbol for
God. It was the “most sacred number” at the dawn of civilization. Masonry emphasizes it: three
degrees, three Great Lights, three Lesser Lights, three steps on the Master’s Carpet and other
series of three which you will learn as you progress. Evidently the ritual makers of an early age
believed that there should be symbolism of number as well as of object in the teaching of
Masonry regarding the fatherhood of God, to instruct that He is present at all times in every
ceremony and meeting.
Q. Why must I demonstrate proficiency by either memorizing the “candidates” lecture or
otherwise “proving up”?
A. First in order that you may become completely familiar with Freemasonry’s basic teachings.
Second, so you can prove your proficiency as a Mason and thus pass the required examination
should you ever desire to visit any lodge where you are unknown to the brethren. Your prompt
and accurate response to the questions if it is necessary for you to submit to a visitor’s
examination, will reflect credit upon you and your lodge.
Q. What is the purpose of the second lecture?
A. This lecture elaborates on certain phases of the degree work in order that the candidate may
clearly understand the purposes behind some of the important ceremonies through which he has
passed. It not only instructs, but also interprets much of the degree’s symbolism. Since so much
of this lecture concerns King Solomon’s Temple, it should be emphasized that, contrary to the
conceptions retained by many Masons, the fraternity was NOT founded by that ancient and wise
king. Freemasonry, as an organized Craft, came into being many centuries after the reign of
Solomon. The writers of our Ritual CREATED the various Masonic legends connected with
Solomon and his Temple as the basis for much of the symbolism with which our ritual abounds.
Q. What is the purpose of the third lecture?
A. It continues the basic teachings of the degree and, to impress them indelibly on the mind, it
visually presents important Entered Apprentice symbols and discusses their moral applications.
The tenets of Freemasonry, being Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth, and the four cardinal virtues,
being Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence and Justice, are given particular emphasis.
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FELLOWCRAFT DEGREE BOOKLET
Including Outline and Questions & Answers

M A SO N R Y
AN INTRODUCTION

The Fellowcraft3

GRAND LODGE A.F. & A.M. OF SOUTH DAKOTA

In taking the second of the three degrees of symbolic Masonry, you found in the
Ritual and lectures of the Fellowcraft’s Degree a further revelation of Masonry’s
character and purpose.
The First Degree made its principal appeal to the conscience.
The Second addresses itself to the mind; it emphasizes the philosophy of Masonry, its great
teachings, and its profound concern for education, enlightenment, and culture.
In the following pages you will find added interpretation of its symbols, the derivation of the term
“Fellowcraft”, and your own newly achieved position in the lodge helpfully discussed.

A 2020 revision of Masonry, An Introduction Printed in Four Booklets. First printing 1948. Second printing 1966.
Third printing 1970. All by the then “Board of General Activities” consisting of Roger S. Brown (PGM) (130) and
Amerigo Raimondi (130).
3
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MEANING OF THE TERM “FELLOWCRAFT”
“Fellowcraft” is one of a large number of terms which have a technical meaning peculiar to
Freemasonry and are seldom und elsewhere. In Operative Masonry a “craft” was an organization
of skilled workmen in some trade or calling; a “fellow” meant one who held membership in such
a craft, obligated to the same duties and allowed the same privileges.
In Freemasonry it possesses two separate meanings, one of which we may call the Operative
meaning, the other the Speculative.
In its Operative period Freemasons were skilled workmen engaged as architects and builders;
like other skilled workmen, they had an organized craft of their own, the general form of which
was called a “guild.” This guild had officers, laws, rules, regulations, and customs of its own,
rigorously binding on all members.
It divided its membership into two grades, the lower of which, composed of apprentices, was
explained to you in our first booklet.
Now that the Craft is no longer Operative, the term “Fellowcraft” possesses a very different
meaning, yet it is still used in its original sense in certain parts of the Ritual, and, of course, it is
frequently met with in the literature of the Fraternity.
Operative Freemasonry began to decline at about the time of the Reformation when lodges
became few in number and small in membership. A few of these in England began to admit into
membership men with no intention of practicing Operative Masonry but who were attracted by
the Craft’s antiquity, and for social and philosophical reasons. These were called Speculative
Masons. At the beginning of the eighteenth century these Speculatives had so increased in
numbers that they gained control and during the first quarter of that century completely
transformed the Craft into the Speculative Fraternity we now have.
Although they adhered as closely as possible to the old customs, they made some radical changes
to fit the society for its new purposes. One of the most important of these was to abandon the old
rule of dividing the members into two grades, degrees, and to adopt the new rule of dividing
them into three. The second was called the Fellowcraft Degree, the third the Master Mason
Degree.
The term Fellowcraft is now used as the name of one who has received the Second Degree. You
are a Fellowcraft; you have passed through the ceremonies, assumed the obligations of the
Fellowcraft Degree and are registered as a Fellowcraft in the books of the Lodge. You can sit in a
Lodge of Apprentices or of Fellowcrafts, but not of Master Masons. Your duties are to do and to
be all that a Fellowcraft’s lodge requires.
Freemasonry is too extensive to be exemplified in a ritual or to be presented through initiation in
one evening. One Degree follows another and the members of each stand on a different level of
rights and duties; but this does not mean that the Masonry presented in either the First or Second
Degree, so far as its nature and teachings are concerned, is less important, or less binding, than
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that presented in the Third Degree. All that is taught in the First and Second Degrees belongs as
vitally and permanently to Freemasonry as that which is taught in the Third; there is a necessary
subordination in the grades of membership but there is no subordination of the Masonry
presented in each grade.
Do not, therefore be tempted to look upon the Fellowcraft Degree as a mere stepping stone to the
Third. Freemasonry gave to you one part of herself in the First, another portion in the Second,
and in the Third she will give you yet another, but it is always Freemasonry throughout.
Therefore, we urge on you the same studious attention while you are a Fellowcraft that you
doubtless expect to give when you are a Master Mason.
THE RITUAL OF THE SECOND DEGREE
The Entered Apprentice represents youth standing at the portals of life, his pathway lighted by
the rays of the rising sun. The Master Mason represents the man of years, already on the farther
slope of the hill with the setting sun in his eyes. The Fellowcraft is a man in the prime of life experienced, strong, resourceful, able to bear the heat and burden of the day.
Only in its narrowest sense can adulthood be described in terms of years. If and when he
achieves it, a man discovers that the mere fact that he is forty or fifty years of age has little to do
with it. Adulthood is rather a quality of mind and heart. The man in his middle years carries the
responsibilities. It is he upon whom a family depends for support; he is the Atlas on whose
shoulders rest the burdens of business; by his skill and experience the arts are sustained; to his
keeping are entrusted the destinies of the State. It is said that in the building of his Temple, King
Solomon employed eighty thousand Fellowcrafts, who labored in the mountains and the quarries.
The description is suggestive, for it is by men in the Fellowcraft period of life that the work is
done in the mountains and quarries of human experience.
What does the Second Degree say to the Fellowcraft, whether in Masonry or in the world at
large? The answer brings up to the second great idea that the Fellowcraft is so to equip himself
that he will prove adequate to the tasks which will be laid upon him.
What is that equipment? The Degree gives us at least three answers.
The first is that the Fellowcraft must gain direct experience from contact with the realities of
existence. You will recall what was said about the Five Senses. Needless to say, that portion of
the Middle Chamber Lecture was not intended as a dissertation on either physiology or
psychology; it is symbolism, and represents that a man learns through seeing, feeling, tasting,
hearing and smelling in short, immediate experience; and a man garners such experience only
with the passage of time.
The second answer is education. The possibilities of an individual’s experience are limited.
Could we learn of life only that with which we are brought in contact by our senses, we would be
poorly equipped to deal with its complexities and responsibilities. To our store of hard won
experience we add the experience of others, supplementing ours by the information of countless
men which is brought to us through many channels; our own knowledge must be made more
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nearly complete by the accumulated knowledge of humankind.
We have a picture of this in Freemasonry. In the days when Masons were builders of great and
costly structures, the apprentice was a mere boy, ten to fifteen years of age, scarcely knowing
one tool from another, ignorant of the secrets and art of the builders. Yet, if worthy and skillful,
after seven years he was able to produce his Master’s piece and perform any task to which the
Master might appoint him. How was all this accomplished? Only by the instruction, guidance
and inspiration the Master was able to give him as a result of long years of experience and
development.
Such is education, symbolized in the Second Degree by the Liberal Arts and Sciences. What was
said about grammar, rhetoric, logic, arithmetic, geometry, music and astronomy was not intended
as an academic lecture. Like so much else in the Degree they are symbols, signifying all that is
meant by education.
The third answer is wisdom.
Experience gives us awareness of the world at points of immediate contact; knowledge gives us
competence for special tasks in the activities of life. But a man’s life is not confined to his
immediate experience; nor is he day and night engaged in the same task! Life is richer than that!
Wisdom is that quality of judgment by which we are able to adapt our experience and knowledge to a practical solution of our social relations to others; wisdom to make our work conform
to the plan of the Great Architect.
The Middle Chamber, which is so conspicuous in the Second Degree, is a symbol of wisdom.
Through the Five Senses (Experience), and through knowledge of the Liberal Arts and Sciences
(Education), the candidate is called to advance, as on Winding Stairs, to that maturity of life in
which the senses, emotions, intellect, character, work, deeds, habits and soul of a man are knit
together in unity; become balanced and poised and equate Wisdom.
DUTIES AND PRIVILEGES OF A FELLOWCRAFT
The first and foremost duty of a Fellow craft is to live according to the obligations of the Degree;
to be obedient to the officers of the Lodge and to the rules, regulations, and laws of the
Fraternity. He must learn well the work in order to pass his test for proficiency; if he be earnest
and sincere he will study the meaning of the Degree as a preparation for his Masonic life in the
future.
His limitations are equally plain. He may sit in Lodge only when it is open on the Fellowcraft or
Entered Apprentice Degree. He is not entitled to vote, to hold office, or to have a voice in the
administration of the Lodge.
He has a right to instruction whereby he may prove himself proficient in open Lodge; and he can
make himself known to other Fellowcrafts by means of his modes of recognition.
A Mason remains a Fellowcraft, in a real sense, as long as he lives. Taking the First Degree is
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like drawing a circle; the Second Degree is a circle drawn around the first; the Third Degree is a
still larger circle drawn around the other two, and containing both. A portion of Freemasonry
is contained within the first; another part is in the second; still a third in the last. Being a Master
Mason includes being also an Entered Apprentice and a Fellowcraft. The entered Apprentice and
Fellowcraft Degrees are not like stages left behind in a journey to be abandoned or forgotten;
rather are they preserved and incorporated in the Master Mason Degree and form the foundation
on which it rests.
The ideas, the ideals, and the teachings of the Second Degree as permanently belong to
Freemasonry as the Third; the moral obligations continue to be binding. A Master Mason is as
much the Brother of Entered Apprentices and Fellowcrafts as of Master Masons.
Freemasonry has many aspects. The First Degree makes its appeal to the conscience, and we are
taught how necessary are obedience, apprenticeship, and industry if we would become good men
and true. The Second Degree exalts the intellectual, paying its tribute alike to knowledge and
wisdom. In the Third Degree, as you will learn in due time, is the Masonry of the soul. Running
through all three degrees is the Masonry of fellowship, good will, kindness, loyalty, toleration,
brotherly love; we also learn the Masonry of benevolence, expressed in relief and charity; again
we have Masonry as an institution, organized under laws and managed by responsible officers;
and yet again we have a Masonry that holds above and before us those great ideals of truth,
justice, courage, and goodness to which we can always aspire.
The Operative builders gave the world, among other masterpieces, the great Gothic cathedrals of
Europe. Their art was one of the highest and the most difficult practiced in their period. The
Masons were masters of mathematics, which they called Geometry, of engineering, of the
principles of design, of carving, of stained glass, and of mosaic. Through all the changes of the
Craft in after years, through its transformation some three hundred years ago into a Speculative
Fraternity, their great intellectual tradition has remained and stands today embodied in the
Second Degree which teaches Masons to love the Liberal Arts and Sciences, and apply them in
daily living.
This Masonry of the mind develops one of the real meanings of the Second Degree; it is what is
truly signified by our term “Fellowcraft.” Whenever you prove yourself a friend of
enlightenment, whenever you become an enemy of bigotry or intolerance and a champion of the
mind’s right to be free, to do its work without check or hindrance, when you support schools and
colleges, and labor to translate into action the command “Let there be light,” you live the
teachings of the Fellowcraft Degree.
SYMBOLISM OF THE SECOND DEGREE
You have already been taught that from the beginning of time symbols have played important
parts in civil and religious rites and allegories came into use with the need of man to impress the
mind with facts not easily realized.
Both symbols and allegories are still in common use by writers and speakers. Symbols and
allegoris are used to illustrate vividly thought. Symbols were the first form of speech and will be
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the last. Even in today’s enlightened age, no less than when the dim gropings of the earliest
thinkers began their ratiocination, words, alone, are inadequate to give complete expression to
our highest thought. Only in words and symbol and allegory, combined, can man express his
penultimate ideas and ideals.
In your journey through the ritual of this degree there were presented to you symbols and
allegory having meanings not disclosed on the surface.
The first of these symbols were the two pillars.
The pillar has throughout the centuries played an important part in the worship of the unseen
God and expressed His might and the wonder of His works. Scholars trace the use of pillars as an
essential part of religious worship in East Indian as well as ancient Egyptian temples. It is
natural, therefore, that Hiram of Tyre should erect pillars for King Solomon’s Temple. Our ritual
describes them in some detail and their ancient use and purpose were explained to you, but there
is no hint given of their symbolic significance.
The ancients believed the earth to be flat and that it was supported by two pillars placed at the
Western entrance of King Solomon’s temple.
Symbolic significance of various kinds is suggested for the use of these pillars. It has been said
they represent the authority of Church and State because on certain formal occasions the high
priest stood before one pillar and the King before the other; that they allude to the legendary
pillars erected by the prophet Enoch and on which was inscribed all the wisdom of the ancient
world in order that it might be preserved from destruction by another flood or by fire; that they
were to remind man of the pillars of cloud and fire by which the people of Israel were led out of
the darkness of Egypt into the light of Canaan; and our ritual offers still another thought of them
as denoting Strength and Establishment.
Then the five orders in Architecture represented by five different pillars show a progression in
ornamentation, and are suggestive of the progress in beauty and usefulness which it is possible to
attain in the “art of living” by making a right use of the opportunity to obtain knowledge.
Architecture is perhaps the most beautiful and expressive of all the arts. If the genius of the
architect and builder be great enough, their finished work may declare truths which words can
hardly express, and visions of most divine harmonies. For has not the poet said that architecture
is “frozen music”?
It was, therefore, a striking and important feature of the rite of this degree when you acted the
part of a man approaching the Temple, who passed the pillars, ascended the stairs and entered the
Middle Chamber where our ancient brethren received their wages of corn, wine and oil.
The second symbol to which we directed your attention is that of the flight of winding stairs.
They are described in 1 Kings 6:8, in the words: “and they went up with winding stairs into the
middle chamber.”
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Three things are to be said about these stairs.
First, they were winding stairs. Anyone proposing to ascend could not see from the first step up
to the last to know how much of a journey it was, or to know what he was to find at the top.
Some element of trust in his guide or mentor was therefore necessary to be used; and reliance on
a promise of worthwhile reward to be received when he reached the top.
Second, they lead upward, signifying that the very effort to be used was leading toward the top,
the place most desired and sought after by every man. To be first in his class; to be the most
successful, the most honored, the bravest of his fellows, is a commendable and universal human
ambition.
Third, they were stairs, to be taken one step at a time, as that is the way for all commendable
human progress in living and any worthwhile endeavor.
Then there is the Middle Chamber as a symbol. This Fellowcraft degree represents middle age in
Man that time when he realizes the great responsibility resting upon him. Earlier in life he had
father or mother to fall back upon or someone else to whom he could go for help or advice. Now
he stands alone, perhaps with wife and family looking to him for support and guidance; with the
inevitable sickness or mishap eating into his income; with keen competition in business to meet;
with the disaster of failure or loss of employment lurking by the way; with numerous and
often new temptations to go wrong assailing him. No wonder this middle period of life often
seems too hard; to be not worth the living. But right here is where we find real value in the
symbolism of the Middle Chamber, for that is the place where the Fellowcraft is admitted to
receive his wages, signifying a sure reward for work well done.
And the wages of a Fellowcraft were not our Indian corn, properly called maize, but wheat,
barley or rye; the wine was the juice of the grape; and the oil came from olives; all physically
nourishing and symbolic of the mental and spiritual refreshment which comes to the man who
seeks knowledge to enable him to make the most and the best out of his life.
You recall the prominence which was given the letter G. It is doubtful if this symbol in its
present form was of any Masonic significance prior to the 18th Century, but since that time it has
come to have a double interpretation; first, as being the first letter of our name for the Deity in
whose existence all Masons have professed belief, the continued expression of which is
symbolized by the presence of the Volume of the Sacred Law upon our altar; second, as being the
initial of Geometry, regarded as the basic science of Operative Masonry, now symbolizing to
Speculative Masons the unchanging natural laws which govern the whole material universe.
Together they symbolize that attribute of God revealed to us through Geometry; God as the great
Intelligence of the universe. This is consistent as the entire Degree makes its appeal to the
intellect.
We find this entire degree to be an allegory, teaching the gospel of hard work, of keen
intelligence, of unflinching will, those necessary prerequisites of success. The symbol of the
sheaf of wheat hung near a water-ford, with its peculiar password, gives emphasis to that
teaching by presenting the fact that ignorance often leads to disaster, as the allegorical story
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recited to you may explain.
Such are some of the meanings of your allegorical entrance into Solomon’s Temple as a
candidate in the Second Degree. Other symbols and allegories in the Degree may be interpreted
in the light of these definitions when the Degree as a whole becomes a living influence upon our
lives, not only in the lodge room but in the world of human experience of which the lodge room
is a symbol.
So the Fellowcraft, if he choose his plan right and apply himself to its realization, can build for
himself, “that house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.”
TEACHINGS OF MASONRY
While you have yet to reach the climax of your journey in the Sublime Degree of a Master
Mason, already you have discovered that Freemasonry has a certain teaching of its own, and to
expound which is one of the principal functions of the Ritual.
You have likewise discovered that instead of employing teachers and textbooks and lessons in
didactic form, expounding its teaching in words, Freemasonry uses ritual, symbol, and allegory.
This is not as easy to follow as the school room method but has this great advantage; it makes a
Mason study and learn for himself, forces him to search out the truth, compels him to take the
initiative, so that the very act of learning is of educational value. The purpose of secrecy is not to
keep a candidate in the dark, but to stimulate him to seek the light; the symbols and emblems do
not conceal the teaching, they reveal it, but in such a manner that a man must find it for himself.
Only when a man finds truth for himself is it likely to remain a permanent possession. A few
interpretations of Masonic teachings can only suggest what you will find by your own efforts,
how you will find it, and where. Necessarily there can be no exhaustive exposition of Masonic
truth, because in its nature it is something each must discover for himself.
Freemasonry is devoted to Brotherhood, exists to furnish opportunities to its members to enjoy it
not only for its own sake but as a means to something beyond. Brotherhood rests on a religious
basis; we are all brothers because God is the Father of us all; therefore, religion is one of the
foundations of Masonry.
Masonry is dedicated to God, the Great Architect of the Universe. An altar at the center of every
lodge room bears the Holy Bible open upon it. Lodges begin and end their meetings with prayer.
When Freemasonry obligates a candidate he must be upon his knees. Petitioners must believe in
God. All this is a genuine relation to the divine, not a formal religiousness; it is sincerely held
and scrupulously upheld, and without it Masonry would lose much of its effectiveness.
But this relation to the divine of Masonry, like all its teaching, is not set forth in written creeds;
the Mason must come upon it for himself, and put it in such form as will satisfy his own mind,
leaving others to do likewise. This is Masonic tolerance, one of the prime principles of the Craft,
and protected by the Old Charge which forbids all sectarian discussion in our assemblies.
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Masonry teaches the necessity of morality, requiring its members to be good men and true,
righteous when tried by the Square, upright when tried by the Plumb, their passions kept in due
bounds by the Compasses; just in their dealings with their fellows, patient with the erring,
charitable, and always honorable. A candidate must possess such a character as indicated to be
qualified for admittance, and a Mason must persevere in it to retain his right to membership.
Through the agency of the Lodge and of the Grand Lodge each of us gives support to the
charities maintained by both. Each of us should privately extend a helping hand in relief of an
unfortunate brother, of his dependents. Masonry does not advocate a charity carried to the limits
of fanaticism; it is limited by the extent of ability and opportunity, and we are not asked to give
relief to the injury of ourselves or hardship to our families.
Another of Masonry’s great teachings is Equality, symbolized by the Level. This does not
represent that impossible doctrine which would erase all distinctions, and holds that in all
respects all men are the same. There are no duplicates in Nature. Men are unequal physically,
intellectually, morally, and spiritually. Heredity and environment are constant forces. It is, rather,
the principle that we owe good will, charity, tolerance and truthfulness equally to all, and that
within our Fraternity all men travel the same road of initiation, take the same obligations, pay the
same dues, and have the same duties, rights and privileges.
The Mason is a good citizen, loyal to his government and just to his country, conducting himself
as a wise and moral man, remembering in all things that he has in his keeping the good name of
his Fraternity.
These teachings are bound together into an organic unity by the nature and needs of that
Brotherhood for the sake of which the whole system of the Craft exists. Enduring through all
vicissitudes and to satisfy our natures, Brotherhood must have a spiritual basis, hence the
importance of our conception of religion. Brotherhood requires that men must be held together
by unbreakable ties, hence the necessity for morality, which is a name for the forces that bind us
together in ethical relations. Differences in beliefs and opinions must not rupture those bonds,
hence the need for tolerance. Men cannot easily come together except they have the same rights
and privileges, hence the necessity of equality. They cannot work together except all understand
the work to be done, hence the need for enlightenment. They will not be drawn together except
they are filled with that spirit of good will which necessarily expresses itself in charity and relief.
Brotherhood cannot exist except in a nation which admits of it, hence the need for Masons to be
good citizens. Through all the teachings of Masonry run these principles which lead back to the
conception and practice of Brotherhood; from that conception all teachings emerge, to it all come
in the end. Gain a clear understanding of that and you will have that secret by which all else is
made plain.
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OUTLINE
THE FELLOWCRAFT DEGREE BOOKLET
I.
THE FELLOWCRAFT DEGREE IS NOT A STEPPING STONE BETWEEN THE
ENTERED APPRENTICE AND THE MASTER MASON DEGREES.
(a)
The Fellowcraf t Degree is fully capable of standing alone in the value of its
teachings
(b)
Each Masonic Degree is separate and complete in itself yet each would be lacking
without the others
II.

FORM OF THE DEGREE OWED TO WILLIAM PRESTON.
(a)
Lectures in early days of Speculative Masonry followed no ritualistic pattern
(1)
Preston believed knowledge to be the key to all things
(2)
Few opportunities in Preston’s time for formal education
(3)
He attempted to put into the Fellowcraft Degree lecture the condensed
elements of a formal education - hence the emphasis on the globes, the senses, the
liberal arts and sciences

III.
IN MODERN MASONRY THE GLOBES, SENSES, AND LIBERAL ARTS AND
SCIENCES ARE SYMBOLS.
(a)
The Fellowcraft represents a man in his prime, strong, capable of bearing the
responsibilities of manhood
(1)
To attain this stature he has the experience given him through the senses by direct contact with life
(2)
To this is added formal education - that which he is taught by others,
symbolized by the globes and the arts and sciences
(3)
The sum of the two is Wisdom, represented by the Middle Chamber
(b)
The Middle Chamber is reached indirectly
(1)
The journey toward Wisdom is a winding one, frequently interrupted
(2)
We are not permitted to know if we will ever reach our goal, or even what
that goal may be
(3)
The Fellowcraft must meet and cope with the problems of life as they arise
each day, with faith in the Great Architect of the Universe that he will be given
the strength and courage and wisdom to do so
(c)
The two pillars symbolize God’s promise that he would establish His house or
kingdom forever
(1)
Passing between the pillars symbolizes the candidate’s acknowledgment of
this covenant and his acceptance of his part in it
(d)
Corn, wine and oil
(1)
Referred to frequently in the Holy Bible
(2)
Symbolize that the capable and worthy Fellowcraft is entitled to a just
reward, both spiritually and physically
(e)
The Jewels of a Fellowcraft
(1)
Knowledge, which is so stressed in the Fellowcraft Degree, is symbolized
by the attentive ear through which it is received, and by the tongue by which it is
imparted
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(f)

(2)
The faithful breast points out symbolically that the Fellowtraft is
trustworthy
The letter “G”
(1)
As the initial of Geometry, it symbolizes all the great laws of the universe
(2)
As the initial of diety it symbolizes the Divine Wisdom through which the
laws of the universe functions

IV.

FELLOWCRAFT RESTRICTIONS.
(a)
May not participate in a public procession while clothed as Mason except it be a
Masonic funeral
(b)
May not sit in a Lodge of Master Masons
(c)
Has no voice in the affairs of the Lodge
(d)
May not hold office in the Lodge

V.

FELLOWCRAFT PRIVILEGES.
(a)
He is entitled to a just and impartial trial if he offends against the Fraternity
(b)
He has the right to be instructed in all parts of the Fellowcraft Degree, as well as
in the work to be memorized
(c)
He has the right to hope for advancement to the Master Mason Degree

VI.
THE FELLOWCRAFT STANDS AS A LIVING SYMBOL OF ENLIGHTENMENT
AND WISDOM.
(a)
These qualities are attained only with difficulty and therefore are to be cherished
and valued accordingly
VII.

QUESTIONS.
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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS FOR THE NEWLY PASSED
FELLOWCRAFT
Q. Why are Masons of the Second Degree called Fellowcrafts?
A. Originally it was “fellows” or “Fellows of the Craft,” from the old operative system. We
simply continued the old custom.
Q. We say that a Fellow Craft is “passed.” Please explain.
A. It alludes to his having passed through the porch to the middle chamber of the Temple, the
place in which Fellow Crafts received their wages. Now let’s again look at some words and
consider their Masonic meaning:
FELLOW
This old and beautiful word appears to have begun far back in the earliest period of the
Anglo-Saxon language. Its first usage indicates that it was formed by combining two
words, one of which we still have in the form of fee, the other of which meant to lay, to
lay down. The word is a picture of how a number of men when forming an association
contribute equal shares toward its costs, or else make over to it equal shares of property.
This equality of membership is still the principal point in its meaning as used in the
Masonic lodge. In Operative times an Apprentice became a Fellow of the Craft when he
became a full member, on a par with all other members, and with the same rights and
duties. He was at the same time a Master Mason, because he was not granted full
membership until after he had mastered his art. The two words became separated in the
middle of the eighteenth century when fellow became used as the name of the second
degree, master as the name of the third. In the historical and technical sense of the word,
Freemasonry is a fellowship because all the members of a lodge have the same rights,
duties, and privileges.
CRAFT
Many centuries ago the earliest ancestors of Anglo-Saxon peoples had a word which
meant power and strength, and was spelled in some such form as kraefr. After it had been
transplanted to England it took on the additional meanings of skill, trained hands,
cleverness, and subtlety (which is retained in our word crafty). At one time what are now
called Seven Liberal Arts and Sciences in our lectures were called the Seven Crafts. In
the Middle Ages all trained workmen were in guilds, societies, and fraternities, therefore
“craft” came to be the name given to any one of the skilled trades or arts in general. The
modern fraternity of Speculative Freemasonry continues, in one aspect of it, to be a craft,
partly because it is organized, partly because the members of its lodges are skilled in the
Masonic arts, and more particularly because of the ritualistic art of making Masons.
MYSTERY
The word mystery has many meanings various enough to perplex the mind, almost
impossible to define. In reality there are three or four different words spelled and
pronounced alike. ( 1) One of these began with a Greek term which meant “to close the
eyes” and therefore denoted something secret, hidden. (2) Another began in the Latin
minesterium, and meant to minister to, as when a physician ministers to a patient, or a
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pastor ministers to the parish. (3) In the Middle Ages it was in common use to denote a
skilled craft, therefore early Masonry was often described as a mystery. (4) In the ancient
world there were a number of organized religious societies which admitted members by
initiation, used rites, symbols, ceremonies, and had secrets; they were called “Mysteries”.
In lodge work and in Masonic literature together all are in common use.
LEVEL
The word Level hides within its two syllables a cabinet of historical customs, poetics, and
images. It began with the Latin word libra, which denoted a Roman unit of measure of
about 12 ounces or a pound, abbreviated lb. It also referred to a measuring device, or
scale or balance, from each end of which hung a pan or a weight. A small scale of that
sort was called a libella or a leveling scale. The idea behind it was that an object is
accurately weighted when the two ends of the arm are level with each other. Also libra
was the name for the seventh sign of the zodiac and is still almost universally used as a
symbol for justice. The shape or details of a level are not its most important features; its
great purpose, and regardless of the means used, is to tell whether or not a surface is at all
points exactly at right angle to the center of gravity.
PLUMB
Plumbum was the Latin name used for lead. The word has had many forms and uses. As
plumago it is both the name for oxide of lead, and for a plant. It appears in plumbing, and
plumber. Under such names as plumb-bob, plumb-line, and plumb-rule it has for
thousands of years been the simplest, and one of the best, devices for testing
perpendiculars. A blob of lead is made symmetrical in shape; in the exact center of its top
a cord is attached; the weight of the lead draws the cord downward in a straight line
which is also perpendicular. (The plumbline appears in a majestic form and under
dramatic circumstances in the Scripture reading taken from the Book of Amos.)
SQUARE
The square, from certain points of view is possibly the most widely known of all the
symbols and emblems, and has passed into the familiar phraseology of the people in such
expressions as “a square deal,” “be a square,” etc. The history behind the word is
complex, but throughout its wanderings there has been one point of meaning common to
all its forms and uses. The number four has been at the center of it. There are four straight
lines, four right angles, four of this, that, or the other; hence such words as quadrangle,
quadrilateral, quadratica, etc. Also, men always have been struck by the fact that a solid
figure squared in shape gives maximum equilibrium. It stays put, will not topple over,
will not cave in, it is solid and substantial. For a Mason to be on the square means more,
therefore, than for him to be truthful and honorable, though his character is of cardinal
importance; he also is stable, is not flighty, can be relied on, stays put. As a working tool,
the square is a try-square, used for proving right angles; it should not be confused with
the carpenter’s square, which has inch marks along each arm.
DEACON
The ancient Greeks had a term (about which there is some obscurity) which meant to be
swift of foot, to go speedily, to run errands, to be a messenger. It passed through Latin
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and came into English in the latter of which it became “deacon”. Very early in history the
Christian Church adopted it as the name for a church officer and its use continues more
frequently in churches than elsewhere. In Operative Freemasonry, lodges, companies,
incorporations, and guilds not infrequently used it as the name of the principal officers. In
modern Speculative lodges the two deacons are messengers and in a general way give
personal assistance to the Worshipful Master and the Senior Warden. The need for such
an officer is explained by the fact that the Master and his Wardens occupy stations which
they are not to leave except when their own duties make it necessary, in which cases they
return to their stations immediately after the duty is performed.
WARDEN
Warden began as the fine old Anglo-Saxon word weard, which meant to watch, so that
the warden was a guard, a watchman, a custodian of something, as when a watchman of
the timber was called a “wood warden” or “forest warden”. The two wardens in a lodge
watch, or oversee, the activities which center in their stations, and both of them assist the
Master to rule and govern his lodge. Traditionally the Senior Warden oversees or watches
over the Craft while at labor, the Junior Warden oversees the Craft during the hours of
refreshment.
WORD
Among all the hundreds of thousands of words in our magnificent English language no
other one is more difficult to define, or has behind it a more complex history, than word
itself. Thus, to use two examples at random, the ancient Greeks had it as rhetor, which
denoted a speaker, and from which we have rhetoric and rhetorician. The Latin speaking
peoples, the precursors of all Romance languages, had it as verbum, from which we have
verb, verbal, etc. It found its way into European languages and through these many
centuries it has always had something to denote about speech. A word is a unit of speech
with meaning so fundamental it came inevitably into use for many other purposes, poetic,
allegoric, symbolic, emblematic, and philosophic. The Fourth Gospel begins with “In the
beginning was the word”. The prophet began with “The word of Jehovah”. Theologians
described the Holy Bible as “God’s word”. It is a sign of veracity, as in the phrase,
“Gentlemen do not doubt each other’s word.” It stands for news, as in “I have received
word from him recently”. It is a secret password. It may be used as a test, as in shibboleth
and sibboleth.
Q. What are the basic teachings of the second degree?
A. As the Entered Apprentice degree, with its moral instruction, “is symbolic of YOUTH” and
the preparatory period of life, the “Fellowcraft degre is symbolic of MANHOOD” with its in
creased duties and obligations. Here the candidate is urged, literally and symbolically, to advance
his education, particularly in the fields of history, science, and the liberal arts, that he may
occupy with honor his allotted place in the great structure of human society. William Preston
(1742-1818), to whom we are indebted for a generous portion of our modern Masonic ritual,
evidently intended the Fellow Craft degree to be the beginning of a liberal arts education; and
indeed in his day it was. Today every school boy is familiar with most of the facts presented by
this degree, but he knows nothing of its symbolic interpretation, of course, or that it is intended
to be an open door to further study. A learned Past Grand Master of Iowa has written: “The
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Fellowcraft degree symbolizes that period of life when a man prepares for life’s work and strives
to erect his spiritual Temple agreeably to the designs drawn on the Trestle Board. As a Fellow
Craft, you receive more light in Masonry, you are invested with the working tools so necessary
for the tasks of manhood; you are encouraged to continue in the acquisition of knowledge, in the
cultivation of the mind, and in the search for Truth.”
Q. Why does the long lecture of the Fellowcraft degree contain such elementary subjects?
A. No matter how well grounded a candidate may be in the subjects covered by the Middle
Chamber lecture, he is not nor ever will be so “learned” that he may conscientiously cease his
studies and “rest on his laurels”. We say that “Masonry is a progressive science”. So must the
acquisition of useful knowledge be continuously progressive in the life of man, an ever onward
march that never ceases, else he becomes static or stagnant and his position in society becomes
less secure and less valuable to his fellow man. Freemasonry expects its votaries to seek, to
learn, and thus by precept and example to teach! Thus, and only thus, can our Craft carry out its
human activity and accomplish its mission. All useful knowledge rests upon ELEMENTARY
fundamentals, and no matter how learned a man may be it is desirable that frequently he should
refocus his attention on these fundamentals to keep them in proper perspective and to remind
him forcibly that the process of education never ceases. The Fellowcraft degree accomplishes
this in an admirable manner, for it not only reviews the basic elements of education but in so
doing it automatically reminds the candidate of how far we have progressed in the acquisition of
useful knowledge in our modern day. Thus by contrast it sets before him a progressive pattern for
the future. Look about you! Consider the elements that “disturb” our daily lives! Quickly the
realization will come that most of the burdens borne by mankind result from the departure by the
world’s people from the simple truths, the fundamentals, which must guide the human race if it
ultimately is to find real happiness which lies only on the path to Truth! Thus the Middle
Chamber lecture, with its elementary funda mentals, presents a logical approach to Truth and
permits the candidate to view in true perspective the Grand Architect and His works. The
detailed discussion on the Five Orders of Architecture, which is a prominent part of the Middle
Chamber lecture, has several objectives. While it fixes the candidate’s attention on the growth
and importance of architecture in general, and by inference displays the magnitude of its
influence on the progress of man, it emphasizes, too, that architecture is a symbol of the very
foundation of Freemasonry, which is a speculative science derived from an operative art.
Q. What is the symbolism of the approach to the Middle Chamber?
A. The journey to the Middle Chamber is based upon a legend connected with the building of
King Solomon’s Temple. Like most Masonic teaching it is symbolic; and if you would profit by
its lessons and apply them to the building and beautifying of your own Spiritual Temple, you
must really work as a Speculative Mason. It is said that at the building of the Temple,
Fellowcrafts met in the Middle Chamber on the evening of the sixth day of every week to receive
their wages. None but the worthy craftsmen were admitted, and these were invested with certain
mysterious signs, tokens, and words, by means of which they were able to pass the guards. The
journey (to the Middle Chamber) is an allegory, a symbol of the journey of life and the reward
for faithful living. In our journey from the quarries to the Middle Chamber, we are now within
the precincts of the Temple, and before us is the beautiful arched gateway which leads to the
inner court. Passing through this gateway, we come to the porch and the entrance of the Temple,
where you observed two brazen pillars, one on the right hand, he other on the left, called Jachin
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and Boaz. We have considered the names Boaz and Jachin as meaning strength and establiment.
An equally good translation of the word Boaz is power and of the word Jachin wisdom or
control. Masonry conducts you between these pillars and earnestly recommends them to your
attention. You need the things they typify; power - physical, mental, and moral strength to stand
for the right, strength on occasion to say “no”; control - that your power may not be wasted but
bring only good to yourself and to your fellows; wisdom - to make the right decisions in the
issues of life from day to day. If with strength comes wisdom, if with power comes control, you
may confidently hope to reach your Middle Chamber and receive wages. There is nothing in the
Biblical description of the Pillars to indicate that they were surmounted by Globes; but Masons
of modern times have added those symbols, delineating on one the divisions of the Earth and on
the other the heavenly bodies. Hence the Globes denote the universality of Masonry and teach us
so to regulate our lives that when we pass from Earth, the terrestrial, it may be to that other and
better world, the celestial. In our symbolic journey we have reached a flight of winding stairs
(consisting of three, five, and seven steps). In a symbolic sense you are now preparing for your
life work, and the stairs are to climb from the depths of your earthly nature to the heights of a
moral and spiritual life. A winding stairway is one to try a man’s soul; you can see only to the
next turning, perhaps only one step in advance. You cannot see the Middle Chamber; you must
depend upon your faith that there is a Middle Chamber. Once started, there can be no return. As
the Worshipful Master informed you it will be necessary that you make a regular advance; none
other will serve. It is only by your own honest effort that you can climb the stairs. And then, no
matter how hard you try, you may yet never reach the Middle Chamber of your boyhood dreams.
Pillars we may consider as symbols of our faith in God, and the Three Steps teach that we are
dependent on Him and that our first care should be to harmonize our will with His to build our
Temple agreeably to the Divine Plan. By the five steps you are taught to use Order in the architecture of your Temple and to improve yourself by a rational development of all your natural
powers. The seven steps symbolize that the crowning glory of man is the development of mind
and spirit. Your destiny as an immortal being requires you to ascend step by step until you reach
the summit where the treasures of truth await you. Unless you have acquired the secret signs,
tokens, and words, of the faithful Craftsman by putting into daily practice the moral and spiritual
teachings found in the Great Light of Masonry, you cannot pass the inner door to the place of
wages.
Q. Why do Masons put so much emphasis on Geometry?
A. The place of Geometry in the Masonic system is not only historical, but a most natural
emphasis upon a basic science, which is essential to building. The lecture of the Fellowcraft
degree records its importance to the Craft. Historically, the Egyptians were undoubtedly one of
the first peoples to cultivate Geometry as a science. From Egypt it passed over into other
countries and Geometry and Operative Masonry have always been found together, the latter
carrying into execution the designs which were first made possible according to the principles of
the former. Speculative Masonry, in like manner is, intimately connected with Geometry. We
derive our most important symbols from the science of Geometry and it is only natural that we
should give it a place of great prominence in our rituals. Geometry is not only synonymous with
Masonry but with the art of building as well, and since Fmasonry is, in the speculative sense, a
system of teaching that each individual should erect within himself a spiritual temple, it is the
most natural thing that we use the tools of architecture and Geometry as symbols in carrying out
that instruction. Masonry has sometimes been described as a search for Truth. What is that except
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a study of all available information by which one can better discern Truth?
Q. What is the symbolism of the Jewels of a Fellowcraft?
A. The symbolism refers chiefly to knowledge, for by the ear you receive information and
instruction, and by the tongue you pass along your hard earned wisdom to the attentive ear of a
brother. And the faithful breast alludes not only to the safekeeping of Masonic secrets, but
symbolizes once again the fact that the Fellowcraft is fully capable of bearing the duties of life,
and can be trusted to do so.
Q. What are the ritual wages of a Fellowcraft?
A. Corn, wine and oil, symbolizing the wealth of life in mental and spiritual, not financial
realms. In the Old Testament these were physical wealth. In Freemasonry, CORN represents
plenty, referring to opportunity, friends, work; OIL represents joy, happiness, gladness; WINE
represents health, spirituality, peace. Together, corn, wine and oil represent the rewards of a good
life. They are also the elements of consecration used in Masonic cornerstone layings and in
constitution, dedication and consecration of a new Lodge. The meaning of the word CORN, as it
is used in the Fellow Craft degree, should be clarified. In the United States the word generally is
used when referring to maize. Most candidates therefore are confused when they hear reference
to an “ear of corn” and then see it represented by a sheaf of wheat. In most parts of the world the
word “corn” is used in its collective sense and refers to all small grains.The etymology of “corn”
is from Old English, in turn derived from from Proto-Germanic kurnam meaning small seed.
That usage and custom is also followed in Old Frisian and Old Saxon, korn meaning grain in
general. It is also found in Middle Dutch as coren, German and Old Norse korn. The sense of the
Old English word was “grain with the seed still in” as in barleycorn, rather than a particular
plant. Corned beef is so called from the 1560s for the “corns” or grains of salt with which it is
preserved as derived from the verb corn meaning “to salt”. Today, in most parts of the world the
word “corn” is used in its collective sense and refers to all small grains. This is its meaning when
used in any of our Masonic ceremonies, and grain collectively is usually represented by wheat.
Although any small grain such as barley, oats, maize, etc., may properly be used.
Q. Where can I learn more about Solomon’s Temple?
A. Refer to the Holy Bible and read “The First Book of the Kings,” beginning with Chapter 5.
Also read “The First Book of the Chronicles,” beginning with Chapter 2. Bear in mind, however,
that the Masonic conception of the Temple is symbolic and sometimes legendary. Therefore,
details of construction and development as presented by Masonic Ritual frequently differ from
the Biblical account. You will learn more about Masonry’s legendary Temple of Solomon in the
Master Mason degree.
Q. What are the particular responsibilities of a Fellowcraft?
A. To the responsibilities of an Entered Apprentice have been added those contained in the
obligation of a Fellowcraft. The extent to which these responsibilities have been expanded will
be clarified by careful review of the obligations of both degrees. But a Fellowcraft’s duties
extend beyond a literal interpretation of the obligation he has taken. He now is committed to “the
acquisition of knowledge” and the fruitful application thereof so he may occupy a useful and
honored position in society. The Fellowcraft represents manhood in its most splendid conception
and its greatest responsibility. The days of his disillusionment are past; he faces facts, not
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fancies. He understands the immensity of the tasks before him and approaches them with the joy
of one who is competent and resolved to conquer. His family depends upon him for support. The
world of business looks to him for judgment and guidance. The community needs his aid and
advice in promoting the moral and spiritual welfare of its people. He is a patron of the arts and
sciences. He has faith in God and believes that “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord”.
He is untiring in his zeal to promote religion, freedom, and justice. There stands the Fellowcraft
strong in body, soul, and spirit, and competent to cope with all of life’s realities.
Q. What are my rights as a Fellowcraft?
A. A Fellowcraft has no more right than an Entered Apprentice, except the privilege of attending
a lodge which is working in the Fellowcraft degree, the right of instruction by competent
brothers, and the right to ask for the opportunity of demonstrating his proficiency and of
requesting his Master Mason degree.
Q. What is Masonic philosophy?
A. First, let’s define philosophy. The dictionary says it is the love or pursuit of wisdom. It is
divided into three branches: (a) natural philosophy, (b) moral philosophy, (c) metaphysical
philosophy. Since Feemasonry is described as a moral science, then it is only natural that we are
primarily interested in moral philosophy.
Q. Where do we find Masonry’s philosophy?
A. There is only one place to search and that is among the rich symbolism and the allegories used
in the degrees of Freemasonry. Symbols are simply material objects used to express a thought,
idea or precept. Allegories are used in much the same way as symbols. They are picture symbols
or word pictures and may involve a person, a thing or an event, or a combination of all three.
Freemasonry’s philosophy of moral science is thus found in the symbols and word pictures we
see, hear and feel in the degrees.
Q. Is the moral philosophy of Masonry the same to all men?
A. No, because each member of the Craft interprets the moral philosophy according to his
knowledge of the symbols and under standing of the word pictures or allegories. Thus it is that
the study of Masonic philosophy has attracted and fascinated some of the world’s greatest minds.
The same is true of Masonic constitutions, rules, and regulations. The development and
administration of these constitutions, rules, and regulations have long been considered among the
finest examples of democratic principles.
Q. Who are some of the men who have made a study of Masonic philosophy?
A. There are five to which to call to your attention. They are William Preston, an English printer;
Karl Krause, founder of a law school in Germany; George Oliver, a master at King Edward’s
Grammar School in England; Albert Pike, an American attorney and Civil War general; and Dean
Roscoe Pound of the Harvard Law School. Masonry to Preston represented a traditional system
of knowledge and its purpose was to impart knowledge. To Krause Masonry was a system of
organized morals and its purpose was to put organized mankind behind the universal moral
sentiments of humanity. To Oliver Masonry was one approach to God and its end purpose was to
bring us to the absolute by means of a pure tradition. Pike believed that Masonry provided a
mode of studying first principles of the universe. He believed that such a study ultimately could
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lead to that unity with God in which all things merge and with which all things in the end must
agree. Dean Pound said that “wherever in the world there is a body of Masons, there should be a
focus for civilization . . . a center for the principles of universality radiating reason to put down
prejudice and advance justice . . . and making for the peace and harmony and civilization that
should (and must) prevail in this great lodge of the world if we are to achieve accord with the
Supreme Architect and His Grand Design.”
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MASTER MASON DEGREE BOOKLET
Including Outline and Questions & Answers

MASONRY
AN INTRODUCTION

The Master Mason4

GRAND LODGE A.F. & A.M. OF SOUTH DAKOTA

It is safe to say that among the countless thousands who have in the past been raised to the
Sublime Degree of Master Mason, not one of them realized at the time the full
implications of the ceremony. This would be clearly impossible.
Yet it is vitally important that the deeper meanings of this degree be understood if one is to
become a Master Mason in fact as well as in name.
This final booklet is intended to indicate something of what lies beyond
the instruction you have already received. If it encourages you to investigate still further
it will indeed have served a good purpose, for while you have been given
the third and final degree, you have by no means FINISHED your Masonry;
on the contrary, you have only COMPLETED YOUR ENTRANCE into the Fraternity.
You now stand actually on the threshold of a new and potentially important experience,
which should mature to a life relationship rich in its values to you
and marked by your own loyalty and usefulness to the Craft.

A 2020 revision of Masonry, An Introduction Printed in Four Booklets. First printing 1948. Second printing 1966.
Third printing 1970. All by the then “Board of General Activities” consisting of Roger S. Brown (PGM) (130) and
Amerigo Raimondi (130).
4
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THE RITUAL OF THE THIRD DEGREE
You have been raised to the Sublime Degree of a Master Mason. It is indeed a “sublime” Degree,
which a man may study years without exhausting.
Any interpretation must necessarily be a hint only; yet a hint may stimulate a man to reflect upon
it for himself and to study it more thoroughly in the future.
In the First and Second Degrees you were surrounded by the symbols and emblems of
architecture; in the Third Degree you found a different order of symbolism, cast in the language
of the soul-its life, its tragedy and its triumph. To recognize this is the first step in interpretation.
The second step is to recognize that the Third Degree has many meanings; it is not intended to be
a lesson complete within itself, but rather a pointing out of paths, a new departure, a series of
inspirations, like a great symphony, drama or picture to which one may evermore return to find
new meanings, new beauties and new truths.
There are several interpretations of this Degree. The meaning most generally accepted by the
Craft is that of a drama of the immortality of the soul.
Evil in the form of tragedy is set forth in the drama of the Third Degree. Here is a good and wise
man, a builder, working for others and giving others work, the highest we know, as it is dedicated
wholly to God; a man, who through no fault of his own, experiences tragedy from friends and
fellow Masons. Here is evil pure and unalloyed, a complete picture of human tragedy.
How did the Craft meet this tragedy?
The first step was to impose the supreme penalty on those who had possessed the will to destroy
and therefore had to be destroyed lest another tragedy follow. The greatest enemy man has makes
war upon the good; to it no quarter can be given.
The next step was to discipline and to pardon those who acted, not out of an evil will, but
through weakness were misled. Forgiveness is possible if a man himself condemns the evil he
has done, since in spite of his weakness he retains his faith in the good.
The next step was to recover from the wreckage caused by the tragedy whatever of value it had
left undestroyed. Confusion had come upon the Craft; order was restored. Loyal Craftsmen took
up the burdens dropped by the traitors. It is in the nature of such a tragedy that the good suffer
for the evil of others and it is one of the prime duties of life that a man shall toil to undo the harm
wrought by sin and crime, else in time the world would be destroyed by the evils that are done in
it.
But what of the victim of the Tragedy? Here is the profoundest and most difficult lesson of the
drama, difficult to understand, difficult to believe if one has not been truly initiated into the
duties and mysteries of the spiritual life. Because the victim was a good man, his goodness
rooted in an unvarying faith in God, that which destroyed him in one sense could not destroy him
in another. The spirit in him rose above the reach of evil; by virtue of it he was raised from a
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dead level to a living perpendicular.
Let us imagine a genuine good man who has been the victim of the most terrible of tragedies,
one caused by the treachery of friends. This treachery has brought destruction upon the
foundations of life, his home, his reputation, his ability to earn a livelihood. How can he be
raised above the clutch of circumstances? How can he emerge a happier man than he was before?
The answer is: By his spirit rising to the level of forgiveness, or resignation, of self-sacrifice,
refusing to stoop to retaliation, or bitterness. In such a spirit the highest happiness is found. The
secret of such a power is in the Third Degree. To rise to the height of spiritual life is to stand on a
level above the reach of tragedy or the powers of evil. To have the spirit rest in God, to have a
sincere and unvarying faith in truth and goodness, is the inner secret of the Third Degree.
SYMBOLISM OF THE THIRD DEGREE
Every phrase, event, and other detail in the ceremonies of initiation is full of meaning. No item is
merely for effect or ornament. In the Third Degree are the deepest secrets and profoundest
teachings of our Fraternity. A few hints may inspire you to study the Degree for yourself.
The symbols of the First and Second Degree center around the art of architecture; their purpose
is to teach you in the First to be a builder of yourself, in the Second, a builder of society. In the
Third Degree the symbolism takes another form. Although its background continues to be
architecture, and its action takes place in and about a Temple, it is a spiritual symbolism of life
and death. Its principal teaching is immortality.
Frequent references are made to King Solomon’s Temple. This great temple, reflecting majesty,
magnitude and magnificence, after standing for 420 years, was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar of
the Chaldees. Its successor, erected by Zerubbabel, stood nearly 500 years when it was
reconstructed by Herod - the Temple of Herod - which was destroyed by the Romans under Titus.
The Mosque of Omar, occupying the original site, has stood for 12 centuries. These 30 centuries
have produced great changes but the foundations remain unmoved. Each stone immense and
artistic, is readily identified by the private mark of the quarryman and still defies the ravages of
time.
So with Masonry, its foundations, composed of the grandest principles ever communicated from
God to man, stand unmoved. The Temple of Freemasonry symbolizes the Temple of the Soul.
Just as the Temple of King Solomon was then considered the finest ever erected by the hand of
man, so the Great Architect intends that we shall develop the finest and most nearly perfect
characters. As certain working tools are employed to erect that greatest of temporal buildings, so
in Speculative Masonry we must choose as our working tools of life those moral lessons that
build character. So may the rough ashlar become in time the perfect ashlar.
There is a reference to a lost word. The allegory here is neither a search for any particular word,
nor indeed to any word at all. The ancient Jewish conception was expressed in these words: “In
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God,” but this
conception was not exclusively Jewish. Among the Greeks the idea is expressed by “Logos,’’ a
term derived from the verb meaning, “to speak,” and from which comes our word “Logic,’’ that
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science by which moral truth is determined. Hence “the word” became synonymous with every
manifestation of divine love, power, or truth and symbolizes for us the search not for any
particular word, but for Truth. We must search diligently for it, never permitting passion,
prejudice or personal interest to bind or deter us. Hence Freemasons maintain their historic
adherence to the sacredness of freedom of thought, speech and action. We are unable to give the
True Word, only a Substitute, because in this life we only approximate knowledge of full Truth
and will never know perfection.
In response to the question, what induced you to become a Master Mason, we indicate a desire to
receive a Master’s wages; a Fellowcraft wanted to be able to travel in foreign countries and
receive such wages. What are they?
Here again the legend deals in symbols, for the idea intended to be presented is not wages in
money of any mintage whatsoever, but the wages which a Master Mason may win if he be true to
his obligations. These are paid in the coins of the heart; they are earned by the use he makes of
his Masonry, and the sum of them is determined by the extent to which he understands and lives
it. They are as large as he wishes them be, if he is willing to work for them.
And what about foreign countries? It is just another symbol indicating nothing geographical but
just something new and strange. Freemasonry itself is a foreign country to the man just entering.
It is to him as different from the familiar work-a-day world as France is from England or
Belgium from Greece. Here standards of conduct are different, the ideas are different. Here all
are on the level; outside there are laws to prevent and police and penalties to enforce obedience,
while here the laws are not to prohibit but to do, and the fundamental of them all is the golden
rule of brotherly love. Men conform to Masonic law not because they must but because they
wish to. Surely it is a foreign country to the stranger outside of its metes. It must be studied and
its customs learned and followed if it is to be enjoyed.
There are many foreign countries in Freemasonry and all are open to the Master Mason who will
search them out and travel in them.
THE LEGEND OF HIRAM ABIF
In the Sublime Degree you were doubtless impressed by the tragedy of Hiram Abif above all the
other features of its impressive ceremonies. As the Degree is the climax of initiation so is that
tragedy the climax of the Degree. To understand and appreciate its richness of profound meaning
might well be your ambition.
Since the drama of Hiram Abif is ritualistic, it is immaterial whether it be historical or not. There
was a Hiram Abif in history, but our Third Degree goes far beyond what history tells of him. Our
Hiram Abif is a symbol of the human soul.
It is an inexcusable blunder to treat the drama as a mock tragedy, a serio-comedy. Savage peoples
employ initiation ceremonies as an ordeal to test the nerve and courage of their young men, but
Freemasonry is not savage. The exemplification of our ritualistic drama should be as sincere, as
solemn, as earnest, as a prayer before the Altar.
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Did you ask, while participating in the drama, why you were made to participate? Why you were
not permitted to sit as a spectator? It was your drama, not another’s! No man can ever be a mere
spectator of drama in his own soul! It was intended that your participation should prepare you to
become a Master Mason by teaching you the secret of a Master Mason, by which your soul may
rise above its internal enemies if you are to be a Mason in reality as well as in name. The real
Master Mason is master of himself.
Did you ask why the three enemies came from his own circle, not from outside? The enemies
most feared by the soul are always from within; its own ignorance, passions, and sins. As the
Great Light reminds us, it is not that which kills the body that we need most to shun, but that
which has power to destroy the spirit.
Another lesson of profound significance is that of fidelity. Even in the face of certain death as a
result of refusal to betray his trust, this ancient Grand Master steadfastly guarded his secret. His
standards admitted of no compromise with evil; principle was not sacrificed to expediency.
Print the story of Hiram Abif indelibly on your mind; ponder upon it. When you are at grips with
your enemies, recall it and act according to the light you have found in it. Your inner self will
give, in first-hand experience, that which the drama gave in the form of Ritual, and you will be
wiser and stronger for having the guidance the tragedy provides.
LAWS AND LANDMARKS OF FREEMASONRY
Every Master Mason is obliged to abide by the laws, regulations and edicts of his Grand Lodge,
the bylaws of the particular Lodge of which he is a member, and to maintain and support the
Landmarks and “ancient usages and customs of the Fraternity.”
The laws of Masonry, like the laws of nations, are both unwritten - the “common law” - and
written. The written laws, based on the “General Regulations” and the “Old Charges,” are the
Constitution and laws of his own Grand Lodge, its regulations and edicts, and the bylaws of his
particular lodge. The ancient Landmarks are a part of the unwritten law.
The “General Regulations” as set forth in “Anderson’s Constitutions of 1723” have a curious
history into which it is not now necessary to go; suffice it that they were adopted shortly after the
formation in 1717 of the Grand Lodge in London. The work was first published under the date of
1723. Unquestionably it embodies the laws of Masonry as they were then known to the members
of the four old lodges which formed the first London Grand Lodge and hence have the authority
of an antiquity much greater than their printed life of nearly three hundred years.
In general it may be said that the “Old Charges” are concerned with the individual brother, and
his relations to his lodge and his brethren; the General Regulations with the conduct of the Craft
as a whole. The General Regulations permit their own alteration by Grand Lodge. The Old
Charges do not and are immutable.
Most civil laws are provided with measures of enforcement and penalties for infringement; our
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Masonic law knows but three penalties; reprimand, suspension and expulsion. These Masonic
penalties for serious infractions of Masonic law may be inflicted after Masonic trial with a
verdict of guilty, but the punishment is usually made to fit the offense, and mercy is much more a
part of Masonic than of civil law. Infractions of Masonic law resulting in trial and punishments
are rare, compared to the number of Masons, the vast majority of whom are so willing and
anxious to obey the laws that “enforcement” is seldom required.
There is no complete uniformity in the Masonic law of the various Grand Jurisdictions. Different
historical backgrounds, different characteristics and ideas have left their impression upon all
Grand Lodges. In the majority of essentials, they are one; in some particulars they hold divergent
views.
With the “Old Charges” for precedent, the first “General Regulations” for organic law, Grand
Lodges write and adopt their constitutions and laws and particular lodges write and adopt their
bylaws. Grand Masters formulate and issue edicts and make decisions; often these are later
incorporated by the Grand Lodge into the written law of the jurisdiction. All of these together,
except where they conflict (as some of the earlier “General Regulations” necessarily conflict
with later enactments made to supersede them) form the legal structure of Freemasonry.
Again, these “Ancient Landmarks” are an important part of Freemasonry. They are fundamental
principles which cannot be changed or modified. While Masonic students differ as to whether
these fundamental, unalterable principles can be reduced to definite terms or items, many Grand
Lodges have adopted lists varying in number of items, from a few to half a hundred. The whole
subject is a fertile field for research and discussion. For our present purposes, however, it should
suffice to know that the Grand Lodge of South Dakota, in common with many others, has
adopted the list which was formulated by that great Masonic student, Albert Mackey. Because of
the fundamental aspect of the material, list is presented herewith:
1.
2.
3.
4.

The modes of recognition.
The division of symbolic Masonry into three degrees.
The legend of the third degree.
The government of the fraternity by a presiding officer called a Grand Master, who is
elected from the body of the Craft.
5. The prerogative of the Grand Master to preside over every assembly of the Craft,
whatsoever and whenever held.
6. The prerogative of the Grand Master to grant dispensations for conferring degrees at
irregular times.
7. The prerogative of the Grand Master to grant dispensation for opening and holding
lodges.
8. The prerogative of the Grand Master to make Masons at sight.
9. The necessity for Masons to congregate in lodges.
10. The government of every lodge by a Master and two Wardens.
11. The necessity that every lodge when congregated should be duly tiled.
12. The right of every Mason to be represented in all general meetings of the Craft and to
instruct his representatives.
13. The right of every Mason to appeal from the decision of his brethren in lodge convened
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to the Grand Lodge or General Assembly of Masons.
14. The right of every Mason to visit and sit in every regular lodge.
15. That no visitor not known to some brother present as a Mason can enter a lodge without
undergoing an examination.
16. That no lodge can interfere in the business or labor of another lodge.
17. That every Freemason is amenable to the laws and regulations of the Masonic jurisdiction
in which he resides.
18. That every candidate for initiation must be a man, freeborn and of lawful age.
19. That every Mason must believe in the existence of God as the Grand Architect of the
Universe.
20. That every Mason must believe in a resurrection to a future life.
21. That a book of the law of God must constitute an indispensable part of the furniture of
every lodge.
22. That all men in the sight of God are equal and meet in the Lodge on one common level.
23. That Freemasonry is a fraternal society in possession of secrets that cannot be divulged to
the uninitiated.
24. That Freemasonry consists of a speculative science, founded on an operative art.
25. That the Landmarks of Masonry can never be changed.
DUTIES AND PRIVILEGES OF A MASTER MASON
You will not find the duties, rights, and privileges of a Master Mason anywhere completely
stated and numbered. They are scattered here and there, some in symbols, others in the form of
customs, others in laws. Some are explicit, others are implied.
A Master Mason’s first duty is to live by and act consistently with his obligation. Unless this is
done he cannot perform his other duties, or justly claim his rights and privileges. With this as a
foundation, a number of those duties and rights can be cussed in detail.
A Master Mason is entitled to full privileges of membership, such as the right to a voice in the
administration of the affairs of the Lodge, to vote and to hold office, but he cannot demit until he
passes the proficiency test of the Third Degree.
It is a Master Mason’s duty, legal and moral, to pay his share of the financial costs of the
Fraternity, promptly and ungrudgingly.
He has the right to petition for affiliation under various circumstances in accordance with the
provisions of the Code.
Visiting in lodges in which he does not hold membership is both a right and a privilege, though
not a duty. It is a right in the sense that he may seek admittance into any regular lodge; it is a
privilege the sense that his admission into that lodge is contingent upon his being vouched for, or
examined if necessary, and being permitted to enter by the Worshipful Master. If a Mason is not
permitted to enter some lodge at a certain time, the fact does not cancel his right to seek to visit it
at another time or to seek to visit any other lodge. The right to attempt to visit is indefeasible.
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Masonic relief, within its proper limitations, is a privilege to be valued, on the one hand, and a
responsibility to be recognized, on the other. The Rite of Destitution in the First Degree provides
an object lesson that should never be forgotten, a the obligation of the Third Degree contains a
still broader definition of the requirements of Masonic relief.
Every affiliated Master Mason has the right to Masonic burial, and it may be granted to a nonaffiliate at the discretion of the Master. In practice his family has the right of requesting this
honor. This right is of more importance than may at first appear. If without giving cause a Lodge
refused to give Masonic burial, the community might naturally infer something reprehensible,
known only to the Lodge, and both his name and family would suffer accordingly.
Among the most important of his rights, though exercised under unhappy conditions,
is the right of trial by his peers, unregulated conditions, with freedom to present evidence. This
assures him that no Lodge can degrade him without a fair trial. Neither his Lodge, nor any officer
or member, can remove him through malice or spite; nor can he be made to suffer the penalties
of Masonry through idle gossip or hearsay.
If he is brought to trial in his own Lodge on charges of un-Masonic conduct and found guilty, he
has the right of appeal to the Grand Lodge. This right is his guaranty against possible injustice,
more particularly against local prejudice or spiteful persecution by some private enemy.
A Master Mason’s rights and privileges are to be described in principle and in spirit rather than in
detail. Beyond all specific duties, rights, and privileges exists a region in which all are mingled
together; the whole domain of Masonry’s teachings, her ritual and symbols, her history, her
ideals of jurisprudence, her philosophy, her literature, the whole Royal Art. It is his right to be
taught that Art and to have it in its fullness, none of it being reserved for a privileged few. It is
his to enjoy all the privileges it offers to the spirit, the mind, the heart. All that Freemasonry is,
all that it means, all that it has to give or to offer, belongs to every individual Mason in the same
way and to the same extent as to all others. However onerous your duties may prove to be, or
however rigidly your rights may at times appear to be regulated, such burdens sink into
nothingness by comparison and with this one privilege, that Freemasonry, in all her height and
breadth and length and richness, belongs to you to use and enjoy.
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OUTLINE
THE MASTER MASON DEGREE BOOKLET
I.

THE UNIQUE TIES OF FREEMASONRY.
(a) Close association with religion, a belief in Deity, and hope for immortality
(1)
Each Mason believes in a Great Architect of the Universe, reveres
religion, hopes for life after death
(b) Secrecy
(1)
Masons are even more closely united by the sharing of secrets not
possessed by the profane
(c) Antiquity of the Institution
(1)
Instinctive respect for that which has endured the passing of time without
basic change
(d) Freemasonry is a universal language
(1)
The beliefs and principles of Masonry are shared by every member
throughout the world
(e) Freemasonry is greater than the sum of all its parts

II.

THE MASTER MASON DEGREE IS INEXHAUSTIBLE IN ITS TEACHINGS.
(a) Like the two preceding degrees, the Master Mason Degree has many teachings to
impart
(1)
While presented only briefly, they are there for anyone who will seek them
out

III.

“REMEMBER NOW THY CREATOR . . .”
(a) Golden bowl, silver cord, the almond tree, etc.
(1)
Figures of speech representing the skull, spinal cord, white hair of age, etc.
(2)
The complete picture is that of an old man, feeling the approach of death,
who admonishes those about him to seek the comfort and haven afforded
only by God
(3)
“Remember now thy Creator . . .” – to seek the Great Architect of the
Universe at any period of life
a. Only in Him is found that lasting refuge and security from harm of
both the body and the spirit – which inevitably returns to Him Who
gave it

IV.

THE LEGEND OF HIRAM ABIF.
(a) The legend has its counterparts in the Ancient Mysteries of many countries
(b) One or more of these Ancient Mysteries may have inspired the inventors of the
Hiramic Legend in the early days of Speculative Masonry

V.

THE MISSING WORD.
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(a) The ancient Hebrew belief in a missing word of Ineffable Power
(1)
Name of Deity
a.
Used only by the priesthood and eventually by the high priest only
(b) In Freemasonry the missing word is a symbol of the constant search for Light or
Truth – Unity with Deity
(c) The Substitute Word – a symbol of the search itself
VI.

ADDITIONAL SYMBOLS OF THE DEGREE.
(a) The trowel;
(b) The three steps;
(c) The pot of incense;
(d) The bee-hive;
(e) The Book of Constitutions guarded by the Tyler’s sword;
(f) The sword pointing to the naked heart;
(g) The anchor and ark;
(h) The Forty-Seventh Problem of Euclid;
(i) The hour glass;
(j) The scythe;
(k) The setting maul, spade, and coffin;
(l) The sprig of acacia.

VII.

RIGHTS, PRIVILEGES, AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF A MASTER MASON.
(a) Masonic trial
(1)
A Mason must abide by the Constitution, Laws, Edicts of his Grand
Lodge, and the Bylaws of his Lodge
(2)
Must maintain and support the Landmarks and “ancient usages and
customs of the Fraternity”
(3)
A Mason is subject to his own jurisdictional authority and also to the
Jurisdiction in which he may be
(4)
Masonic offense: “Any act unbecoming to a good man and true”
(5)
Right to a just and impartial trial
(6)
Right of appeal to the Grand Lodge if found guilty
(7)
Types of punishment
a.
Reprimand
b.
Definite Suspension
c.
Indefinite Suspension
d.
Expulsion
(b) Duties of a Master Mason
(1)
Compliance with the Obligation
(2)
Loyalty to the Lodge and to the Fraternity
(3)
Prompt payment of dues
(4)
Obedience to the laws of Masonry, written and unwritten
(5)
To be an affiliated Mason
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(c) Rights and privileges of a Master Mason
(1)
The privilege of visitation
(2)
The privilege of being vouched for
(3)
The right to ask for Masonic relief
(4)
The privilege of demitting and reaffiliating
(5)
The right to a trial by his peers
(6)
The right to appeal if found guilty of Masonic misconduct
(7)
The right to Masonic burial
(8)
The right to appear in Masonic public processions
(9)
The right to join in the discussions of the Lodge, to vote, and to hold
office
(10) The right and privilege of giving Masonic service
(11) The right to be taught all that Masonry includes
(12) The right to enjoy all the privileges Masonry offers to the spirit, the mind,
and the heart
VIII.

THE CANDIDATE IS RECOMMENDED TO LEARN MORE OF THE
FRATERNITY THROUGH STUDY.

IX.

QUESTIONS.
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QUESTIONS FOR THE NEWLY RAISED
THE MASTER MASON
Q.
Why is it said that a candidate is “raised” to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason?
A.
This expression refers, MATERIALLY, to a portion of the ceremony of the third degree;
but, SYMBOLICALLY, it represents a resurrection after death and a Mason’s faith in
immortality. Here is the SUBLIME climax of the symbolic Degrees; and if a Brother misses its
meaning, sees the living, the dying, the “raising” of the Master only as a literal drama – designed
to teach the virtues of fortitude and inflexible fidelity – he has found Light, but partially. The
Sublime Degree to him is naught but a theatrical play. Carl Claudy in his book, Introduction to
Freemasonry, explained it in these words:
Instead of being concerned with moral principles and exhortations, as in the first degree,
or with architecture and learning as the second, the third is in answer to the cry of Job: “If
a man die, shall he live again?”
The degree delves into the deepest recesses of a man’s nature. While it leads the initiate into the
Sanctum Sanctorum of the Temple, it probes into the Holy of Holies of his heart. As a whole the
degree is symbolic of that age by the wisdom of which “we may enjoy the happy reflections
consequent on a well-spent life, and die in the hope of a glorious immortality.” But it is much
more than that. It is at once the universal and yearning question of man throughout all ages –
and its answer. It teaches no creed, no dogma, no religion; only that there is a hope of
immortality. When the lesson of the greatest hope and dearest wish of all mankind is made
manifest, the Sublime Degree turns to this life and this Brotherhood. The symbolism of the
Lion’s paw and the exposition of the Five Points of Fellowship tie together the Hiramic Legend
and daily living in a manner which no thoughtful man may see and hear without a thrill.
Q.
What is meant by “travel in foreign countries”?
A.
Our ancient operative brethren desired to become Masters so, when they traveled in
foreign countries, they could still practice their Craft. Speculative Freemasons still desire to
“travel in foreign countries” and study their Craft that they may receive such instruction as will
enable them to do so, and when so traveling to receive a Master’s Wages. But “foreign countries”
do not mean to us the various geographical and political divisions of the Old World, nor do we
use the Word we learn as a means of identification to enable us to build material temples and
receive coin of the realm for our labor. “Foreign countries” is to us a symbol. Like all the rest of
the symbols, it has more than one interpretation; but unlike many, none of these is very difficult
to trace or understand. Freemasonry itself is the first “foreign country” in which the initiate will
travel; a world as different from the familiar work-a-day world as France is different from
England, or Belgium from Greece. Surely such a land is a “foreign country” to the stranger
within its borders; and the visitor must study it, learn its language and its customs, if he is to
enjoy it, and profit thereby. Freemasonry has many “foreign countries” within it and he is the
wise and happy Freemason who works patiently at the pleasant task of visiting and studying
them. There are the foreign countries of philosophy, of jurisprudence, of history. No Freemason
is really worthy of the name who does not understand something of how his new land is
governed, of what it stands for and why. And, too, there is the foreign country of symbolism of
which so much has already been said. As a Master Mason, a man has the right to travel in all the
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foreign countries of Freemasonry. He will find the gateways to those lands in the library, in the
study club, in books and magazines, in visits to other Lodges at home and abroad, and most and
best of all, in the quiet hour alone, when what he has read and learned comes back to him to be
pondered over and thought through. One asks for a petition, prays one’s friends to take it to his
Lodge, knocks on the door, takes obligations, works to learn and finally receives the Master’s
Degree. One receives it, struggles for it, hopes for it…why? That one may travel in the far lands
and receive the reward there awaiting. Then why hesitate? Why wait? Why put off? Why allow
others to pass on and gain, while one stands, the gate open, the new land beckoning and all the
Masonic world to see? That is the symbolism of the “foreign countries.”
Q.
What are the essential differences in the first section of the Master Mason degree and the
corresponding sections of the two preceding degrees?
A.
Many of the differences are too obvious to require discussion. As a “progressive science”
Masonry advances the candidate according to a regular pattern which should be apparent to him
as the degrees unfold. The outstanding difference, of course, lies in the character of the numerous
and weighty obligations which are assumed by the Master Mason. With all possible emphasis it
should be stressed that EACH and EVERY point of his obligation is an important and complete
entity, and each is to be most rigidly observed and practiced. There is no recourse from any of
them. ALL are binding. Forever! If the new Master Mason will thoughtfully review his
obligations from time to time, he will be constantly aware of his responsibilities, and will realize
that EACH POINT has a highly important purpose and fits perfectly into an over-all pattern
which has been designed to establish his proper relationship to the Fraternity and to the Grand
Architect of the Universe and all of His creatures.
Q.
Why was King Solomon’s Temple selected as one of the central symbols of Freemasonry?
A.
King Solomon’s Temple was long noted as one of the most famous and magnificent
structures ever erected, as well as being the first temple to be dedicated to the one living and true
God. Its appeal from both the architectural and religious standpoints was irresistible to
Operative and Speculative Masons. Operative Masons must have revered the structure for its
magnificence, while to Speculative Masons this architectural perfection combined with its
religious significance made it the logical symbol around which to center the teachings of
Freemasonry. The allegory of the Master’s Degree is not true in any factual sense, except in the
historical background from the Biblical account of the building of the Temple. That the Hirams
were Grand Masters; that the workmen on the building were Entered Apprentices, Fellowcrafts
and Master Masons; that they met in the various apartments of the Temple, with different
numbers required for various quorums; that the events depicted in the ceremony actually
happened are not factual statements. Yet the allegory is true in the best sense of the word. For
the story of Hiram is the story of the dearest hope of mankind. It is a tale told in every religion.
It is affirmation, by picture, drama, story, of man’s rugged faith that Job’s immortal question, “If
a man die, shall he live again?” must be answered in the affirmative; it is a Mason’s observation
that truth, slain by error, will be born again; it is crucifixion and the resurrection of the Carpenter
who died between two thieves. The Masonic allegory is true in the deepest sense of the truth.
Q.
What is the symbolic meaning of King Solomon’s Temple?
A.
Symbolic interpretations concerning the Temple of Solomon, in all of its aspects, are
practically inexhaustible. All rational opinion, however, seems to center in the symbolic
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representation of Man as a Temple of God. I Corinthians 3:16, 17, says “Know ye not that ye are
the temple of God, and that the spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any man defile the temple of
God him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.” Thus, when
Freemasonry undertakes the idealistic task of elevating mankind through the strengthening of
character in the individual it seeks to so improve each Mason that he, as a symbolic Temple, will
be better fitted as a suitable dwelling place for the Most High God. The chief purpose of
Solomon’s Temple was to provide a suitable dwelling place for the Most High God in the
Sanctum Sanctorum or Holy of Holies. There are many who claim that it was the most perfect
edifice ever erected. Be that as it may, the fact remains that “perfection” was the goal. Just as
perfection of body, mind and character should be the goal of every Master Mason whereby he
may become a Temple suitable as a dwelling place for the Most High God. Thus Freemasonry
urges each Craftsman to erect his Temple of Character for the same purpose that brought into
being the great and “perfect” Temple of Solomon.
Q.
Where was Solomon’s Temple erected?
A.
The Temple was located on Mount Moriah, near the place Abraham was about to offer up
his son Isaac, and where David met and appeased the Destroying Angel. David purchased the
site from Ornan, the Jebusite, to whom he paid the sum of 50 shekels of silver according to II
Samuel 24:18-25, although the sum is stated to be 600 shekels in I Chronicles 21:18-27.
Q.
How long did it take to build the Temple?
A.
Seven and one half years were spent in its erection. The Temple was begun in 1011 B.C.,
480 years after the children of Israel came out of Egypt. It was completed in 1004 B.C.
Q.
A.

How long did the Temple of Solomon stand before being destroyed?
The Temple was destroyed in 586 B.C. by Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon.

Q.
Who was Solomon?
A.
He was the son of David and Bathsheba. Born about 997 B.C., he became King in 977
B.C. and died about 937 B.C. The name Solomon means “peaceful.”
Q.
Who was Hiram Abif?
A.
Hiram Abif was a widow’s son of the tribe of Naphtali, a man of Tyre. There is no
character in the annals of Freemasonry whose life story is so dependent on tradition as this
celebrated architect of King Solomon’s Temple. Of this artist, whom Freemasons recognize
sometimes as Hiram the Builder, sometimes as the Widow’s Son, but more commonly as Hiram
Abif, the earliest account is found in the I Book of Kings (7:13, 14).
And King Solomon sent and fetched Hiram out of Tyre. He was a widow’s son of the
tribe of Naphtali, and his father was a man of Tyre, a worker in brass, and he was filled
with wisdom and understanding, and cunning to work all works in brass. And he came to
King Solomon and wrought all his work.
He is next mentioned in the II Chronicles (2:13, 14) in the following letter from Hiram of Tyre to
King Solomon:
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And now I have sent a cunning man, endued with understanding, of Hiram my father’s.
The son of a woman of the daughters of Dan, and his father was a man of Tyre, skillful to
work in gold and in silver, in brass, in iron, in stone and in timber, in purple, in blue and
in fine linen and in crimson also to grave any manner of graving, and to find out every
device which shall be put to him, with thy cunning men, and with the cunning men of my
lord David, thy father.”
Q.
Where and how may I discover the lost word?
A.
In other rites you may receive other substitutes but the real Lost Word you shall never
find. This is the unanswerable question. It has been written:
Never may we find it here. You shall gaze through microscope and telescope and catch
no sight of its shadow. You shall travel many lands and far, and see it not. You shall
listen to all the words of all the tongues which all men have ever spoken and will speak –
the Lost Word is not heard. Were it but a word, how easy to invent another! But it is not
‘a’ word but ‘The’ Word, the great secret, the unknowable aspect which the Great
Architect sets before his children, a will-o’-the-wisp to follow, a pot of gold at the end of
a rainbow. Never here is it to be found, but the search for it is the reason for life. The
Sublime Degree teaches that in another life it may be found. That is why it is the
Sublime Degree.
Q.
What is the Lion of the Tribe of Judah?
A.
Judah was symbolized as a lion in his father’s death bed blessing. The lion was upon the
standard of the large and powerful tribe of Judah. “Lion of the Tribe of Judah” was one of
Solomon’s titles. Christian interpretation of the phrase springs from Revelation V: 5; “Behold,
the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose
the seven seals thereof.” The idea of a resurrection is curiously interwoven with the lion in all
ages and was connected with resurrection long before the Man of Galilee walked upon the earth.
In ancient Egypt, a lion raised Osiris from a dead level to a living perpendicular by a grip of his
paw; Egyptian carvings show a figure standing behind the Altar, observing the raising of the
dead, with its left arm raised, forming the angle of a square. The Lion of the Tribe of Judah,
considered as signifying a coming redeemer who would spring from the tribe, or meaning the
King of Israel who built the Temple, or symbolizing the Christ, must not be confused with the
Lion’s Paw which is a symbol of the Mystic Tie, the bond between Masons, the strength which
comes from unity.
Q.
What are the Beasts of the Field?
A.
Brother Carl Claudy stated that “superstition in the Middle Ages maintained that a man’s
body must be buried while perfect if his soul were to go to heaven. Hence, the destroyed (eaten)
flesh of a body prevented resurrection.”
Q.
Does the Scripture recitation of Ecclesiastes, Chapter 12 have any significance?
A.
It most certainly does. In addition to being one of the most beautiful compositions of
majestic meter to be found anywhere, it has a most effective sermon to everyone who hears it.
Each verse expresses its own way the admonition to remember NOW thy Creator; NOW, before
one is contaminated by the world, or before the pleasures fail and the lights fade into darkness of
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death or old age. To be fully appreciated, it should be understood that it was by Solomon himself,
not at the height of his glory, but after he had experienced a rich and abundant life and was in
declining age. His life had contained everything; pomp and power, great wisdom and immense
wealth and influence. It had all been taken from him and now in his old age he was preaching
against the vanities of life. His experience in life left little to be desired, yet perhaps much to be
avoided. So, now he was saying in the strongest possible terms and language at his command to
Remember NOW thy Creator before all these infirmities of old age creep upon one, when life
would have no pleasure. The darkening of the lights refers to oncoming blindness, the keepers of
the house are the hands which tremble with palsy in old age, the teeth are gone, the eyes no
longer see out windows, and the ears can no longer hear the sound of the grinding. All of these
expressions allude to the coming of death and the fear which comes to the elderly and aged.
Remember Now thy Creator before all these things happen, for surely and swiftly the time will
come when there will be no other help or hope, and these earthly bodies return to dust. “Then
the dust will return to the earth as it was, and the Spirit will return unto God who gave it.”
Q.
What importance is attached to the signs, words, and tokens of Masonry?
A.
First, of course, they are an essential part of our code of recognition, whereby a Mason
may prove himself to be a member of the Craft, or may recognize another as such. Although of
themselves they are not sufficient proof of membership in the fraternity, they constitute very
important links in the chain of evidence. Thus they become an essential part of a brother’s
examination for admittance as a visitor to a Lodge, in absence of proper avouchment. You are
reminded, too, that each sign, word and token has a symbolic meaning, which should enrich the
mind and improve your conduct as a Mason. Precision in the execution of all movements
connected with signs and grips is a splendid attribute for any Mason to cultivate. It not only
gives evidence that he understands the meaning of what he is doing, but also indicates his respect
for the dignity of his membership. “Sloppy” or careless, half-hearted movements are unsightly
and have no place in a Masonic Lodge.
Q.
Why are Masonic Rituals not the same in all states?
A.
Freemasonry came to the United States from several different sources (England, Ireland,
Scotland) and its spread westward formed Grand Lodges from Lodges which sprang from the 13
original colonies. These admixtures of rituals produced variations which were occasionally
increased by actions of Grand Lodges acting on recommendations of Grand Lecturers of Ritual
Committees. In the early days of Freemasonry in the United States many “traveling lecturers”
brought their own conceptions of “the true Masonic work” to far areas and taught these. All
rituals are “correct.” What a Grand Lodge approves as its ritual is “correct” for its Lodges. No
rituals in the United States contradict each other; they vary in words and details, not in essentials.
Q.
What are the feasts of the Holy Saints John?
A.
The only traditional holidays of Ancient Craft Masonry are the Feasts of the Holy Saints
John to whom all Lodges are now dedicated. The origins of these feasts are veiled in antiquity,
but they were regularly celebrated by all Masons as late as the American Revolution. Masonic
history informs us that Washington regularly attended these feasts during the time he was leading
the Continental Army.
Q.

Who was Pythagoras and what did he do for Masonry?
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A.
Pythagoras was one of the most remarkable and able Greek philosophers. He established
a system of schools, of a secret order, in Crotona. Some Masonic scholars believe that the
esoteric (secret) Masonic doctrines are derived from his schools. Pythagoras was a profound
student of the science of numbers. He is credited by Anderson in his Constitutions with the
discovery of the Forty-Seventh Problem of Euclid, although it really was discovered by
Archimedes.
Q.
A.

What are “High Twelve” and “Low Twelve”?
High Twelve signifies noon, and Low Twelve midnight.

Q.
Who wrote the Masonic funeral dirge?
A.
David Vinton, one of the early “traveling Masonic lecturers,” was the author. He was
born January 6, 1774, at Medford, Massachusetts, and died at Shakertown, Kentucky, in July
1833. The dirge, set to the music of Pleyel’s Hymn, was first published at Dedham,
Massachusetts, in 1816.
Q.
Where did the word trowel originate?
A.
Strange has been the ways of words, trowel among many others! At a time long before
the Greeks there was a word which meant “to stir.” The Greeks themselves adopted it as the
name for a spoon or ladle with which a woman stirred a pot. When it was taken over into Latin
this became trua, a flat ladle, a small-sized one being called a trulla. The latter word traveled
across France to England and there became the word trowel. The trowel used by the operative
mason had a point, a flat blade, and an offset handle, but even so it maintained two of the
original meanings, for he used his implement to stir up his cement to a smooth consistency, and
to ladle it onto the stone. In time it came to signify the last step in constructing a wall and
therefore is an appropriate working tool for the last degree in Ancient Craft Masonry.
Q.
Am I entitled to burial as a Master Mason?
A.
To be eligible for a Masonic burial a deceased brother must meet the following
requirements: (1) He must be an Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft, or Master Mason, (2) He must
be in good standing, that is, he may not be under sentence of suspension or expulsion, or dimitted
at the time of his death, (3) He need not necessarily be affiliated with the Lodge within whose
jurisdiction he dies, and (4) His death must be honorable, that is, death in a brawl, in a fit of
intoxication or by legal execution will deprive a departed Mason of this honor.
Q.
My grandfather used to tell my mother, “If you ever need help, just call on the Masons.”
Is this true? What about Masonic relief?
A.
The expression, “Just call on the Masons,” is one of the most misunderstood of all the
many popular beliefs regarding Freemasonry. When your grandfather told mother to “call on the
Masons” if she needed help that did not mean that an open sesame could be provided the
descendant of a Mason for the asking. It did mean that the wife or minor child of a Mason,
living or dead, is entitled to Masonic relief under the same conditions that would apply to a
Master Mason. To be eligible to apply for relief, a Mason must not be under the sentence of
suspension or expulsion and “he must be deemed worthy.” Missouri holds to the principle that
the adult child of a Master Mason is not considered an orphan in the sense. Also it is a generally
accepted principle that the widow of a Master Mason, upon remarriage, forfeits any claim to
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Masonic consideration on the membership of her first husband. A Master Mason is obligated to a
brother and to his widow and orphans TO THE EXTENT OF HIS ABILITY. A Lodge which
finds a sojourning Mason, his widow or orphans in destitute circumstances should afford them
temporary relief, in the meantime notifying the Lodge to which they belong, and thereafter be
governed by its instructions. When a stranger representing himself as a Mason applies for relief
to another Mason the usual practice is to refer the needy brother to the Worshipful Master of the
Lodge. Oftentimes this is the means of detecting imposters.
Q.
If I want to visit another Lodge, how do I proceed?
A.
To visit a Lodge, a brother must be able to exhibit a current receipt for dues, and, if not
vouched for by a brother who has actually sat in Lodge with him, he must pass a creditable
examination before an examining committee on essentials of the three degrees.
Q.
What is the duty of a Mason in respect to attendance at his Lodge?
A.
The Ancient Charges cite the medieval law that “in Ancient Times no Master or Fellow
could be absent from it (his Lodge), especially when warned to appear at it, without incurring a
severe Censure, unless it appeared to the Master and Wardens that pure necessity hindered him.”
Modern Speculative Freemasonry has no minimum attendance requirements; offers no
attendance prizes; prescribes no penalty for absence. But certainly a Master Mason is Morally
obigated to be loyal to the Lodge which permits him to enjoy the benefits of Freemasonry and
this includes at least occasional attendance at the meetings of the Lodge.
Q.
Under what circumstances should I use the black ball or cube in balloting?
A.
A Mason should not hesitate to use the black cube in balloting on a petitioner for
membership if he is convinced in his heart, after due inquiry into his own motives, that the
petitioner is unworthy. Personal likes or dislikes, misunderstandings or grudges should be put
aside in that solemn moment. The only standard should be: Will this petitioner uphold or injure
the good of Freemasonry if he should become a member?
Q.
How do I properly enter a Lodge while it is at labor?
A.
The tyler should give the alarm to the Junior Deacon and announce that you wish to enter
the Lodge. You should then wait the will and pleasure of the Worshipful Master, and upon
receiving permission to enter, you should walk to the altar, salute the Worshipful Master with the
proper sign and await his invitation to be seated.
Q.
How do I proceed if I desire to transfer my membership to another Lodge?
A.
First you should notify the Lodge of which you are a member that you desire to transfer
and secure from the Secretary a certificate of good standing, which is valid for only 90 days.
Then you should petition the Lodge of your choice for affiliation by transfer. If you are elected,
your former Lodge will grant a dimit and thereby complete the transfer. Should you fail to be
elected to affiliate with the other Lodge, your membership will remain unimpaired in the first
Lodge.
Q.
If I desire to sever connections with my Lodge, how may I do so honorably?
A.
You may direct a request in writing to your Lodge asking for a dimit which is a document
certifying that you have withdrawn or resigned, and that at the time of your withdrawal you were

Grand Lodge of South Dakota

The Golden Book

Page 96

in good standing in the Lodge. A demit should be guarded carefully, because should you wish to
reaffiliate with a Lodge it will be necessary that you deposit your demit with your petition for
reaffiliation. Certain regulations and restrictions govern the issuance of demits and you should
become familiar with them before making a request or a demit.
Q.
When are Lodge dues payable?
A.
Annual dues are payable in every Lodge on or before January 1st of each year. This date
is fixed by law and is incorporated into the bylaws of every Lodge.
Q.
If I am financially unable to pay my dues, what should I do?
A.
One who is financially unable to pay his dues should so notify his Lodge and the Lodge
may then by vote remit his dues for that year.
Q.
What rules govern a brother while speaking in a Lodge?
A.
A brother who desires to speak should arise, address the Worshipful Master and await
recognition. He should observe due order and decorum and should not discuss subjects, which
might disturb the harmony of the Lodge such as political or religious matters. He should not
speak more than twice upon the same subject, unless it be to explain, without permission of the
Lodge.
Q.
What are Grand Honors?
A.
Grand Honors may be described as a Masonic salute, given to distinguished brethren in
authority or on specified ceremonial occasions.
Q.
What organizations and individuals are subject to the Constitution, Laws, Rules and
Regulations of the Grand Lodge of South Dakota?
A.
The Lodges and their members subordinate to the Grand Lodge, members of other Grand
Jurisdictions residing or sojourning in the state, and all other organizations, membership in
which is predicated upon being a Mason.
Q.
Why “Grand” Lodge? What is grand about it?
A.
Grand is used in the same sense as in grant total, grandfather, meaning first, principal or
most important. It does not mean a Lodge that is “grand” in the same sense that it is a big,
impressive, beautiful, as when the word is used in “a grand spectacle, a grand performance.”
Q.
What is a recognized Grand Lodge?
A.
A recognized Grand Lodge is any Grand Lodge with which the Grand Lodge of South
Dakota maintains fraternal relations. The members of recognized Grand Lodges and the
members of their constituent Lodges are authorized to visit Lodges within the other’s jurisdiction
and to enjoy the Masonic fellowship therein.
Q.
How does a Grand Lodge become recognized?
A.
By conforming to our system of Landmarks and practicing the essential portions of our
ritual and regulations. Each Grand Lodge maintains a Committee on Recognition which
continually examines the practices of other Grand Lodges and recommends approval or
withdrawal of recognition based on that Grand Lodge’s system of Landmarks, ritual and
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regulations.
Q.
How can I find out what Grand Lodges are recognized?
A.
Our Grand Secretary publishes each year in the proceedings a list of recognized Grand
Lodges with whom we are in fraternal relations. Each Lodge also should have a copy of the list
of regular or recognized Lodges readily available so that an examining committee may easily
ascertain whether a visitor is entitled to sit in one of our South Dakota Lodges. If he bears a
membership card from a Lodge not in that list, he is presumed to be clandestine and not to be
admitted.
Q.
What is Jurisdiction?
A.
It refers to the State. For example, the “Jurisdiction of Massachusetts” or the
“Jurisdiction of Oregon” means the Grand Lodge and all the individual Lodges of those states. It
also refers to the power of the Grand Master. He has the jurisdiction over all the Masons in his
state whether they are members of his Lodges or sojourning Masons from other Grand Lodges.
In some Grand Jurisdictions it may refer to the territory over which a Lodge has control as far as
petitions are concerned. Sometimes jurisdictional lines are tightly drawn so that no Lodge
accepts a petition from one who lives within the territorial jurisdiction of another Lodge. In
many cities concurrent jurisdiction is usual, any man being free to apply to any Lodge within the
city limits. South Dakota lodges do not have specific territorial jurisdiction.
Q.
How should I make myself known as a Mason among strangers?
A.
If one is going to be in a community for some time, the best way to establish Masonic
intercourse is to find out when the Lodge meets and present yourself for examination. Do not
force yourself upon the brethren; just use your ordinary good sense of propriety and good
manners. Chances are that the brethren will be delighted to welcome you and will be glad to
extend their hospitality. You have no “right” to impose yourself upon anyone. However, you do
have an obligation to conduct yourself as a Mason should, and if you do, the chances are that you
will be graciously received and welcomed.
Q.
What is my duty to a “Sojourner”?
A.
There is no cut and dried answer to this question. It depends pretty much upon
circumstances. Many a courtesy has been extended to a visiting brother even though the visitor
never drew near a Lodge room. That is one of the delightful things about Freemasonry. One
never knows when he will need a friend and one never knows where he will find one. Masonic
courtesy should never be demanded. At the same time if a brother finds that there is a need he
should make it his duty to try and be of assistance. Usually the finest examples of Masonic
courtesy never get widespread attention. In fact Lodge officers sometimes do not even hear of
the good deeds which are done in the name of Masonry to those who are away from home and
find themselves in need. That need may not be money or food. More often it is some case of
sickness or distress.
Q.
Is it expected that I trade only with a Mason?
A.
The Brother Carl Claudy said it exceedingly well: “Masonry is most emphatically not a
back scratching organization, a Board of Trade, a Chamber of Commerce, or a mutual admiration
society. There is no obligation, actual or implied, which demands that because you have become
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a Mason you must forsake all those with whom you have been dong business…and give your
orders to brethren…”. Everything else being equal a Mason will usually find that he will want to
do business with one whom he feels he can trust. However, the matter is entirely voluntary and
under no circumstances should one Mason reprimand another for failure to do business with a
brother.
Q.
Is it true that Masonry does not seek publicity?
A.
Yes. However, some modification or interpretation is coming into vogue. Time was
when Masonry did not permit any public acknowledgement of meetings, or other activities.
Only a formal notice of meeting or of a funeral service was permissible. Well-informed brethren
now take the position that Freemasonry must never seek publicity in the sense of propaganda, or
with an endeavor to gain favorable position, any more than it should permit the solicitation of a
petition. However, they feel that it is not desirable to completely hide our light under a bushel
basket and that it is entirely proper to give public notice of such things as our Masonic charities,
cornerstone laying, and kindred or similar activities.
Q.
What is a dispensation?
A.
A permission from the Grand Lodge to do certain things otherwise forbidden by Masonic
law. A Grand Master may grant a dispensation to shorten the time between degrees, to form a
new Lodge, etc. In general he cannot give a dispensation which sets aside either the laws of the
Grand Lodge or the bylaws of a particular Lodge, except as set forth in the Book of Law,
Constitutions, or Code of the Grand Lodge.
Q.
Why are the Square and Compasses more important than other working tools?
A.
Without compasses no accurate square can be made. Without a square no building can be
erected. Square and compasses are universally the symbol of a Master Mason; of Freemasonry.
In modern Masonic ritual, the compasses are “dedicated to the Craft” and are emblematic of the
restraint of violent passions. Here “passions” refers to any over-emotional lack of control. It is
passions in the larger sense; intemperance, temper, unjust judgment, intolerance, selfishness, that
the spiritual compasses circumscribe. The positions of the square and compasses in the three
degrees are universally symbols of light, further light, more light.
Q.
Why are a Past Master’s compasses, in his jewel, open at 60 degrees on a quadrant
instead of on a square?
A.
The compasses open 60 degrees are in easy position to construct a square. The Master
has worn the square while he presided; now as Past Master, he is supposed to be in possession of
the knowledge necessary to make a square, hence the position of the compasses and quadrant.
There are many geometric methods of erecting a square; the Past Master’s jewel hints at one of
the simplest and most used methods as best for the Past Master to employ in instructing his
successor.
Q.
Why does parliamentary law not apply in a Lodge?
A.
Parliamentary law, which governs the usual body of men assembled in any organization,
cannot govern a Masonic Lodge. A Master may put a motion, which has been proposed or
seconded. He can close debate at his pleasure. He does not have to put a question even after
debate if he does not desire to do so. He entertains no motion to “lay on the table” or to
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“postpone” or “to adjourn.” No one can “move the previous question” in a Masonic Lodge and
so on. The reason is found in the responsibility, which is the Master’s. The Grand Lodge and the
Grand Master hold him responsible for everything that happens in his Lodge. There are certain
things he cannot do without Lodge action such as spend Lodge money. He cannot open before
the time stated in the bylaws for a regular communication. But the Lodge cannot dictate to him
what can be discussed, and if, in his judgment, something should not be discussed or acted upon,
it is for him and him only to say that it should or should not. Were it otherwise, a Lodge might
“run away” with him, and in enthusiasm do that for which the Grand Lodge or Grand Master
would censure or punish him. Therefore, the Master has full control of debate, work, and acts.
Ordinary parliamentary law, which might interfere with that control, does not apply.
Q.
Why is it un-Masonic to disclose how one has balloted?
A.
In all Jurisdictions the ballot on candidates is secret and inviolable. It is considered unMasonic, and in most Jurisdictions it is against Masonic law, for any brother to divulge how he
has balloted or will ballot on any candidate. Masters are instructed strictly to adhere to this
requirement. A ballot is sometimes immediately retaken, because the appearance of a two (2)
black cubes may be an error; the cubes may have been cast by mistake. If the two (2) black
cubes appear the second time, presumably it was intentionally cast. If two (2) black balls/cubes
appear in the ballot box, the Master, without declaring a rejection, shall at once order a second
Ballot for the purpose of correcting a possible mistake, which shall be the last; but in no case
after one Ballot has been had, shall any discussion be permitted in the Lodge before the second is
taken, nor shall the second Ballot be postponed to another Communication. It requires at least
two black balls/cubes to reject. One ballot elects the Candidate for the three Degrees. Ballots
differ in different Jurisdictions. In some a “collective ballot” may be taken on several candidates
at once; if a black cube appears, each name is then balloted on separately. In others, a “multiple
ballot box” is used, with a compartment for each name, which is printed above it. In still others
each name is balloted on separately from the beginning.
Q.
A.

If a petition is rejected, how long is it before the petitioner can repetition?
Six months.

Q.
What is a Rite?
A.
Mackey says it derives from the Latin and signifies an approved custom or usage.
Masonically it signifies a method of conferring Masonic light by a collection and distribution of
degrees. The original system consisted of only the three symbolic degrees and it was agreed at
the union of the two Grand Lodges of England in 1813 that “pure Ancient Masonry consists of
three degrees and no more, they are: those of the Entered Apprentice, the Fellow Craft, and the
Master Mason, including the Supreme Order of the Holy Royal Arch.” In American systems, the
beautiful degrees of the York and Scottish Rites supplement the Symbolic degrees. The York Rite
adds the Mark Master, Past Master, Most Excellent Master, and Royal Arch in the Chapter, the
Cryptic Rites of Royal and Select Master (and in many states the Super Excellent Master) of the
Council, plus the Orders of the Commandery of Knights Templar. The Allied Masonic Degrees
and Red Cross of Constantine are also part of the York Rite. The Scottish Rite dates from 1758 in
Paris and from 1801 in the United States and consists of 32 degrees, including the three degrees
given in the “Blue Lodge.” There are two Supreme Councils of this rite in the United States: the
Southern Supreme Council in the west and south with headquarters in Washington, D.C., and the
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Northern Supreme Council in the northeast, headquarters at Boston, Massachusetts.
Q.
How many signers of the Declaration of Independence were Masons?
A.
Masonic scholars do not agree on this point, but on the basis of recent research,
particularly that provided by the Grand Lodge of Minnesota, the following is generally accepted:
1. Benjamin Franklin - 1 of 13 positively known Masonic signers of Constitution of
the U.S., member of St. John’s Lodge, Tun Tavern, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
Past Provincial Grand Master of Pennsylvania.
2. Elbridge Gerry, member of Philanthropic Lodge, Marblehead, Massachusetts.
3. John Hancock, made a Master Mason, at the age of 23, in 1760, in Merchants
Lodge No. 1, Quebec City, the first civilian Lodge established in Canada after the
Conquest. In 1763, he went to Boston, Massachusetts, where he affiliated with St.
Andrew’s Lodge.
4. William Hooper, member of Hanover Lodge, Masonborough, North Carolina.
5. Richard Stockton, charter member, and first Master of St. John’s Lodge,
Princeton, New Jersey.
6. Matthew Thornton, made a Mason in a Lodge attached to a British Regiment of
Foot during the Siege of Louisburg, Canada, in 1745, serving in a New
Hampshire Colonial Regiment as a surgeon. Baron Von Steuben, while at Valley
Forge, is said to have conferred the higher Degrees on him and to have been the
only Signer who attained the 32nd Degree of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite.
7. George Walton, member of Solomons Lodge No. 1, Savannah, Georgia.
8. William Whipple, member of St. John’s Lodge No. 1, Portsmouth, New Jersey.
The following named Signers have been referred to as members of the Fraternity by
various Masonic writers, and in Masonic publications, but their Lodge affiliation is not
known:
9. Roger Sherman, claimed to have been made a Mason prior to the American
Revolution. A Masonic Apron said to be worn by him is in the collection at Yale
University.
10. Josiah Bartlett, one so named is listed as a charter member of King Solomon’s
Lodge, Charlestown, Massachusetts. Descendants, however, say he was not a
member of the Craft. There is doubt that this Bartlett is the signer, and records of
the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts do not show his Lodge affiliation.
11. Philip Livingston, often referred to as a Mason, but this is open to debate. Records
of the Grand Lodge of New York do not disclose his name. Several members,
named Livingston, are noted in the records of Holland Lodge No. 8, New York
City, New York.
12. Joseph Hewes. Records of Unanimity Lodge No. 7, Edenton, North Carolina,
show his name as a visitor on St. John’s Day, December, 1776.
13. Robert Treat Paine, member of a Massachusetts Lodge. The Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts records do not show his affiliation. He was said to be present at the
celebration of St. John’s Day, Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, in June, 1759.
14. Thomas McKean, noted as a frequent visitor to Perseverance Lodge No. 2l,
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Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. The McKean genealogy has stated he was a Mason,
although his name is not found on the records of the Grand Lodge of Delaware,
which was not organized until the close of the American Revolution. A brother,
Samuel McKean, was a member of the Fraternity.
15. John Penn, known to have attended Lodges in North Carolina, but his Masonic
affiliation is not known.
16. Lyman Hall, claimed to have been a member of Solomons Lodge No. 1,
Savannah, Georgia.
17. William Ellery, claimed as a member of a Lodge in Boston, Massachusetts.
18. Thomas Nelson, Jr., claimed to have visited Lodge No. 9, Yorktown, Virginia,
after the Siege of that place was lifted in the Revolutionary War, accompanied by
Lafayette and Washington.
Absence of definite proof of the Masonic affiliation of the Signers named in the
foregoing paragraphs, precludes the possibility of knowing.
This is also the case with Thomas Jefferson; John Adams; Benjamin Rush; Robert
Morris; John Witherspoon; George Wythe; Francis Lightfoot Lee; Richard Henry Lee;
and others. Caesar Rodney of Delaware had a son, Caesar Augustus Rodney, who was
known to be a member of the Craft. George Read, another Signer from Delaware, had a
son, George M. Read, who was Grand Master of Pennsylvania. Samuel Huntington had a
son who was Grand Master of Ohio.
Q.
There is a national memorial erected to George Washington, the Mason. Where is it?
A.
The George Washington Masonic National Memorial is situated on Shuter’s Hill, or
Shooter’s Hill, at the outskirts of Alexandria, Virginia, on land once owned by Washington and
on a site originally proposed for the location of the Capitol of the United States. The movement
to erect this great Memorial originated in 1910. The cornerstone was laid in 1923 and the
Memorial was dedicated in 1932. Masons of South Dakota, individually and through their Grand
Lodge, have contributed liberally to the erection and maintenance of this Memorial.
Q.
How many Presidents of the United States have been Masons?
A.
There is documentary evidence that 14 were Freemasons: George Washington, James
Monroe, Andrew Jackson, James K. Polk, James Buchanan, Andrew Johnson, James A. Garfield,
William McKinley, Theodore Roosevelt, William Howard Taft, Warren G. Harding, Franklin D.
Roosevelt, Harry S. Truman, and Gerald Ford.
Q.
What is a Lodge of Research?
A.
A Masonic Lodge of Research gathers and disseminates by discussion or publication
information primarily of historical character pertaining to the origin and development of
Freemasonry and the members who have contributed to its growth and development.
Q.
Are there many such Lodges of Research?
A.
Yes. There are many United States jurisdicitions with Lodges of Research, including
South Dakota, plus many outside of the United States. The premier or first and oldest Lodge of
Masonic Research was organized in London, England. It is commonly referred to as AQC or
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more properly, Quatour Coronati Lodge No. 2076. It is the largest Masonic Research Lodge in
the world. Membership in the South Dakota Lodge of Masonic Research is open to any Master
Mason in good standing.
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LANDMARKS OF FREEMASONRY
Landmarks as Listed in the Constitution & Bylaws of the Grand Lodge of South Dakota
1.
2.
3.
4.

The modes of recognition.
The division of symbolic Masonry into Three Degrees.
The legend of the third degree.
The government of the fraternity by a presiding officer called a Grand Master, who is
elected from the body of the Craft.
5. The prerogative of the Grand Master to preside over every assembly of the Craft,
whatsoever and whenever held.
6. The prerogative of the Grand Master to grant dispensations for conferring degrees at
irregular times.
7. The prerogative of the Grand Master to grant dispensation for opening and holding
lodges.
8. The prerogative of the Grand Master to make Masons at sight.
9. The necessity for Masons to congregate in Lodges.
10. The government of every Lodge by a Master and two Wardens.
11. The necessity that every Lodge when congregated should be duly tiled.
12. The right of every Mason to be represented in all general meetings of the Craft and to
instruct his representatives.
13. The right of every Mason to appeal from the decision of his brethren in lodge convened
to the Grand Lodge or General Assembly of Masons.
14. The right of every Mason to visit and sit in every regular lodge.
15. That no visitor not known to some brother present as a Mason can enter a Lodge without
undergoing an examination.
16. That no lodge can interfere in the business or labor of another lodge.
17. That every Freemason is amenable to the laws and regulations of the Masonic jurisdiction
in which he resides.
18. That every candidate for initiation must be a man, free-born and, of lawful age.
19. That every Mason must believe in the existence of God as the Grand Architect of
Universe.
20. That every Mason must believe in a resurrection to a future life.
21. That a book of the law of God must constitute an indispensable part of the furniture of
every Lodge.
22. That all men in the sight of God are equal and meet in the Lodge on one common level.
23. That Freemasonry is a fraternal society in possession of secrets that cannot be divulged to
the uninitiated.
24. That Freemasonry consists of a speculative science, founded on an operative art.
25. That the Landmarks of Masonry can never be changed.
The Landmarks Explained
Landmark First. The modes of recognition are, of all the Landmarks, the most legitimate and
unquestioned. They admit of no variation; and if they have ever suffered alteration or addition,
the evil of such a violation of the ancient law has always made itself subsequently manifest.
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Landmark Second. The division of symbolic Masonry into three degrees is a land mark that has
been better preserved than almost any other, although even here the mischievous spirit of
innovation has left its traces, and by the disruption of its concluding portion from the third
degree, a want of uniformity has been created in respect to the final teaching of the Master’s
degree; and the Royal Arch of England, Scotland, Ireland and America, and the “high degrees” of
France and Germany, are all made to differ in the mode in which they lead the neophyte to the
great consummation of all symbolic Masonry. In 1813, the Grand Lodge of England vindicated
the ancient landmark by solemnly enacting that Ancient Craft Masonry consisted of the three
degrees of Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and Master Mason, including the High Royal Arch.
But the disruption has never been healed, and the landmark, although acknowledged in its
integrity by all, still continues to be violated.
Landmark Third. The Legend of the third degree is an important landmark, the integrity of
which has been well preserved. There is no rite in Masonry, practiced in any country or
language, in which the essential elements of this legend are not taught. The lectures may vary,
and indeed are constantly changing, but the legend has ever remained substantially the same.
And it is necessary that it should be so for the legend of the Temple Builder constitutes the very
essence and identity of Masonry. Any rite which should exclude it, or materially alter it, would at
once, by that exclusion or alteration, cease to be a Masonic rite.
Landmark Fourth. The government of the fraternity by a presiding officer called a Grand
Master who is elected from the body of the craft is a fourth landmark of the order.
Landmark Fifth. The prerogative of the Grand Master to preside over every assembly of the
craft, whatsoever and whenever held, is a fifth landmark. It is in consequence of this law, derived
from ancient usage, and not from any special enactment, that the Grand Master assumes the
chair, or as it is called in England “the throne”, at every communication of the Grand Lodge. He
is also entitled to preside at the communication of every subordinate Lodge where he may
happen to be present.
Landmark Sixth. The prerogative of the Grand Master to grant dispensation for conferring
degres at irregular times is another, and a very important landmark.
Landmark Seventh. The prerogative of the Grand Master to give dispensations for opening and
holding Lodges is another landmark. He may grant, by virtue of this, to a sufficient number of
Masons, the privilege of meeting together and conferring degrees. The lodges thus established
are called “lodges under dispensation.” They are strictly creatures of the Grand Master, created
by his authority, existing only during his will and pleasure, and liable at any moment to be
dissolved at his command. They may be continued for a day, month or six months; but whatever
the period of their existence, they are indebted for that existence solely to the grace of the Grand
Master.
Landmark Eighth. The prerogative of the Grand Master to make Masons at sight is a landmark
which is closely connected with the preceding one. There has been much misapprehension in
relation to this landmark, which misapprehension has sometimes led to a denial of its existence
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in jurisdictions where the Grand Master was perhaps substantially exercising the prerogative
without the slightest remark or opposition. It is not to be supposed that the Grand Master can
retire with a profane into a private room and there, without assistance, confer the degrees of
Freemasonry upon him. No such prerogative exists. Yet many believe that this is the so much
talked of right of “making Masons at sight”. The real mode, and the only mode, of exercising the
prerogative is this: The Grand Master summons to his assistance not less than six other Masons,
convenes a Lodge, and without any previous probation, but in sight of the candidate, confers the
degree upon him, after which he dissolves the lodge and dismisses the brethren. Lodges thus
convened for special purposes are called “occasional lodges.” This is the only way in which any
Grand Master within the records of the institution has ever been known to make Masons at sight
along with granting dispensations to open and hold lodges. If the Grand Master has the power of
granting to any other Mason the privilege of presiding over lodges working by his dispensation,
he may assume this privilege of presiding to himself and as no one can deny his right to revoke
his dispensation granted to a number of brethren at a distance, and to dissolve the lodge at his
pleasure, it will scarcely be contended that he may not revoke his dispensation for a lodge over
which he himself has been presiding, within a day, and dissolve the lodge as soon as the business
for which he had assembled it is accomplished. The making of Masons at sight is only the
conferring of the degrees by the Grand Master, at once, in an occasional lodge, constituted by his
dispensing power for the purpose, and over which he presides, in person.
Landmark Ninth. The necessity for Masons to congregate in Lodges is another landmark. It is
not to be understood by this that any ancient landmark has directed that permanent organization
of subordinate lodges which constitutes one of the features of the Masonic system as it now
prevails. But the landmarks of the craft always prescribed that Masons should from time to time
congregate together for the purpose of either operative or speculative labor and that these
congregations should be called Lodges. Formerly these were extemporary meetings called
together for special purposes, and then dissolved, the brethren departing to meet again at other
times and places, according to the necessity of circumstances. But warrants of constitution,
bylaws, permanent officers, and annual arrears are modern innovations wholly outside the
landmarks, and dependent entirely on the special enactments of a comparatively recent period.
Landmark Tenth. The government of the craft, when so congregated in a Lodge by a Master
and two Wardens, is also a landmark. To show the influence of this ancient law, it may be
observed by the way, that a congregation of Masons meeting together under any government, as
that for instance of a president and vice-president or a chairman and subchairman, would not be
recognized as a lodge. The presence of a Master and two Wardens is as essential to the valid
organization of a lodge as a warrant of constitution is at the present day.
Landmark Eleventh. The necessity that every Lodge, when congregated, should be duly tyled is
an important landmark of the institution, which is never neglected. The necessity of this law
arises from the esoteric character of Masonry. As a secret institution, its portals must, of course,
be guarded from the intrusion of the profane, and such a law must therefore always have been in
force from the very beginning of the craft. It is therefore properly classed among the most
ancient landmrks.
Landmark Twelfth. The right of every Mason to be represented in all general meetings of the
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craft, and to instruct his representatives, is a twelfth landmark. Formerly these general meetings,
which were usually held once a year, were called “General Assemblies,” and all the fraternity,
even to the youngest Entered Apprentice, were permitted to be present. Now they are called
“Grand Lodges” and only the Master and Wardens of the subordinate lodges are summoned.
Note, nonetheless, that all Brothers of a jurisdiction are welcome to attend Grand Lodge
communications. But only Masters and Wardens are summoned and carry ballots to vote on
various matters before the Grand Lodge. The Masters and Wardens are representatives of the
members of their Lodges. Originally, each Mason represented himself; now he is represented by
his officers. This was a concession granted by the fraternity about 1717 and, of course, does not
affect the integrity of the landmark, for the principle of representation is still preserved. The
concession was made only for the purpose of convenience.
Landmark Thirteenth. The right of every Mason to appeal from the decision of his brethren in
Lodge convened to the Grand Lodge or General Assembly of Masons is a landmark highly
essential to the preservation of justice and the prevention of oppression.
Landmark Fourteenth. The right of every Mason to visit and sit in every regular lodge is an
unquestionable landmark of the order. This is called “the right of visitaton.” This right of
visitation has always been recognized as an inherent right which inures to every Mason as he
travels through the world. This is because lodges are justly considered as only divisions for
convenience of the universal Masonic family. This right may, of course, be impaired or forfeited
on special occasions by various circumstances. But, when admission is refused to a Mason in
good standing, who knocks at the door of a Lodge as a visitor, it is to be expected that some good
and sufficient reason shall be furnished for this violation of what is in general a Masonic right
founded on the landmark of the craft.
Landmark Fifteenth. It is a landmark of the craft, that no visitor, unknown to the brethren
present, or to some of them as a Mason, can enter a Lodge without first passing an examination
according to ancient usage. Of course if the visitor is known to any brother present to be a Mason
in good standing, and if the brother will vouch for his qualifications, the examination may be
dispensed with as the landmark refers only to the cases of strangers - who are not to be
recognized unless after strict trial, due examination or lawful infomation.
Landmark Sixteenth. No Lodge can interfere in the business of another Lodge nor give degrees
to brethren who are members of other Lodges. This is undoubtedly an ancient landmark founded
on the great principles of courtesy and fraternal kindness which are at the very foundation of our
institution. It has been repeatedly recognized by subsequent statutory enactments of all Grand
Lodges.
Landmark Seventeenth. It is a landmark that every Freemason is amenable to the laws and
regulations of the Masonic jurisdiction in which he resides and this although he may not be a
member of any Lodge. Non-affiliation, which can be in itself a Masonic offense, does not
exempt a Mason from Masonic jurisdiction.
Landmark Eighteenth. Certain qualifications of candidates for initiation are derived from a
landmark of the craft. These qualifications are that he be a man, shall be unmutilated, free-born,
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and of mature age. That is to say, a woman, a cripple, or a slave, or one born in slavery, is
disqualified for initiation into the rites of Masonry. Statutes, it is true, have from time to time
been enacted enforcing or explaining these principles; but the qualifications really arise from the
very nature of the Masonic institutions and from its symbolic teachings and have always existed
as landmarks.
Landmark Nineteenth. A belief in the existence of God as the Grand Architect of the Universe
is one of the most important landmarks of the order. It has been always deemed essential that a
denial of the existence of a Supreme and Superintending Power is an absolute disqualification for
initiation. The annals of the craft never yet have furnished, or could furnish, an instance in which
an avowed athiest was ever made a Mason. The very initiatory ceremonies of the first degree
forbid and prevent the possibility of such an occurrence.
Landmark Twentieth. Subsidiary to the belief in God, as a landmark of the craft, is the belief
in a resssurection to a future life. This landmark is not so positively impressed on the candidate
by exact words as the preceding; but the doctrine is taught by very plain implication and runs
through the whole symbolism of the craft. To believe in Masonry, and not to believe in
resurrection, would be an absurd anomaly which could only be excused by the reflection that he
who thus contorted his belief and his skepticism, was so ignorant of the meaning of both theories
as to have no rational foundation for his knowledge of either.
Landmark Twenty First. It is a landmark that a “Book of the Law” shall constitute an
indispensable part of the furniture of every lodge. Advisedly, it is said a Book of the Law
because it is not absolutely required that everywhere the Old and New Testaments shall be used.
The Book of the Law is that volume which, by the religion of the candidate, is believed to
contain the revealed will of the Grand Architect of the Universe. Hence, in all lodges in
predominantly Christian countries, the “Book of he Law” is composed of the Old and New
Testaments; in a country where Judaism is the prevailing faith, the Old Testament alone would be
sufficient; and in Islamic countries or among Islamic Masons the Koran might be substituted.
Masonry does not attempt to interfere with the peculiar religious faith of its disciples except so
far as relates to the belief in the existence of God, and what necessarily results from that belief.
The Book of the Law is to the speculative Mason his spiritual trestleboard; without this he cannot
labor; whatever he believes to be the revealed will of the Grand Architect constitutes for him this
spiritual trestleboard, and must ever be before him in his hours of speculative labor to be the rule
and guide of his conduct. This landmark, therefore, requires that a Book of the Law, a religious
code of some kind purporting to be an exemplar of the revealed will of God, shall form an
essential part of the furniture of every lodge.
Landmark Twenty Second. The equality of all Masons is another landmark of the craft. This
equality has no reference to any subversion of those graduations of rank which have been
instituted by the usages of society. The monarch, the nobleman, or the gentleman is entitled to all
the influence, and receives all the respect, which rightly belongs to his exalted position. But the
doctrine of Masonic equality implies that, as children of one great Father, we meet in the Lodge
upon the level - that on that level we are all traveling to one predestined goal - that in the Lodge
genuine merit shall receive more respect than boundless wealth and that virtue and knowledge
alone should be the basis of all Masonic honors and be rewarded with preferment. When the
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labors of the Lodge are over, and the brethren have retired from their peaceful retreat to mingle
once more with the world, each will then again resume that social position, and exercise the
privileges to that rank, to which the customs of society entitle him.
Landmark Twenty Third. The secrecy of the institution is another and most important
landmark. There is some difficulty in precisely defining what is meant by a “secret society.” If
the term refers, as perhaps in strictly logical language it should, to those associations whose
designs are concealed from the public eye; whose members are unknown; which produce their
results in darkness; and whose operations are carefully hidden from the public gaze; a definition
which will be appropriate to many political clubs and revolutionary combinations in despotic
countries, where reform, if it is at all to be effected, must be effected by stealth. Clearly, in that
context, Freemasonry is not a secret society. Its design is not only publicly proclaimed, but is
vaunted by its disciples as something to be venerated. Its disciples are known, for its membership
is considered an honor to be coveted. It works for a result of which it boasts, that is, the
civilization and refinement of man, the amelioration of his condition, and the reformation of his
manners. But if by secret society is meant, and this is the most popular understanding of the
term, a society in which there is a certain amount of knowledge, whether it be methods of
recognition or of legendary and traditional learning, which is imparted to those only who have
passed through an established form of initiation, the form itself being also concealed or esoteric,
then in this sense is Freemasonry undoubtedly a secret society. Now, this form of secrecy is a
form inherent in it, existing with it from its very foundation, and secured to it by its ancient
landmarks. If divested of its secret character it would lose its identity and would cease to be
Freemasonry. Whatever objections may, therefore, be made to the institution on account of its
secrecy, and however much some unskilled brethren have been willing in times of trial for the
sake of expediency, to divest it of its secret character, will be ever impossible to do so, even were
the landmark not standing before us as an insurmountable obstacle. Why? Because such change
of its character would be social suicide and the death of the craft would follow its legalized
exposure. Freemasonry, as a secret association, has lived unchanged for centuries. As an open
society it would not last for as many years. Suffice to say best, Freemasonry is not a secret
society but it is a society which has its secrets.
Landmark Twenty Fourth. The foundation of a speculative science upon an operative art, and
the symbolic use and explanation of the terms of that art, for purposes of religious or moral
teaching, constitute another landmark of the order. The Temple of Solomon is a symbol of the
institution, and, therefore, the reference to the operative Masonry which constructed that
magnificent edifice, to the materials and implements which were employed in its construction,
and to the artists who engaged in the building, are all component and essential parts of the body
of Freemasonry. They could not be subtracted from it without an entire destruction of the whole
identity of the craft. Hence, all the comparatively modern rites of Masonry, however they may
differ in other respects, religiously preserve this temple history and operative elements as the
substratum of all their modification of the Masonic system.
Landmark Twenty Fifth. The last and crowning landmark of all is that these landmarks can
never be changed. Nothing can be subtracted from them. Nothing can be added to them. Not the
slightest modification can be made in them. As they were received from our predecessors, we are
bound by the most solemn obligations of duty to transmit them to our successors. Not one jot or

Grand Lodge of South Dakota

The Golden Book

Page 109

one tittle of these unwritten laws can be repealed; for in respect to them we are not only willing,
but compelled, to adopt the language of the sturdy old barons of England. Nolumus leges mutari.
Let the laws abide.
DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES
Freemasonry is a charitable, benevolent, educational and religious society. Its principles are
proclaimed as widely as men will hear. Its only secrets are in its methods of recognition and of
symbolic instruction.
It is charitable in that it is not organized for profit and none of its income inures to the benefit of
any individual, but all is devoted to the promotion of the welfare and happiness of mankind.
It is benevolent in that it teaches and exemplifies altruism as a duty.
It is educational in that it teaches by prescribed ceremonials a system of morality and
brotherhood based upon the Sacred Law.
It is religious in that it teaches monotheism; the Volume of the Sacred Law is open upon its altars
whenever a Lodge is in session; reverence for God is ever present in its ceremonial, and to its
brethren are constantly addressed lessons of morality, yet it is not sectarian nor theological.
It is a social organization only so far as it furnishes additional inducement that men may
forgather in numbers thereby providing more material for its primary work of education, of
worship, and of charity.
Through the improvement and strengthening of the character of the individual man, Freemasonry
seeks to improve the community. Thus it impresses upon its members the principles of personal
righteousness and personal responsibility, enlightens them as to those things which make for
human welfare, and inspires them with that feeling of charity, or good will, toward all mankind
which will move them to translate principle and conviction into action.
To that end, it teaches and stands for the worship of God; truth and justice; fraternity and
philanthropy; and enlightenment and orderly liberty, civil, religious and intellectual. It charges
each of its members to be true and loyal to the government of the country to which he owes
allegiance and to be obedient to the law of any state in which he may be.
It believes that the attainment of these objectives is best accomplished by laying a broad basis of
principle upon which men of every race, country, sect and opinion may unite rather than by
setting up a restricted platform upon which only those of certain races, creeds and opinions can
assemble.
Believing these things, we affirm our continued adherence to that ancient and approved rule of
Freemasonry which forbids the discussion in Masonic meetings of creeds, politics, or other
topics likely to excite personal animosities. It further affirms its conviction that it is not only
contrary to the fundamental principles of Freemasonry but dangerous to its unity, strength,
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usefulness, and welfare, for Masonic Bodies to take action or attempt to exercise pressure or
influence for or against any legislaion or in any way to attempt to procure the election or
appointment of governmental officials, or to influence them, whether or not members of the
Fraternity, in the performance of their official duties. The true Freemason will act in civil life
according to his individual judgment and the dictates of his conscience.
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MAS ON RY
AN INTRODUCTION

A Preparatory Message 1

GRAND LODGE A.F.& A.M. OF SOUTH DAKOTA

This booklet is given to you in order that you gain some understanding of the structure and
purpose of Masonry prior to your entrance therein.
It is important that you learn these things in advance, since your appreciation of what you are
about to receive will be far greater because of your having acquired this knowledge.
Another booklet will be given to you after each of the three degrees.
These will be like what you have seen and heard, and will likewise be important to your
understanding or reveal to you your own proper place in the Fraternity.
All of these booklets call for and deserve your careful study.

1

A 2019 revision of Masonry, An Introduction Printed in Four Booklets. First printing 1948. Second printing 1966.
Third printing 1970. All by the then “Board of General Activities” consisting of Roger S. Brown (PGM) (130) and
Amerigo Raimondi (130). © 2019 GRAND LODGE OF SOUTH DAKOTA, A.F. & A.M.

FOREWORD
This booklet has been prepared in the belief that an urgent need exists for a more comprehensive
method of preliminary instruction of the candidate; that such instruction should begin prior to his
initiation, and should continue throughout the course of the degrees, clarifying that which may
have been obscure, emphasizing the significance of what he has seen and heard, and giving him a
mental picture of the structure and purpose of Masonry. It is believed that the candidate is
entitled to this, and that with such instruction he will become a more intelligent, appreciative and
useful member of the Craft earlier in his career than would be possible without such instruction.
This is called “An Introduction” advisedly, for it makes no pretense of attempting anything
beyond an introduction of the candidate to Masonry. It is to be admitted that you and
Freemasonry are practically strangers to each other. But you are no longer a stranger, even
though you are going on a strange journey, for it is the definite responsibility of the Craft, your
friends and brothers, to indicate the sign posts and landmarks by which you may be guided. You
are about to encounter a deluge of new and strange material, and it is the purpose of this course
to assist in the assimilation of it.
One purpose of this course is to make you realize that you are to become a member of an
institution which has existed from time immemorial, a fraternity that is universal in its scope and
whose members are computed in the millions; that while it involves ritual, ceremony, laws,
regulations and edicts it is not merely a rite to rehearse.
Freemasonry is a life to be lived
A SHORT HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY
In the book of human history Freemasonry has a chapter of her own. When you become a
member of this lodge it is a chapter you will wish to read, as much for its own fascination as for
the light it will throw upon your path as you progress in Masonry. A little of that story will enable
you to understand better the three steps of initiation which lie before you.
In all ages and all lands men have formed secret societies, made use of ceremonies of initiation,
employed symbols, emblems, and means of recognition. When Freemasonry came into
existence-nobody knows how many centuries ago it inherited much from such societies. Along
your path of initiation you will encounter ancient rites and symbols sacred to us partly because of
their great antiquity.
The oldest existing written record of our Craft, a manuscript written by some unknown brother in
England, about 1390, over seven centuries ago, is known as the Regius Manuscript. The
document itself, known to be copied from one much earlier, shows that even then Freemasonry
was very old.
At the time this document was written nearly all Freemasons were Operatives. Evidence
indicates that “Freemasons” were those builders of a superior skill who designed, supervised and
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erected the great cathedrals and other marvelous structures. Operative Freemasons designed the
buildings; dressed the stones from the quarries and laid them in the walls; set up arches, pillars,
columns, and buttresses; laid the floor and built the roof; carved the decorations; made and fitted
the stained-glass windows into place; and produced much of the sculpture. Their work was
difficult; it called for a high degree of skill and genius, and required much knowledge of
mechanics and geometry as well as of stone-masonry. They were among the great artists of the
Middle Ages.
When a number of Freemasons work together on a building over a period of years they organized
one or more lodges; which might meet in a temporary building or in one of the rooms of the
uncompleted structure. Such a lodge was governed by a Master assisted by Wardens; it had a
Secretary to keep its books, a Treasurer to keep and to disburse its funds, a charity chest from
which to dispense relief to the members in distress, and to their widows and orphans; it met in
regular communication, divided its membership into grades, admitted members by initiation. In
short, it was in many essentials what a Masonic lodge is today.
Completing their work in one community the Freemasons would move to another, setting up
their lodges wherever they worked. Other types of workers were compelled by law to live and
work in the same community year in and year out, and under local restrictions. A number of our
historians believe that it may have been because they were free from such restrictions that the
Gothic builders were called “Freemasons.”
Such was the Fraternity in its Operative period; and as such it flourished for generations. Then
came a great change in its fortunes. Euclid’s geometry was rediscovered and published, thereby
revealing many of the Mason’s trade secrets. The Reformation came and among others the
Gothic and Romanesque styles of architecture began to die out. Social and religious conditions
underwent a revolution; these and other factors made it difficult for Operatives to follow their
trade and brought about a decline in the Craft. As a result, during the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries Freemasons became so few in number that only a small Lodge here and there clung to a
precarious existence.
At some period in the dim and distant past Freemasons began to accept non-Operative members.
Gentlemen with no intention of becoming builders, for social reasons, or from interest in the
Craft’s ancient customs, were received as “Accepted Masons.” At first there were few of these,
but as time passed their number increased, until by the early part of the eighteenth century they
were more influential.
The Craft then took a step destined to revolutionize it and to set it on a path of power and
magnitude. On St. John the Baptist’s day, June 24, 1717, four old lodges of London and
Westminister met in London and organized a Grand Lodge, and on the same day selected their
first Grand Master, Anthony Sayer.
Within a few years of that date the Craft had completed the transformation of an Operative Body
into a Speculative Fraternity (by “Speculative” is meant Masonry in a moral, or symbolical,
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sense as you will learn more fully in the Fellowcraft Degree); they organized their ceremonies of
initiation into the three degrees of Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft, and Master Mason; collected
and collated the old Masonic manuscripts known as the York Constitutions: and codified them
into the first book of Constitutions. Very soon thereafter it was chartering Lodges in many
countries, including our own, to take care of the Fraternity’s membership, which began rapidly to
increase shortly after the organization of the London Grand Lodge. This is usually considered the
first or Premier Grand Lodge, though it is questionable if the Grand Lodge at York, England,
does not have a prior claim. In 1751 another Grand Lodge was organized in England; prior to
that Grand Lodges had been set up in Scotland, Ireland, and on the continent.
American lodges, of which the earliest with authentic historical records was called “The First
Lodge at Boston” (1733), were under the charge of Provincial Grand Lodges, which were ruled
by Provincial Grand Masters appointed by the Grand Lodges of England, Scotland and Ireland.
Undoubtedly other lodges were formed in other places at earlier dates, but we have no authentic
records of the times and places.
After the Revolution, one after another of the American Grand Lodges became sovereign and
independent. At that time the advisability of organizing one Grand Lodge for the whole United
States was discussed, but the Craft in its wisdom abandoned the scheme, and the plan of having
an independent Grand Lodge for each state finally prevailed.
Thus as the years passed one Grand Lodge was organized in each state, sovereign within its own
limits, no other Grand Lodge having any right to control Masonic affairs within that state. Today
in the United States there are fifty two Grand Lodges, one for each state and one for the District
of Columbia and one for Puerto Rico. Most Lodges in Guam are chartered under the Grand
Lodge of the Philippines.
Speculative Freemasonry did not spring full-formed out of nothing in 1717, but came as a
gradual expansion of Operative Masonry. Through an unbroken line we can trace our lineage
back to those builders of the early Middle Ages. We, too, are Masons, except that instead of
erecting material buildings, we build manhood; their tools we have transformed into emblems of
moral and spiritual rules and forces; their practices and secrets we have embodied in the Royal
Art of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth; their rituals - mellowed, enriched, and made more
beautiful with the passing of time - we employ in the entering, passing and raising of our
candidates. All that was living and permanent in their Craft we have preserved to use in behalf of
good will, kindliness, charity and brotherhood among men.
Such is our heritage, and, as you enter into it, you will discover it inexhaustible in its interest,
life-long in its appeal, a power in your life to enrich, to ennoble and to inspire.
LODGE ORGANIZATION
You have been elected to receive the degrees of Masonry. In due course you will become a
member of this lodge. It will be of assistance to you to learn how a lodge is organized and what
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its machinery is. Much about a lodge is secret to be learned only through initiation; what is now
told you is written in our Grand Lodge literature.
A lodge is an organization of seven or more Master Masons duly assembled, with the Holy Bible,
Square and Compasses and a charter or warrant empowering them to work, where they may
confer the three degrees of Masonry and carry on such activities as are necessary to its proper
administration.
Authority is conferred by a Charter issued by a Grand Lodge. You will later be shown the
Charter of our own lodge. It was issued to us by our Grand Lodge, Ancient, Free and Accepted
Masons.
A lodge may retain its Charter only as it obeys the laws of the Grand Lodge and works according
to the traditions and ancient usages and customs of the Masonic Fraternity.
Each lodge may make Masons only of such elected petitioners as live within its jurisdiction. If
there be only one lodge in a city all persons residing nearer to it than to any other lodge must
petition it for the degrees; if there be more than one lodge, they have concurrent jurisdiction; that
is, a petitioner may make his choice among them. A lodge is governed by the Grand Lodge
according to laws laid down in the Grand Lodge Constitution and the Code. Local regulations
and rules of its self government are embodied in its bylaws, a copy of which you will be required
to sign when you become a member.
Each lodge in this jurisdiction has at least ten officers, five of whom are chosen by ballot. These
are the Worshipful Master, Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Treasurer, and Secretary. They are
elected annually. Prior to the installation, the Master-elect makes his appointment of officers.
These include Senior and Junior Deacons, Senior and Junior Stewards and Tyler, and may
include Chaplain, Marshal and Trustees.
The primary executive power of the lodge is vested in the office of Worshipful Master. This term
may sound strange to you, but you will learn, as you progress, that it is singularly accurate.
“Worshipful” means “worthy of honor” and indicates that the Master is entitled to the honor and
respect of every member of his Lodge. He is, in fact, the Master and as such he is endowed with
the broadest powers. He has the power and authority to convene his Lodge for either Stated or
Special Communications, to see that the duties of the officers of the Lodge are faithfully
performed; to discharge the executive functions of the Lodge; to remove any appointed officer
for cause; and to see that all brothers in distress are properly cared for. The Master is indeed the
master of his Lodge, its chief executive, its head, vested with great authority, entrusted with great
powers, but there should be nothing arbitrary in his use of such powers and authority, because
they are defined and regulated by law and by ancient custom.
The Senior Warden is the second ranking officer and the Junior Warden is the third. In the event
of the death or the absence from the jurisdiction either, temporarily or permanently, of the
Master, or of his inability for any reason to serve, or of a vacancy from any other cause in his
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office, the Senior Warden and Junior Warden, in order, will succeed to his duties and
prerogatives, except to install officers. The Wardens have other duties which you will learn about
at another time.
In addition to its officers a Lodge has various standing and special committees.
The meetings of the Lodge are called “Communications” and are of three kinds, Stated (or
Regular), Special, and Festival. Stated Communications are held at regular intervals on dates set
by the bylaws of the Lodge. Special Communications convene at the will and pleasure of the
Worshipful Master. Festival Communications for social intercourse and pleasure may be called
by a vote of the Lodge at all suitable times and places, observing therein the teachings and
welfare of the institution.
Before receiving the degrees a petitioner must pay an initiation fee as fixed by the Lodge bylaws
subject to the limitations of the Grand Lodge bylaws. When he becomes member he must pay
annual dues, also fixed in the bylaws. These fees and dues comprise the principal sources of
income of a Lodge, though the Lodge may also receive income from endowments and other
sources. For each candidate initiated the Lodge must pay a fee to the Grand Lodge; and for each
member it must also pay the annual Grand Lodge dues except as otherwise provided by the
Code.
In brief outline and to the extent to which you can now understand it, such is the machinery and
form or organization of a Masonic lodge. It conveys only a hint of the rich life and manifold
activities of lodge as a member knows them.
Each year a Grand Lodge Communication is held and is presided over by officers substantially
the same as those just enumerated. Members of the Grand Lodge include its officers, members of
various committees, Masters and Wardens of all constituent lodges, Past Masters of constitutent
Lodges, and all Past Elective Grand Officers, all when members of a particular Lodge therein.
Here the reports of the various departments are given, in fact revealing a cross section of
Masonry. Here, too, such amendments to the bylaws as seem desirable for the betterment of the
Craft are considered. It is hoped you will become in time, directly or indirectly, vitally concerned
in the entire machinery of the local and Grand Lodge operation since any Master Mason may
attend the Grand Lodge Communications.
DUTIES AND PRIVILEGES OF LODGE MEMBERSHIP
In petitioning for the Degrees of Masonry your presumed desire was to become a member of the
order that you might enjoy the fraternal fellowship of the brethren and that you might be
serviceable to your fellowmen. It will be helpful to you to have some conception in advance of
what lodge membership implies. This subject may as yet be explained but partially although
there is much that you can and should understand at the start of your journey.
You will become a member by receiving the three degrees. You will become entitled to all the
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rights and privileges of membership, by proving your proficiency in each degree. By taking the
obligations of the degrees and by signing the bylaws you enter into a contractual relationship
with the Lodge, wherein you bind yourself to perform certain duties, and the Lodge binds itself
to protect you in certain rights and privileges.
One of your first duties will be loyalty to the Fraternity and to your superior officers, and
obedience to the laws. This is a fundamental requirement.
It will be your duty to pay regularly and promptly such dues as your Lodge may establish. No
option is given; to do such is a necessary condition of membership. And it will be your duty, as
your conscience shall guide and your means permit, to do your share in maintaining the charities
of the Lodge and to stand ready to lend a helping hand to a Brother Mason in distress. If you are
present at a communication of the Lodge when a ballot is taken on a petition for initiation,
advancement, affiliation, or reinstatement, you must vote unless excused by the Lodge. This is
only another way of saying that the responsibility for deciding Masonic membership rests on
each and every member. To cast a vote is not merely a right or privilege to be exercised on
choice, but a duty.
It will be your duty to attend the communications of your Lodge, to join in its deliberations and
decisions and to assist in discharging its responsibilities. You are not required or even expected
to attend if by so doing it works an unnecessary hardship on yourself or your family, but
otherwise your attendance is expected.
If the Master, acting according to the provisions of the Grand Lodge Constitution and Bylaws,
issues a summons to you to attend a Communication of the Lodge for some special purpose, or to
discharge some duty required of you as a Mason, it will be your duty to obey the summons,
unless the circumstances render obedience impossible. Such duties are inherent in membership in
this Lodge; others will be made clear to you as you progress in Masonry. In many fundamental
respects a lodge differs from any other organization; membership is not a mere gesture of honor,
nor an idle privilege, with duties and obligations to be laid down or taken up at pleasure. A
member should not stand outside in idleness until he has opportunity to secure something from it
for his own selfish advantage, or evade his responsibilities by shifting his duties to more willing
shoulders. The Mystic Tie by which he is bound to his fellows has in it a strand of steel.
Certain rights and privileges accompany these duties and are equally maintained and made
secure by the Fraternity.
As a member of a Lodge you will be eligible to any office in it, except that no member can
become Worshipful Master unless he has previously served as an installed Master or Warden in
some legally chartered Lodge.
You will have the right to join in our public processions, a privilege carefully guarded and
protected by our laws, since to join in such is to identify oneself with the Fraternity.
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As a Master Mason in good standing, after you have passed your proficiency examination on the
Lecture of the Third Degree, you will be entitled to additional rights and privileges which, in due
time, will be explained to you.
In case of death you will be entitled to Masonic burial, a privilege to be valued over and above
its public recognition of your standing.
In all communications of the lodge you will have a voice in its discussions and a vote on
questions decided by the Lodge. Neither in Lodge nor in Grand Lodge is there taxation without
representation, nor is any Masonic officer permitted to exercise arbitrary or unreasonable
authority.
The Lodge and Grand Lodge give many services and extend many opportunities for
entertainment, good fellowship and educational advantages; as a Mason you will have the
privilege of enjoying these equally with all others of your fellow members.
When among strangers you will possess certain modes of recognition by which to prove yourself
to another Mason and to exact similar proof from him, thereby enabling you to establish
Fraternal relations with men who otherwise “must have remained at a perpetual distance.” To
know that wherever you may go you will find Brothers ready to extend the hand of fellowship,
men whom you have never met but who already stand bound to you by the Mystic Tie, is one of
the greatest of all the privileges of membership.
These duties, rights, and privileges of Masonic membership are not exhaustive. We have just
touched the perimeter range of a great theme, but it is our hope that, with such light as has been
given you, you will go forward with a livelier, keener understanding of what Masonry can mean
to you and also of what you may mean to it.
QUALIFICATIONS OF A CANDIDATE
You will recall that the application which you signed, as your initial step in Masonry, contained
the following: “I hereby apply for initiation into the degrees of Masonry. In support of my
application I submit the following statement of my qualifications which, upon my honor, I
declare to be correct.”
Then followed many questions which were searching, but were not impertinent. Your final
statement was: “So far as I am advised, there is no physical, legal, moral or financial reason why
I should not be a Mason.”
When your signed application was delivered the matter was out of your hands. The Lodge
appointed a committee to ascertain if you were worthy to become a Mason. The committee
reported and you were elected by a unanimous ballot to receive the Degrees of Masonry.
Inasmuch as the ballot box indicated that you possessed the essential qualifications, you may
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question the need of any further consideration of the subject. However, as this is the portrait of a
Mason, it is vital that you grasp its full significance.
We are glad to tell you that the bylaws of this Grand Lodge prescribe certain physical, mental,
social and moral qualifications of a candidate. It is required that
every candidate for the Degrees of Masonry must:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Be a man free-born and of lawful age;
Have the human senses, especially those of hearing, seeing and feeling;
Believe in the existence of God as the Grand Architect of the Universe;
Be of mental worth and have a record of a moral and upright life;
Be able to pay the fees in cash from his own funds;
Possess the ability to earn a livelihood;
Be a man of mature age, of good report, hale and sound;
Be able to read and write in English; and
Not be under sentence or judgment for violation of any law of the land, involving moral
turpitude.

Thus far you have been told of the qualifications of a candidate, and now it may not be amiss to
say a few words concerning the Fraternity to which you have applied to for membership.
Freemasonry is an organized society of men, symbolically applying the principle of operative
masonry and architecture to the science and art of character building. Its purpose is to make men,
to build character, to bind men together in the bonds of brotherly love and friendship. So
imperious are the ideals of the Fraternity that to think of a Mason as not devoted to integrity and
rectitude of character is a contradiction of terms. However, if you give nothing to the institution
you will receive little from it, your character is developed far more by rendering service than by
receiving. Unless you are prepared to give the Fraternity your steady and undivided loyalty, it
were better that you remain outside its ranks. You may say that we are insisting on this in
advance of your full knowledge of its significance but this is fully compensated by the fact that
we are likewise assuming much in your behalf, and are prepared to admit our obligation to you in
advance of actual fraternal association. If we have made no error in our acceptance of you, we
have no doubt that the principles of the Order will deserve not only your loyalty, but your active
and sincere cooperation in furthering the interests of Masonry.
You are now about to receive the First Degree. You will be taken to a place adjacent to the
lodgeroom, called the ‘‘preparatory room” and an officer of the Lodge will ask you these two
questions which you will be required to answer unequivocally:
‘‘Do you seriously declare that, unbiased by friends and uninfluenced by mercenary motives,
you freely and voluntarily offer yourself a candidate for the mysteries of Masonry?”
and
“That you are prompted to solicit the privileges of Masonry by a favorable opinion of the
Institution, a desire for knowledge, and a sincere wish to be serviceable to your fellow
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creatures, and that you cheerfully conform to all the ancient, established usages and customs
of the Fraternity?”
As you sit in that little room, quietly awaiting further proceedings, we earnestly hope you will
recall the few sentences which now follow - they may mean untold pleasure and profit or untold
disappointment to you in your Masonic life.
There is not a word spoken or an action performed which can hurt your dignity or your feelings.
There is no torture, physical or mental, to degrade you or Freemasonry. Be assured there is
nothing of a light or trifling character in any of the Degrees of Masonry. There is profound
significance to every part of the ceremony. You should interpret for yourself, so far as possible,
what you hear and witness. If you go through the ritual of initiation, passing or raising
wondering if “something is going to happen” you will miss the significance of what should be a
great and ennobling experience. The part you will play as a candidate is symbolic and intended
to make a deep and lasting impression of fundamental truths, the full understanding of which will
make you a better man, eventually a truly GOOD man.
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The Entered Apprentice1

GRAND LODGE A.F. & A.M. OF SOUTH DAKOTA

In the belief that you would welcome some additional “light” upon the Fraternity to which you
have just gained admission and upon your place therein, this booklet is presented to you for
careful study.
In its long experience, Masonry has established many things that go beyond the realm of
experiment and mere opinion; things that experience has crystallized into principles and that are
so accepted. Among these is the established fact that one’s appreciation of Masonry grows with
the increase in his understanding of its history, its symbolism and philosophy, its world-wide
character, its ethical standards, and the ideal of genuine brotherhood fostered among its
multitude of members.
In your own interest, therefore, give thoughtful attention to this, and to succeeding, booklets as
they are presented.
A 2019 revision of Masonry, An Introduction Printed in Four Booklets. First printing 1948. Second printing 1966.
Third printing 1970. All by the then “Board of General Activities” consisting of Roger S. Brown (PGM) (130) and
Amerigo Raimondi (130). © 2019 GRAND LODGE OF SOUTH DAKOTA, A.F. & A.M.
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MEANING OF THE TERM “ENTERED APPRENTICE”
You are now an Entered Apprentice. The first step in your journey to the Sublime Degree of
Master Mason has been taken.
Doubtless you found your initiation an experience you never wish to forget. A degree of Masonry
is not an isolated experience, but an ever enduring privilege. Always you may sit in your own
Lodge when open on the Entered Apprentice Degree; always you can return to observe, to
participate in, and to study its ceremonies. Your possession of the Degree is complete.
Doubtless you have an eager curiosity to learn more about this remarkable degree before you
receive that of Fellowcraft. Perhaps its ceremonies seemed strange to you; its language fell on
your ears with unaccustomed accents; and at its end you may have been somewhat bewildered. It
is our function to help you to interpret it by giving you a brief explanation of the term “Entered
Apprentice.”
The builders of those remarkable structures in Europe and Great Britain, from six hundred to
nine hundred years ago, we call “Operative Masons.” They were builders in the literal sense. It
was necessary for them to recruit new members to replace those lost through removal, accident,
illness or death. To do this they used the apprenticeship system, which was in vogue in all crafts
for many centuries.
The word “apprentice” means “learner,” or “beginner,” one who is taking his first steps in
mastering a trade, art or profession. The operative apprentice was a boy, usually from ten to
fifteen years of age. He was required to be sound in body in order to do work requiring physical
strength and endurance. He had to be of good habits, obedient and willing to learn, and of
unquestioned reputation, and be well recommended by Masons already members of the Craft.
When such a boy was chosen as an apprentice he was called into the Lodge where all the
members could assure themselves of his mental, moral and physical qualifications. If they voted
to receive him, he was given much information about the Craft, what it required of its members,
something of its early history and tradition, and what his duties would be. He gave a solemn
promise to obey his superiors, to work diligently, observe the laws and rules and to keep the
secrets.
After being thus obligated, he was bound over, or indentured, to one of the experienced Master
Masons. As a rule he lived with this Master Mason, and from him day by day learned the
methods and secrets of the trade. This apprenticeship lasted usually seven years.
After this young man had “gone to school” in this manner long enough to give assurance of his
fitness to master the art and to become an acceptable member of the society, his name was
entered on the books of the Lodge and he was given a recognized place in the Craft organization;
and because of this official entering of his name he was given the title “Entered Apprentice.” All
of the same degree of advancement constituted the rank, or grade, of Apprentice Masons.
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It is difficult to exaggerate the care our operative Masonic forebears devoted to these learners.
The Master Mason to whom the Apprentice was indentured was obligated by law to teach him
theory as well as practice. Not until the Apprentice, after many years, could prove his proficiency
by meeting the most rigid tests of skill, was he permitted to rank in the Craft. Other Master
Masons with whom he was set at work at the simpler tasks also were his teachers. He was given
moral instruction; his conduct was carefully scrutinized; many rules were laid down to control
his manner of life. When we read the Old Charges and ancient documents that have come down
to us we are impressed by the amount of space devoted to Apprentices. The Operative Masons
knew that the Apprentice was to be the Master Mason of the future.
As time passed, therefore, there grew up about the rank and duties and regulations of the
Apprentice an organized set of customs, ceremonies, rules, traditions, etc. These at last
crystallized into a well defined unit, which we may describe as the Operative Entered Apprentice
Degree. When, after the Reformation, Operative Masonry was transformed into Speculative
Masonry, the Entered Apprentice Degree was retained as one of the Degrees of the Speculative
Lodge, modified, of course, to meet the needs of the Speculative fraternity.
As an Entered Apprentice you are a learner, a beginner, in Speculative Masonry. You have taken
the first step in the mastery of our art. And it is because you have this rank that certain things are
expected of you.
First, you must learn certain portions of the Degree, and prove your proficiency in open lodge.
But you are to learn these parts not merely to pass this test; you should master them so
thoroughly that they will remain with you through life, because you will be in need of them
many times in the future.
Second, you must learn the laws, rules, and regulations by which an Entered Apprentice is
governed.
As you stood in the northeast corner of the Lodge during your initiation you were taught a
certain lesson concerning a corner stone. The meaning of that lesson should now be clear to you.
You are a corner stone of the Craft. The day will probably come when into your hands will fall
your share of the responsibilities of the lodge. You are a corner stone on which the Fraternity is
being erected. It is our hope and expectation that you will prove a solid foundation, true and
tried, set four-square, on which our great Fraternity may safely build.
THE RITUAL OF THE FIRST DEGREE
The Masonic lodge room is represented in the Ritual as a symbol of the world. The particular
form in which this symbol is cast harks back to early times when men believed the earth to be
square and the sky a solid dome; but while this no longer represents our idea of the physical
shape of the world, the significance remains the same.
The world thus represented is the world of Masonry; the Masonic career from beginning to end,
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including all that lies between. The West Gate through which the candidate enters represents
birth. In the First Degree the candidate is ushered into Masonic life; the old life with all its
accessories has dropped from him completely. He now enters on a new life in a new world.
Masonry is systematic, well proportioned, balanced. Duties and work are supervised and
regulated, controlled through laws writ ten and unwritten, expressed through Landmarks,
traditions, usages, Constitutions and Bylaws, guided and directed through officers vested with
power and authority. The candidate obligates himself to uphold that lawful system; when he
salutes the Master and Wardens he signifies his obedience to the legally constituted officers;
when he follows his guide and fears no danger he expresses his trust in, and loyalty to, the
Fraternity.
The new world is a lawful world in which caprice and arbitrariness have no part. It has a definite
nature, is devoted to specified pur poses, committed to well-defined aims and ideals. Its members
cannot make it over to suit their own whims or to conform to their own purposes; they must
make themselves over to conform to its requirements. Among the first requirements of the
Apprentice is that he shall offer himself as a rough stone; to be shaped under Masonic laws and
influences for a place in the Temple of Masonry.
This world of Masonry is dedicated to Brotherhood. Unless the Apprentice is willing and
qualified to lead the brotherly life he will never master the Royal Art. Unless he is willing in all
sincerity to abide by his obligations and the laws which define, regulate, and control the
brotherly life, he will be out of harmony with the Fraternity, unable to find foothold in the world
he seeks to enter. All of our ritual, symbols, emblems, allegories and ceremonies, in the richness
and variety of their meaning, point in the same direction. Unless an Apprentice takes the time
and effort to understand and accept them, he will fail to comprehend Masonic teaching.
In his First Degree an Apprentice takes his first step into this life; leaves the darkness, destitution
and helplessness of the profane world for the light and warmth of this new existence. This is the
great meaning of the Degree; not an idle formality, but a genuine experience, the beginning of a
new career in which duties, rights and privileges are real. If a candidate is not to be an
Apprentice in name only, he must stand ready to do the work upon his own nature that will make
him a different man. Members are called Craftsmen because they are workmen; lodges are
quarries because they are scenes of toil. Freemasonry offers no privileges or rewards except to
those who earn them; she places Working Tools, not playthings, in the hands of her members.
To become a Mason is a solemn and serious undertaking. Once the step is taken, it may well
change the course of a man’s life.
DUTIES AND PRIVILEGES OF AN ENTERED APPRENTICE
As an Entered Apprentice you have an immediate and personal interest in our subject, but our
discussion should lead you to see that it has a permanent and important interest for every Mason,
however long it may have been since he received the First Degree. In a sense we always remain
Entered Apprentices; the teachings of the Degree remain always in effect; its obligation and
charge, subject to additions in the succeeding Degrees, continue to be binding. As Masons we
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associate with Apprentices, work with them, perhaps are sought by them for counsel. Therefore it
is important for us to have as clear an understanding as possible of the duties, privileges, and
limitations of Apprentices.
An Entered Apprentice is a Brother but does not vote nor hold office. He is entitled to a Masonic
burial but is not, yet, a full member of the Lodge. Nonetheless, the public presumes the Entered
Apprentice is a full member of the Lodge so it is incumbent upon him to subdue his passions and
disport himself as a Freemason so as to not bring disfavor upon the Craft. An Entered
Apprentice may not visit or sit in a Lodge except when opened on the First Degree.
Nevertheless he possesses certain important rights and privileges. He has the right to be
instructed in his work and in matters pertaining to his Degree. He has the right to apply for
advancement to a higher Degree. Also the Apprentice possesses modes of recognition by which
he can make himself known to other Apprentices, as well as to brethren who have taken
additional Degrees, and he has the privilege of using them.
Complete faithfulness to his obligation and implicit obedience to the charge are among his
important and lasting responsibilities.
It is also the duty of the Apprentice to learn the required portions of the Degree with
thoroughness, not only because he must prove himself proficient in order to advance, but also
because it contains Masonic teachings of fundamental importance that remain forever binding on
every Mason. He should not be content with learning the words letter-perfect, but should study
the meanings also - and if he cannot interpret these for himself he should seek help from others.
In a measure the Degree is complete within its own field, and its teachings should be
permanently incorporated as a part of his Masonic life.
The Apprentice is on probation as a Mason in the making; he is passing through a period of trial
and testing; his relation to the Craft is like that of the medical student to the profession of
medicine. Therefore it is his duty to be obedient, trusting himself without question to his guides,
and in a spirit of humility to respond quickly to the instructions of the officers of the Lodge. As
yet it is not for him to question what he finds, to discuss the Lodge, to enter into argument, or to
set himself up as a critic.
The clue to his whole position is furnished by the word “Apprentice,” which means “learner.”
Since his status is that of a learner, his chief task is to learn. But the Entered Apprentice Degree
has a larger meaning. It signifies the doctrine of Masonic Apprenticeship as a whole, in which
Fellowcrafts and Master Masons also are included.
Freemasonry preserves a secrecy about all its work; it meets behind tiled doors; it throws over its
principles and teachings a garment of symbolism and ritual; its Art is a mystery; a great wall
separates it from the profane world. Nor is its work easy to understand.
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While you will learn well the duties, privileges, and limitations of an Entered Apprentice, you
should conceive of apprenticeship in the large sense. It is not particularly difficult for a worthy
candidate to become a member in name only, but your ambition can extend far beyond that
perfunctory stage. We believe that you wish to become a Mason in reality and that no idle desire
for the honor of bearing the name has been your motive for seeking our fellowship. If this be
true, be not content with the letter and outward form in this your beginning period, but apply
yourself with freedom, fervency and zeal to the sincere and thorough mastering of our Royal Art.
TENETS OF FREEMASONRY
By a “tenet” is meant some teaching so obviously true, so universally accepted, that we believe it
without question. Examples lie everywhere about us. The principal tenets of Freemasonry are
Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth. While our Fraternity lays the greatest emphasis on these three
teachings, yet there are others which must not be overlooked.
Freemasonry considers Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth to be teachings of this kind, true in the
sense that no man can question them; they are obvious, self proving, axiomatic. It is not
uncommon for men to consider brotherly love, while highly desirable, as not practicable, and
therefore but a vision, to be dreamed of but never possessed. It is challenging for Freemasonry to
call these “tenets,” thus stating that they are plainly and obviously and necessarily true.
Unless you grasp this, and see that the teachings of Freemasonry are self-evident realities, not
visionary ideals, you will never understand Masonic teachings. For Freemasonry does not tell us
that the principles of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth ought to be true, that it would be better for
us all if they were true, she tells us that they are true. They are tremendous realities in human
life, and it is as impossible to question their validity as to question the ground under our feet, or
the sun over our heads. Our question is not whether to believe them or not, but what we are
going to do with them?
Love places the highest possible valuation on another person. A man’s mother or father, his wife
or sweetheart, his children, his intimate friends, he values not for advantages he may gain from
them, not for their usefulness, but each one in his own person and for his own sake. We work for
such persons, we make sacrifices for them, we delight to be with them; that, in detail and
practice, is what is meant by love.
What, then, is Brotherly Love? Manifestly it means that we place on another man the highest
possible valuation as a friend, a companion, an associate, a neighbor. By the exercise of
Brotherly Love, we are taught to regard the whole human species as one family. We do not ask
that from our relationship we shall achieve any selfish gain.
Our relationship with a Brother is its own justification, its own reward. Brotherly Love is one of
the supreme values without which life is lonely, unhappy, ugly. This is not a hope or a dream, but
a fact. Freemasonry builds on that fact, provides opportunities for us to have have such
fellowship, encourages us to understand and to practice it, and to make it one of the laws of our
Masonry – An Introduction – The Entered Apprentice
Page 5

existence, one of our Principal Tenets.
Relief is one of the forms of charity. We often think of charity as relief from poverty. To provide
aid to the the helpless or unemployed is deemed usually a responsibility resting on the public. As
a rule the public discharges that responsibility through some form of organized charity, financed
by general subscriptions or out of public funds.
Our conception of relief is broader and deeper than this. We fully recognize the emergency
demands made by physical and economic distress; but we likewise understand that the cashing of
a check is not necessarily a complete solution of the difficulty. There sometimes enters the
problem of readjustment, or rehabilitation, of keeping the family together, of children’s
education, and various other matters vital to the welfare of those concerned; and through the
whole process there is the need for spiritual comfort, for the assurance of a sincere and
continuing interest and friendship, which is the real translation of our first Principal Tenet:
Brotherly Love.
Masonic Relief takes it for granted that any man, no matter how industrious and frugal he may
be, through sudden misfortune, or other conditions over which he has no control, may be in
temporary need of a helping hand. To extend it is not what is generally described as charity, but
is one of the natural and inevitable acts of Brotherhood. Any conception of Brotherhood must
include this willingness to give necessary aid. Therefore, Relief, Masonically understood, is a
Tenet.
By truth, the last of the Principal Tenets, is meant something more than the search for truths in
the intellectual sense, though that is included. Truth is a divine attribute and the foundation of
every virtue. To be good and true is the first lesson we are taught in Masonry. In any permanent
Brotherhood, members must be truthful in character and habits, dependable, men of honor, on
whom we can rely to be faithful fellow and loyal friends. Truth is a vital requirement if a
Brotherhood is to endure and we therefore accept it as such.
Thus Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth are the Principal Tenets of Masonry. There are other
tenets, also; teachings so obvious that argument is never necessary to sustain them. With this in
mind we urge you to ponder the teachings of the Craft as you progress from Degree to Degree.
You may not find them novel, but novelty is unimportant in the light of the knowledge that the
truths upon which Freemasonry is founded are eternal. The freshness of immortality is on them
because they never die; in them is a ceaseless inspiration and an inexhaustible appeal. They are
tenets of Freemasonry because always and everywhere they have been tenets of successful
human life.
SYMBOLISM OF THE FIRST DEGREE
The language of symbols is as universal as man. In fact language itself is an illustration of the
use of symbols to transfer ideas from man to man.
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We may divide symbols into two classes  natural and artificial - though sometimes the dividing
line between them is very vague, and in many cases the same symbol is used both classes. By a
natural symbol we mean one in which the nature of the thing itself conveys an idea and is
independent of any other language either spoken or written. An artificial symbol is one to which
an arbitrary meaning has been assigned by common agreement.
In general we may say that the letters of the alphabet and words formed from them are artificial
symbols, and the level as it conveys the idea of equality is a natural one.
The symbols, emblems, and allegorical ceremonies of the First Degree have each a meaning and
comprise a large part of the teachings of the Degree. Our time is too brief to give you complete
explanations, but we believe it will be profitable for you to have a few suggestions, especially as
they will show that every detail of the Ritual is filled with a definite significance.
The Hoodwink represents the darkness in which the uninitiated stands as regards Masonry. It is
removed at the moment of enlightenment, suggesting that we do not create the great things of
life, such as goodness, truth and beauty, but find them. They always exist, regardless of the
blindness of any individual.
The ancient significance of the Cable Tow is uncertain, and evidence of this is found in the
widely divergent interpretations which may read in the literature of Masonry. However, without
stating in detail the reasons, we regard the assumption of the Cable Tow in advance of each of
the Degrees as a symbol of the voluntary and complete acceptance of the pledged compliance
with whatever Masonry may have in store; and his subsequent release after taking the obligation
indicates this symbol is no longer needed, since he has assumed the definite and irrevocable
pledge of the Degree.
Concerning the penalty it suggests it may so be regarded as a physical symbol of the spiritual
penalty which naturally and inevitably follows the violation of moral obligations. If a man does
not keep the law of his own free will he must be compelled to keep it. The removal of the Cable
Tow signifies that when a man becomes master of himself he will keep the law instinctively.
The Ceremony of Entrance signifies birth or initiation, and symbolizes the fact that the candidate
is entering a new world - that of Masonry, while the Reception typifies that the one real penalty
for violation of the Obligation is the destructive consequences to a man’s nature of failure to be
true to his vows.
Circumambulation is Masonry’s name for the Rite in which the candidate is conducted around
the lodge-room, an allegorical act rich with many meanings. One of these is that the Masonic life
is a progressive journey, from station to station of attainment, and that a Mason should
continually search for more light.
The Great Lights in Masonry are the Holy Bible, Square and Compasses.
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The Holy Bible, the Sacred Book of the Law, is a symbol of man’s acknowledgement of his
relation to Deity.
The Square is an instrument of architecture that has been used throughout the ages and our
ancient brethren who wrought in Operative Masonry could not have erected the superb temple
which immortalized the name of King Solomon without the use of this instrument.
The Compasses were employed in Operative Masonry for the accurate measurement of the
architect’s plans and to enable him to give just proportions which would insure stability and
beauty. In Speculative Masonry they are equally important, symbolic of that true standard of
rectitude of living which alone can insure beauty and stability in life. The Compasses signify the
duty which we owe to ourselves - that of circumscribing our desires and keeping our passions
within due bounds and excluding, beyond the circle, that which is harmful unworthy.
The Rite of Salutation, in which the candidate salutes each station in turn, is not only a test of his
ability to give the proper due guard and sign, but is his recognition of the authority of the
principal officers, a symbol of a Mason’s respect for an obedience to all just and duly constituted
authorities. The Old Charges state this in a single sentence: “A Mason is a peaceable subject to
the Civil Powers, wherever he resides or works.”
The Apron is at once an emblem of purity and the badge of a Mason. By Purity is meant clean
thinking and clean living, a loyal obedience to the laws of the Craft and sincere good will to the
brethren; the badge of a Mason signifies that Masons are workers and builders, not drones and
destructionists.
The symbolism of the Rite of Destitution reverts to those ancient times when men believed that
the planets determined human fate and controlled human passions, and that there was a metal by
which each planet was itself controlled. In ancient initiations candidates were compelled to leave
all metals behind, lest they bring into the assembly disturbing planetary influences. While with
us this symbolism no longer has an astrological character, the old point about excluding
disturbing influences remains; the candidate is not to bring into the lodge-room his passions or
prejudices lest that harmony, which is one of the chief concerns of Masonry, be destroyed.
Another and more obvious significance in this Rite of Destitution is that of the obligation of
every Mason to recognize and alleviate, so far as his resources reasonably permit, the distress of
his fellow men; we are reminded that this obligation rests with even greater weight upon us when
the one in distress is a Masonic brother.
Nowhere in Masonry do we find the impact of symbolism more significant than in its application
to the Working Tools.
The Operative Mason would have been helpless without his Working Tools. Except for them
there would have been no magnificent cathedrals, no superb Temple of Solomon; even the Craft
itself would have been non-existent, and the world today infinitely poorer. Without them
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Speculative Masonry would be but an empty shell of formalism if, indeed, it managed to exist at
all. While they do not contain the whole philosophy of Masonry, the various Working Tools
allocated to the three degrees by their very presence declare there is constructive work to be
done; and by their nature indicate the direction this work is to take.
The Entered Apprentice is himself a symbol, one of the noblest in the emblematic system of the
Craft. He represents youth, typified by the rising sun; trained youth, youth willing to submit to
discipline and to seek knowledge in order to learn the great art of life, represented and
interpreted by all the mysteries of Masonry.
It is by such voices as all these that our magnificent First Degree gave its teaching to you as a
man and an Entered Apprentice. These suggestions as to the meaning of these symbols and
emblems should lead you to seek further, or more, light, not only that you may become a well
trained Mason, but also for their value to your life outside the lodge room.
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OUTLINE
THE ENTERED APPRENTICE DEGREE BOOKLET
I. TIME TO APPRECIATE THE FULL DEPTH AND BEAUTY OF THIS DEGREE.
(a) Freemasonry does not explain its teachings in detail, but hints or suggests
(b) The candidate must ponder its teachings for himself, and with the help of the brethren
(c) The booklet is to be returned to frequently for further study and enlightenment
II. NOTHING FRIVOLOUS IN FREEMASONRY.
(a) The four questions contain, much of the essence of Masonry
(1) A belief in God and reverence for Deity
(2) The candidate seeks Masonry of his own free will, and without thought of material
gain
(3) The candidate has formed a favorable opinion of the Order and has a desire for
knowledge and a sincere wish to serve his fellow men
(4) The candidate agrees to conform to the laws of Freemasonry
III. THE ENTERED APPRENTICE IS A BEGINNER, A LEARNER.
(a) The Speculative Entered Apprentice follows in the foot steps of the Entered Apprentice
of Operative Masonry
(1) The requirements of an apprentice in Operative Masonry
(2) How the Operative apprentice became enrolled as an Entered Apprentice
IV. SYMBOLISM IN THE ENTERED APPRENTICE DEGREE.
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)

Why Masonry teaches by symbolism
Lodge represents the world
Entering the Lodge from the West
Casting off ties with the profane world
Symbolism of the cable-tow and its removal
The symbolism of being brought to light
The Great Lights
(1) All Masonry centers around Volume of Sacred Law
(2) Symbolism of the Compasses

(g) The Lesser Lights
V. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.
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VI. THE THREE GREAT TENETS.
(a) Brotherly Love
(b) Relief
(c) Truth
VI. RESTRICTIONS OF AN ENTERED APPRENTICE.
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

May not sit in Lodge unless opened on the Entered Apprentice Degree
Thus may not take part in business meetings or hold office
Not permitted to march in public processions while clothed as a Mason
Expected to conform strictly to the obligation and to the instructions of the charge

VII. RIGHTS OF AN ENTERED APPRENTICE.
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

That of being instructed in the Entered Apprentice work, lecture and in the degree itself
Right to a just and lawful trial
Right to hope for advancement to the Fellowcraft Degree
Right to use the methods of identification to prove himself an Entered Apprentice
Entitled to Masonic burial

VIII. REVIEW OF LODGE ORGANIZATION.
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)

The Worshipful Master
The Wardens
The Treasurer
The Secretary
The Chaplain
The Deacons
The Stewards
The Tyler

IX. GUARDING THE SECRETS OF THE ORDER.
X. QUESTIONS.
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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS FOR THE NEWLY INITIATED
ENTERED APPRENTICE
Q. How did the Masonic ritual originate?
A. Originally it was not composed as a “ritual” or series of ceremonies, but was called the
“work” and was the perpetuation of the usages, activities and practices of the day by day work
and customs of the Operative Masons. When the Craft began to admit non-operative or
“speculative” members during the 17th Century the “work” gradually became more ritualistic and
symbolic. In 1717 organized Freemasonry was born when the first Grand Lodge was formed in
London. At that time there seems to have been but a single degree and a Master’s part. Within a
few years there emerged three degrees. Eventually the United Grand Lodge of England made the
following important declaration concerning Symbolic (“Blue Lodge”) Masonry: “It is declared
and pronounced that Ancient Craft Masonry consists of three degrees, and no more (they are),
those of Entered Apprentice, the Fellow Craft, and the Master Mason including the Holy Royal
Arch.” The Royal Arch has since been eliminated and is now worked only in Chapters of Royal
Arch Masons.
Q. Why must an applicant for Masonry first be prepared in his heart?
A. The heart is the seat of the affections, passions and desires. All the actions of a man’s life
issue and proceed from the heart. As a man’s heart is, so will his life be. If his heart is clean and
pure, his life can not be wicked and vicious. Fundamentally, Masonry’s first concern is with the
strengthening of character in the individual, the building of a Spiritual Temple, and unless the
heart is receptive the mind will not properly respond to this basic objective. Now let us consider
some words used in the ritual and their specific Masonic meaning:
APPRENTICE
In its earliest form Apprentice meant “to lay hold of, to seize,” (as in our word
apprehend) but at a very early time was narrowed to mean the kind of laying hold of and
seizing which a man must do when he is a learner. Early in the Middle Ages this word
came into free use among the guilds to denote a boy who had started in to learn a skilled
trade or art under a master, and in obedience to many Guild rules and regulations. It was
spelled in many forms, as apprentice, prentice, prentis, prentiss, prentys, etc. In modern
speculative Freemasonry the word is not employed in its original broad sense, but has a
meaning narrow and technical. A Masonic apprentice is more than a learner in general; he
is one ho has begun to learn a very special art, under obligations taken by himself,
according to fixed rules, and in obedience to master and a Lodge.
ALLEGORY
Allegory is from two Greek words and means “story within a story.” Allegory, parable,
fable, myth, legend, and tradition, are correlative terms. The myth may be founded on
fact; the legend and tradition more probably are founded on fact, but the allegory,
parable, and fable are not. Yet they may be “true” in that they contain truths without
being fact.
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TENET
Tenet has the sound and look of a thin tenuous word but within itself, and when correctly
used, has color, surprise, drama. The Latin tenere means more than to take hold of; it
meant rather to seize, to grasp, to clutch, to hang on, and if necessary to struggle to hang
on. It passed into English almost unchanged in our tense, tendon, tension, tenor (so called
because it was the voice that held the lead), tensor, and tenacious. A tenet is some idea,
belief, or doctrine which the mind takes hold of tenaciously, will not let go, holds in firm
grip; and an idea or belief of which this is possible is said to be tenable. In Freemasonry
the Principal Tenets (there are many others) are Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth and
they are so called because in no place or time, under any circumstances, will Freemasons
let them go.
TRESTLEBOARD
Trestleboard is a word now seldom found outside of Freemasonry, though it was common
centuries ago. Its use in the Craft is somewhat confusing because no fewer than four
different names have at one time or another been used almost synonymously,
trestleboard, tracing-board, tracing-cloth, and floor-carpet. Operative Freemasons had the
practice of drawing designs on a board of white deal and of sandpapering the design off
after it had served its purpose. This was called a “esterling board” in early years, and
afterwards was called a tracing-board. If such a board was set on trestles it was called a
trestleboard. After written Old Charges came into use they were often summarized in
pictoral form on such a board (sometimes painted) or else were drawn or painted on a
floor-cloth, or floor-carpet. In some of the early Speculative lodges objects were placed
on a board supported on trestles and the lectures referred to them; this also was called a
trestleboard. These various uses have in common the one point that they represent in the
form of diagrams or pictures certain things in the Work or in the Old Charges.
GAGE
By a gage (also spelled gauge) usually is meant a rod, stick, etc., accurate in length and
subdivisions, used for making linear measurements. It is believed that it began as the
name for a stick used to measure the wine in a cask; also it was once used as the name for
a liquid measure. The idea that a man should make use of measure in his life and work
was a favorite theme with the Greek philosophers who did not believe that a man should
trust himself to luck, or be the victim of circumstances, or let his affairs go by accident.
That theme stands close to the Masonic meaning. By which, against what, can a man
measure himself? By rationing his hours; by setting his own skill against the
corresponding skill of others; by setting up an ideal; by estimating accurately his own
ability in order to avoid attempting what is impossible for him.
GAVEL
There is confusion among the craft about the word gavel. In addition to its correct usage
it also is made incorrectly to denote the Master’s hiram, a hammer, a setting maul, etc.
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The gavel when used as a working tool has a wooden handle and iron head; at one end
the head is hammer shaped, at the other end it has a cutting edge. Such a tool was
convenient for giving a first rough shape to a stone and for that reason it is an appropriate
tool to put into the hands of an apprentice, who is a beginner, and who, at the stage of his
initiation when he receives it, is in a position to do little more than begin the first rough
fashioning of himself for the Masonic life.
COMMUNICATION
Many centuries ago the word communis was used in Europe to mean to partake of, to
share in. As in the case of so many other words which began with a broad, general
meaning this word was in time narrowed to mean usually a sharing in or partaking of
information, news, council, or conference. The Lord’s Supper came to be called
communion because it meant a sharing in. One man who shares information or news with
another is therefore said to communicate with him. If an informal, unofficial gathering of
Masons takes place it is called a meeting, or an assembly; if the meeting is held officially,
at a time and place specified under bylaws, rules, and regulations it is called a
communication. It is so called because each member of the lodge shares in the conference
and counsels equally with every other member.
STEWARD
This word is frequently mispronounced and misspelled as “Stewart”. It is STEWARD.
The Stewards assist the Deacons in the lodge in carrying out their respective duties and
assist in conducting the candidate through a portion of the initiation ceremonies. The
dictionary defines a steward as a person entrusted with the management of estates or
affairs that are not his own. The badge or ensign of a Steward is a rod surmounted by a
cornucopia, the horn of Amalthaea. The God Zeus, or Jupiter, was raised on the milk of
the goat Almalthea. The goat broke off one of her horns, filled it with flowers and fruits,
and presented it to Zeus who placed it among the stars. It was regarded as the symbol of
inexhaustible riches and plenty. Hence its name, cornucopia, or horn of plenty. The first
written account of a Masonic procession refers to a ceremony on June 24, 1724, in
London. It stated that the Stewards walked two and two abreast with white rods. No
Steward worthy of the name will ever attempt to scare or joke with a candidate about his
initiation or permit others to do so. The impression the Steward conveys to the candidate
in the anteroom is one of the most important in forming the candidate’s impression of the
fraternity.
Q. Why is the candidate duly and truly prepared?
A. The wearing of special garments furnished by the Lodge is symbolic. It emphasizes the
concern of Freemasonry with a man’s internal worth, rather than with his exernal adornments of
position, wealth, or environment. By wearing these garments the candidate also signifies the
sincerity of his intentions. The hoodwink demonstrates that the sightless individual needs a
guide, and it symbolizes our dependence upon moral teachings for guidance in our daily conduct.
“We walk by faith and not by sight.”
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Q. What is the symbolism of the Masonic altar?
A. The altar is one of the most ancient symbols of mankind. In Masonry the altar, among other
things, is a symbol of Faith. On it rest the Three Great Lights, and to it comes the candidate in
search of Light and to offer himself, symbolically, to the service of his fellow man and the Grand
Architect of the Universe. Here he takes his obligations, traditionally considered more solemn
and binding when taken at an altar than under any other circumstance. It is the focal point for all
the Brethren, that the precepts for which it stands and the Lights that rest thereon may guide their
every thought and action.
Q. What is the significance of the candidate’s journey around the lodge room?
A. This journey has a two-fold purpose: ( 1) to enable all present to view the candidate and
ascertain that he is “duly and truly prepared”; and (2) it is patterned after one of the most ancient
of all religious rites, an important part of which was the circumambulation around an altar,
moving in the same direction as the sun. In his search for Light the candidate starts from
darkness, the North, travels to the East (the source of Light) and then by way of the South to the
West and back into darkness. He again comes out of the North and passes through the same
course again in his progress, moving in the same direction as the sun, that is, according to natural
laws and Truth as gathered by human wisdom through the ages.
Q. Is the Volume of Sacred Law and the Book of the Law the same as the Bible?
A. The Holy Book of the prevailing faith of the candidate for degrees is the Great Light. In
American and English lodges that book is most commonly the Holy Bible. A Masonic lodge
cannot exist without the V.S.L., the Book of the Law. Should the candidate for degrees not be of
the faith of one of the Abrahamic religions, recalling that Islam and its Koran are one of the three
great Abrahamic religions, the Sacred book of the applicable faith becomes his Great Light.
What is important is that some volume containing divine revelation be a part of the furniture of
the Lodge. Inasmuch as Freemasonry is not concerned with doctrine or dogma or sect or
denomination, but only with “that natural religion in which all men agree,” it is only necessary
that the V.S.L. be sacred to the members of the lodge. The V.S.L. on American Altars is not to be
considered only as a Christian or a Jewish sacred book; it is a symbol of the Great Architect of
the Universe a name under which any Freemason can worship that Deity in Whom he puts his
faith and trust.
Q. What is the real purpose of the obligation?
A. The obligation and the manner in which it is taken, is visible and audible evidence of the
candidate’s sincerity of purpose. Without it nothing he might say or do could be considered
binding. By taking it he gives irrevocable evidence of his intentions. Thus the fraternity not only
binds him to certain responsibilities, but also protects itself against a revelation of the secrets of
Freemasonry, which have to do chiefly with its methods of recognition and of symbolic
instruction.
Q. Is there a distinction between Masonic oath and Masonic obligation?
A. The “oath” is the “so help me, God” at the end of any solemn promise made with the hand
upon the Book of Law. The “obligation” is the substance of the preceding promises. “Oath” is
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thus symbolic of a man’s fears of God; “obligation” signifies the promise and agreements made
preceding the oath.
Q. What Masonic penalties are enforced?
A. The only penalties known to Freemasonry are reprimand; definite suspension from
membership; indefinite suspension or expulsion from the fraternity. To these must be added that
intangible penalty which comes to any one who loses all or any part of his reputation. Other
penalties suggested in the ritual are wholly symbolic and are not now and never have been
enforced. They were legal punishments in the middle ages, designed with
special reference to the religious beliefs of the time that an incomplete body could not “rise from
the dead”; that a body buried in unconsecrated ground (as between high and low water mark)
could not ascend to heaven.
Q. Why does the ritual use so many repetitions, as in duly and truly, worthy and well-qualified ,
etc.?
A. Several word pairs in Masonic ritual make interesting studies; duly and truly, worthy and
well qualified, free will and accord, parts and points, hele and conceal. At first glance it may
seem that these are so arranged only for emphasis. In Middle English writing, especially in the
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, when Freemsonry was in process of formation, England had
two languages. One was Norman-French, the other AngloSaxon. To make sure of
understanding, word pairs were much in use, a word of similar meaning taken from each
language. The apparent redundancy of expression in a number of places in Masonic ritual may
then be traced to the Middle Ages. The perpetuation of such usage now, when clarity of thought
and understanding might be served as well with one word, is one of many proofs that
Freemasonry delights to cling to the ancient and venerated because it is venerated and ancient.
Q. I notice that in one of these word pairs the word Hail is spelled H-e-l-e. Is this correct?
A. The words H-e-1-e, H-a-i-1, and H-a-1-e are pronounced alike, but have different meanings.
H-e-1-e (Anglo-Saxon) is an old word meaning to cover or conceal. H-a-i-1 means to greet and
H-a-l-e means hearty and well. H-e-1-e and conceal is one of those word pairs in our ritual
originally used to convey the proper understanding to the candidate regardless of whether he was
of Norman-French or AngloSaxon background.
Q. Whence comes the Due Guard?
A. It is a symbol of obligation; a reminder by him who uses it to all who see him so that he
remembers his promises. Masonic authorities are not in complete agreement as to the derivation
of the words, although they do agree as to what the words signify. Mackey posits the word means
“to duly guard against.” Lesser authorities are convinced the phrase has a French deriva tion
coming from Garde Dieu or Dieu Garde meaning God guard (me or you). It is universally used
as a salute to the Master before the Altar and to the Wardens during the conferring of a degree.
Q. What is the meaning of cable-tow?
A. Ritualistically, the cable-tow is a symbol of a method of control of an initiate. This somewhat
drab and practical idea gives way in many minds to the thought that the cable-tow is symbolic of
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the umbilical cord necessary to begin life, cut when love and care replace need for it as a means
of growth and nourishment. The cable-tow is removed when love and care replace the need for
the physical control. Rope, cable, cord, string, bond, thong, are interwoven with a thousand
religions and ceremonies. The length of a cable-tow differs for various brethren. It is almost
universally now considered to represent the scope of a brother’s ability.
Q. Is it true that a Mason’s apron is “more ancient than the Golden Fleece or Roman Eagle,
more honorable than the Star and Garter”?
A. The words of men, like all their other possessions and activities are subject to accident. The
word apron came into existence as the result of that type of verbal accident which etymologists
call elision, which means dropping something. For centuries the word napron meant a white
square of cloth, and from that term came such others as naprey, napkin, and nap; the phrase “a
napron” was used so frequently that at last, and through elision, this became changed into the
more easily pronounced “an apron,” and afterwards the “an” was dropped. The Operative
Mason’s apron was made of leather, and was designed to receive hard wear (usually it hung from
his neck to his ankles) ; why is it then that a Speculative candidate is given a white apron? When
William Preston wrote his monitorial lecture he acted on the assumption that the color
symbolized innocence. Historians of the Craft would not quarrel with Preston, but they might
add the comment that it is white in the same sense that a sheet of paper is white before a writer
begins to set down words upon it; which would mean that it is white because he is a beginner.
The Order of the Golden Fleece was of high repute as an Order of Knighthood. It was established
by Philip of Burgundy in Flanders in 1429 who selected the fleece for its badge because wool
was the staple production of the country. The Roman Eagle was Rome’s symbol and ensign of
the power and might of the Roman Empire about the year 100 B.C. That aprons were worn prior
to these dates is well established. The Indian, the Persian, the Jew, the Ethiopian and Egyptian
aprons though equally superb, all bore character distinct from each other. Some were plain white
ones, some were striped with blue, purple and crimson; some were wrought gold, others adorned
and decorated with superb tassles and fringes. Though the principal honor of the apron may
consist in innocence of conduct and purity of heart, yet it certainly appears through the ages to
have been a most exalted badge of distinction. The order of the Garter was formed by Edward III
of England in 1349 for himself and 25 Knights of the Garter. In our modern phraseology, we
often include “when worthily worn” in our rituals and with that inclusion certainly no one could
complain of the statement. We seek to impress indelibly upon the minds of our candidate that the
apron is a most distinguished badge and that if he wears it worthily, he has added lustre to its
signifidnce.
Q. What are the Ancient Charges?
A. The Ancient clarges are worthy of study. We find them listed in the old Anderson’s
Constitutions, first printed in 1723. The Charges are six in number and are headed as follows:
Concerning God and Religion; of the Civil Magistrate, Supreme and Subordinate; of Lodges; of
Masters, Wardens, Fellows and Apprentices; of the Management of the Craft in Working; and, of
Behavior. The last, Behavior, is further subdivided into behavior in the lodge while constituted;
behavior after the lodge is over and the brethren not gone; behavior when brethren meet without
strangers, but not in a lodge formed; behavior in presence of strangers, not Masons; behavior at
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home and in your neighborhood; behavior toward a strange brother. These charges end on a truly
Masonic note of admonition, “that all may see the benign (kind, gracious, gentle) influence of
Masonry, as all true Masons have done from beginning of the world, and will do to the end of
time. Amen. So mote it be.”
Q. What connection has “something of a metallic kind” with Masonic charity?
A. This ceremony is often called the Rite of Destitution. It not only charges us to give monetary
relief, but also to give thought and time to the aid of others, visiting the sick, sympathizing with
the unfortunate; and particularly to exercise tolerance toward those whose opinions or beliefs
may differ from ours.
Q. What is a Masonic “charge”?
A. At an appropriate place in the ceremonies of each degree the candidate receives a concise
summary of his new duties and responsibilities; he is “charged” or exhorted to perform them in a
creditable manner.
Q. What is the significance of the Northeast corner?
A. Cornerstones are laid in the Northeast corner; Entered Apprentices stand in the Northeast
corner of the lodge. The point midway between the darkness of the North and the brilliance of
the East was chosen by ancient builders as the point of beginning, a spot to mark a birth, the
commencement of a new structure. The symbolism of the Northeast corner in the Entered
Apprentice degree is taken from the ancient practice of laying the cornerstone of buildings in the
Northeast corner. He who stands there in the lodge is himself a cornerstone of the lodge which
will be.
Q. What is the symbolism of the Ashlars?
A. In architecture, an ashlar is a squared stone. Masonically, the ashlars are “rough”; dressed,
squared, or polished and “perfect” as in ready for use in walls or other structures. The
information given in most rituals is scanty and does not include the greater meanings which
symbolists find in these two stones. Students direct attention to the fact that the perfect ashlar is
made from the rough ashlar entirely by a process of taking away, removal of unwanted material.
Nothing is added to the rough ashlar to make it perfect. The analogy to the Mason, who is a
building stone in the spiritual temple of Masonry, is that the perfect man is within the rough man,
and that perfection is to be obtained by a process of taking away the “vices and superfluities of
life.” Every beautiful statue ever carved from stone was always within that stone, needing only
the tool of the artist to take away the material not wanted and leave the statue, which was there
since the stone was first formed. Compare Luke XVII: 21: “The kingdom of God is within you.”
Q. How can there be such a thing as an “oblong square”?
A. Originally the word “square” meant any figure whose four corners were formed by right
angles. Later the word changed to mean a figure as we know it, with four sides equal in length
and with right-angled corners. The “oblong” square of olden days is recognized today as a
rectangle.
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Q. What are the Cedars of Lebanon?
A. Lebanon is the name of a mountainous country lying at the east end of the Mediterranean Sea,
the “Great Sea” of the Old Testament, and north of Israel. In ancient times it was celebrated for
its large and old cedars; valuable building material. There are but few left today. Solomon’s
Temple used many of them and, as most rituals explain, “the trees (were) felled and prepared in
the forests of Lebanon, conveyed by sea on floats to Joppa, thence by land to Jerusalem where
they were set up with wooden mauls prepared for that purpose.”
Q. Where is Joppa?
A. Joppa, or Jaffa, is a city of 46,000 or more, is a port on the Mediterranean Sea. It is also
known as Japho, Joppe, el-Qal’a, Tel Aviv, ‘Yafa, Yafa el-’Atiqa, or Yafo. The modern city of Tel
Aviv was founded on the outskirts of Jaffa in 1909 and today it encompasses the ancient city. Tel
Aviv means “the Hill of Spring” and it is the same name as the city of a settlement in Babylon
during the Exile (Ezekiel 3:15). Today the Tel Aviv area is the largest metropolitan area in Israel.
In ancient times it was the port of nearest access to Jerusalem. Originally, it marked the boundary
of the Tribe of Dan; after the captivity it became Hebrew territory. It was from this port that
Jonah set forth for Tarshish and here Saint Peter raised the widow Tabitha, also known as Dorcas,
from the dead.
Q. Why do Masons use the term “Master”?
A. In the old Latin language the root mag had in general the meaning of great, large, imposing,
chief, head of, executive, rulership. In the course of centuries, and from language to language,
this developed into a large and varied family of words which differ much among themselves yet
have in common one point of meaning. Magistrate, magisterial, magnitude, magnum, master,
mister, major, majesty, etc., are typical of many more. In Speculative Freemasonry the word is a
part of the titles of the executive heads of the Grand Lodge and of the lodge, of the name of the
third degree, and is used to denote a candidate who has mastered the arts of Masonry. A man is
the master of an art if he has complete ownership of his own hands and abilities, and of the
materials in which he works.
Q. Why is the Master of the lodge addressed as “Worshipful”?
A. Few Masonic matters are less understood by the non-Masonic public than this. The word
“worchyppe” or “Worchyp” is old English, and means “greatly respected.” In the Wycliffe Bible
“onor thy father and thy mother” appears as “worchyp thy fadir and thy midir.” English and
Canadian mayors are still addressed ‘Your Worship.” In some of the Old Constitutions of
Masonry there is the phrase, “Every Mason shall prefer his elder and put him to worship.”
“Worshipful”, therefore, in modern Masonry continues an ancient word meaning “greatly
respected.” A Grand Master is “Most Worshipful”, that is, “Most greatly respected” (except in
Pennsylvania, where the Grand Master is “Right Worshipful,” as are Pennsylvanian and Texan
Past Grand Masters).
Q. When should I arise or be seated while lodge is in session?
A. The gavel is the symbol of authority by which the Worshipful Master governs his lodge. One
rap of the gavel calls the brethren to order; two raps all the officers of the lodge to their feet;
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three raps will cause all the brethren to arise; one rap will seat the lodge or any brother thereof.
Q. Why do brethren not pass between the Altar and the East when lodge is at labor?
A. Brethren do not pass between the Altar and East in a Masonic lodge at labor, except during
ritual degree work and the Deacons at opening and closing, because the Master is supposed to
have the Great Lights constantly in view. In theory, at least, he draws inspiration from the Altar
to preside over the lodge and must not, therefore, be prevented from seeing it at any time. The
custom is but a pretty courtesy, it is not formalized in constitutions or landmarks. It is, however,
rooted in a fundamental conception of the Craft that the Altar is the center of Masonry; that from
it, and from the Great Lights it bears, flow all that there is of Masonic inspiration and truth and
light.
Q. Why do brethren entering or leaving a lodge salute the Master?
A. This is an assurance that the brethren know on what degree the lodge is open. More especially
it is a ceremony to indicate that our obligations are remembered. It is also a ritual of regard or
rededication to the principles of our order. Brethren desiring to leave the lodge room salute to
secure permission to retire. No one can enter or leave the lodge while it is at labor without the
permission of the Master. If the Master does not wish to excuse the brother, he tells him so,
instead of responding to the salute.
Q. What is the meaning of the word t-y-l-e, tyle?
A. The word “tyle” is here presented in its archaic form merely because it thus represents another
connective link with the earlier days of Freemasonry. The modern spelling is t-i-1-e, tile. The
lodge is said to be “tyled” when necessary precautions have been taken to prevent the approach
of “cowans and eavesdroppers”; intruders or persons not properly qualified to enter a Masonic
lodge.
Q. What are the duties of the tyler?
A. The chief duty of the tyler is to guard the West Gate, that no one may enter the lodge who is
not properly qualified. He also informs the Junior Deacon when a qualified brother wishes to
enter while the lodge is in session and should, at the same time, advise the brother concerning the
degree in which the lodge is then working. He also ascertains that all who so enter the lodge are
properly clothed.
Q. What is a lodge Charter or Warrant?
A. It is that document given to brethren who are members of a “lodge under dispensation”. That
is they are permitted to meet as a lodge by a Grand Master when such a group becomes an actual
lodge. Charters, Warrants of Constitution, are given only by the Grand Lodge, and usually after a
lodge under dispensation has demonstrated its fitness to receive that document. The Charter sets
forth the facts of the names the first Master and Wardens, authorizes the group to assemble and
act as a regular lodge under the Grand Lodge granting the Charter. Charters are now a necessity
for any regular and recognized lodge. In an earlier day what were known as “time immemorial
lodges” worked wthout charters. The Lodge at Fredricksburgh which initiated, passed, and raised
George Washington had no charter until several years after those ceremonies.
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Q. What is legal or lawful Masonic information?
A. Legal or lawful Masonic information can be obtained in three ways; “legal Masonic
information” that John Doe is a Mason is attained by sitting in lodge with him; or when he is
vouched for by someone with whom a brother has sat in lodge; or when he passes an
examination before a committee appointed by the Master (or Grand Master) .
Q. What is a Masonic Monitor?
A. The Monitor, or Manual, published by most Grand Lodges in some form, is usually a pocket
size volume which contains the exoteric, or public or written work, as distinct from the esoteric,
the secret, or “mouth to ear” work or ritual. It is curious and interesting that what is exoteric in
one Grand Lodge is sometime esoteric in another but no Monitor discloses any secrets to any
reader.
Q. What are the particular responsibilities of an Entered Apprentice?
A. Keeping inviolate, unimpaired, the secrets entrusted to his care; compliance with every part of
his obligation; the observation of proper conduct and decorum, both within and without the
lodge, and a disply of diligence in seeking Masonic knowledge. These all constitute the chief
responsibilities of an Entered Apprentice.
Q. What are my Masonic rights as an Entered Apprentice?
A. An Entered Apprentice has limited privileges. He is not required to pay dues, cannot vote or
hold office, can attend only the Entered Apprentice degree, but can receive Masonic burial or
attend a Masonic funeral in the garb of a Mason on the degree to which he is admitted. He has no
right to organized Masonic charity from the lodge; although, of course he may receive individual
Masonic charity. He has the right of instruction by competent brothers, and the right to ask for
the opportunity of demonstrating his proficiency and of requesting his Fellowcraft degree. He
may not receive his other degrees elsewhere without the consent of his lodge; but may visit an
Entered Apprentice lodge anywhere, providing he is vouched for or passes a visitor’s
examination.
Q. Why has symbolic Masonry three degrees only and not four or seven or a larger number, as
other branches of the fraternity?
A. Three is the numerical symbol of the equilateral triangle, which is man’s earliest symbol for
God. It was the “most sacred number” at the dawn of civilization. Masonry emphasizes it: three
degrees, three Great Lights, three Lesser Lights, three steps on the Master’s Carpet and other
series of three which you will learn as you progress. Evidently the ritual makers of an early age
believed that there should be symbolism of number as well as of object in the teaching of
Masonry regarding the fatherhood of God, to instruct that He is present at all times in every
ceremony and meeting.
Q. Why must I demonstrate proficiency by either memorizing the “candidates” lecture or
otherwise “proving up”?
A. First in order that you may become completely familiar with Freemasonry’s basic teachings.
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Second, so you can prove your proficiency as a Mason and thus pass the required examination
should you ever desire to visit any lodge where you are unknown to the brethren. Your prompt
and accurate response to the questions if it is necessary for you to submit to a visitor’s
examination, will reflect credit upon you and your lodge.
Q. What is the purpose of the second lecture?
A. This lecture elaborates on certain phases of the degree work in order that the candidate may
clearly understand the purposes behind some of the important ceremonies through which he has
passed. It not only instructs, but also interprets much of the degree’s symbolism. Since so much
of this lecture concerns King Solomon’s Temple, it should be emphasized that, contrary to the
conceptions retained by many Masons, the fraternity was NOT founded by that ancient and wise
king. Freemasonry, as an organized Craft, came into being many centuries after the reign of
Solomon. The writers of our Ritual CREATED the various Masonic legends connected with
Solomon and his Temple as the basis for much of the symbolism with which our ritual abounds.
Q. What is the purpose of the third lecture?
A. It continues the basic teachings of the degree and, to impress them indelibly on the mind, it
visually presents important Entered Apprentice symbols and discusses their moral applications.
The tenets of Freemasonry, being Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth, and the four cardinal virtues,
being Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence and Justice, are given particular emphasis.
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M A SO N R Y
AN INTRODUCTION

The Fellowcraft1

GRAND LODGE A.F. & A.M. OF SOUTH DAKOTA

In taking the second of the three degrees of symbolic Masonry, you found in the
Ritual and lectures of the Fellowcraft’s Degree a further revelation of Masonry’s
character and purpose.
The First Degree made its principal appeal to the conscience.
The Second addresses itself to the mind; it emphasizes the philosophy of Masonry, its great
teachings, and its profound concern for education, enlightenment, and culture.
In the following pages you will find added interpretation of its symbols, the derivation of the term
“Fellowcraft”, and your own newly achieved position in the lodge helpfully discussed.
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MEANING OF THE TERM “FELLOWCRAFT”
“Fellowcraft” is one of a large number of terms which have a technical meaning peculiar to
Freemasonry and are seldom und elsewhere. In Operative Masonry a “craft” was an organization
of skilled workmen in some trade or calling; a “fellow” meant one who held membership in such
a craft, obligated to the same duties and allowed the same privileges.
In Freemasonry it possesses two separate meanings, one of which we may call the Operative
meaning, the other the Speculative.
In its Operative period Freemasons were skilled workmen engaged as architects and builders;
like other skilled workmen, they had an organized craft of their own, the general form of which
was called a “guild.” This guild had officers, laws, rules, regulations, and customs of its own,
rigorously binding on all members.
It divided its membership into two grades, the lower of which, composed of apprentices, was
explained to you in our first booklet.
Now that the Craft is no longer Operative, the term “Fellowcraft” possesses a very different
meaning, yet it is still used in its original sense in certain parts of the Ritual, and, of course, it is
frequently met with in the literature of the Fraternity.
Operative Freemasonry began to decline at about the time of the Reformation when lodges
became few in number and small in membership. A few of these in England began to admit into
membership men with no intention of practicing Operative Masonry but who were attracted by
the Craft’s antiquity, and for social and philosophical reasons. These were called Speculative
Masons. At the beginning of the eighteenth century these Speculatives had so increased in
numbers that they gained control and during the first quarter of that century completely
transformed the Craft into the Speculative Fraternity we now have.
Although they adhered as closely as possible to the old customs, they made some radical changes
to fit the society for its new purposes. One of the most important of these was to abandon the old
rule of dividing the members into two grades, degrees, and to adopt the new rule of dividing
them into three. The second was called the Fellowcraft Degree, the third the Master Mason
Degree.
The term Fellowcraft is now used as the name of one who has received the Second Degree. You
are a Fellowcraft; you have passed through the ceremonies, assumed the obligations of the
Fellowcraft Degree and are registered as a Fellowcraft in the books of the Lodge. You can sit in a
Lodge of Apprentices or of Fellowcrafts, but not of Master Masons. Your duties are to do and to
be all that a Fellowcraft’s lodge requires.
Freemasonry is too extensive to be exemplified in a ritual or to be presented through initiation in
one evening. One Degree follows another and the members of each stand on a different level of
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rights and duties; but this does not mean that the Masonry presented in either the First or Second
Degree, so far as its nature and teachings are concerned, is less important, or less binding, than
that presented in the Third Degree. All that is taught in the First and Second Degrees belongs as
vitally and permanently to Freemasonry as that which is taught in the Third; there is a necessary
subordination in the grades of membership but there is no subordination of the Masonry
presented in each grade.
Do not, therefore be tempted to look upon the Fellowcraft Degree as a mere stepping stone to the
Third. Freemasonry gave to you one part of herself in the First, another portion in the Second,
and in the Third she will give you yet another, but it is always Freemasonry throughout.
Therefore, we urge on you the same studious attention while you are a Fellowcraft that you
doubtless expect to give when you are a Master Mason.
THE RITUAL OF THE SECOND DEGREE
The Entered Apprentice represents youth standing at the portals of life, his pathway lighted by
the rays of the rising sun. The Master Mason represents the man of years, already on the farther
slope of the hill with the setting sun in his eyes. The Fellowcraft is a man in the prime of life experienced, strong, resourceful, able to bear the heat and burden of the day.
Only in its narrowest sense can adulthood be described in terms of years. If and when he
achieves it, a man discovers that the mere fact that he is forty or fifty years of age has little to do
with it. Adulthood is rather a quality of mind and heart. The man in his middle years carries the
responsibilities. It is he upon whom a family depends for support; he is the Atlas on whose
shoulders rest the burdens of business; by his skill and experience the arts are sustained; to his
keeping are entrusted the destinies of the State. It is said that in the building of his Temple, King
Solomon employed eighty thousand Fellowcrafts, who labored in the mountains and the quarries.
The description is suggestive, for it is by men in the Fellowcraft period of life that the work is
done in the mountains and quarries of human experience.
What does the Second Degree say to the Fellowcraft, whether in Masonry or in the world at
large? The answer brings up to the second great idea that the Fellowcraft is so to equip himself
that he will prove adequate to the tasks which will be laid upon him.
What is that equipment? The Degree gives us at least three answers.
The first is that the Fellowcraft must gain direct experience from contact with the realities of
existence. You will recall what was said about the Five Senses. Needless to say, that portion of
the Middle Chamber Lecture was not intended as a dissertation on either physiology or
psychology; it is symbolism, and represents that a man learns through seeing, feeling, tasting,
hearing and smelling in short, immediate experience; and a man garners such experience only
with the passage of time.
The second answer is education. The possibilities of an individual’s experience are limited.
Masonry – An Introduction – The Fellowcraft
Page 2

Could we learn of life only that with which we are brought in contact by our senses, we would be
poorly equipped to deal with its complexities and responsibilities. To our store of hard won
experience we add the experience of others, supplementing ours by the information of countless
men which is brought to us through many channels; our own knowledge must be made more
nearly complete by the accumulated knowledge of humankind.
We have a picture of this in Freemasonry. In the days when Masons were builders of great and
costly structures, the apprentice was a mere boy, ten to fifteen years of age, scarcely knowing
one tool from another, ignorant of the secrets and art of the builders. Yet, if worthy and skillful,
after seven years he was able to produce his Master’s piece and perform any task to which the
Master might appoint him. How was all this accomplished? Only by the instruction, guidance
and inspiration the Master was able to give him as a result of long years of experience and
development.
Such is education, symbolized in the Second Degree by the Liberal Arts and Sciences. What was
said about grammar, rhetoric, logic, arithmetic, geometry, music and astronomy was not intended
as an academic lecture. Like so much else in the Degree they are symbols, signifying all that is
meant by education.
The third answer is wisdom.
Experience gives us awareness of the world at points of immediate contact; knowledge gives us
competence for special tasks in the activities of life. But a man’s life is not confined to his
immediate experience; nor is he day and night engaged in the same task! Life is richer than that!
Wisdom is that quality of judgment by which we are able to adapt our experience and know
ledge to a practical solution of our social relations to others; wisdom to make our work conform
to the plan of the Great Architect.
The Middle Chamber, which is so conspicuous in the Second Degree, is a symbol of wisdom.
Through the Five Senses (Experience), and through knowledge of the Liberal Arts and Sciences
(Education), the candidate is called to advance, as on Winding Stairs, to that maturity of life in
which the senses, emotions, intellect, character, work, deeds, habits and soul of a man are knit
together in unity; become balanced and poised and equate Wisdom.
DUTIES AND PRIVILEGES OF A FELLOWCRAFT
The first and foremost duty of a Fellow craft is to live according to the obligations of the Degree;
to be obedient to the officers of the Lodge and to the rules, regulations, and laws of the
Fraternity. He must learn well the work in order to pass his test for proficiency; if he be earnest
and sincere he will study the meaning of the Degree as a preparation for his Masonic life in the
future.
His limitations are equally plain. He may sit in Lodge only when it is open on the Fellowcraft or
Entered Apprentice Degree. He is not entitled to vote, to hold office, or to have a voice in the
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administration of the Lodge.
He has a right to instruction whereby he may prove himself proficient in open Lodge; and he can
make himself known to other Fellowcrafts by means of his modes of recognition.
A Mason remains a Fellowcraft, in a real sense, as long as he lives. Taking the First Degree is
like drawing a circle; the Second Degree is a circle drawn around the first; the Third Degree is a
still larger circle drawn around the other two, and containing both. A portion of Freemasonry
is contained within the first; another part is in the second; still a third in the last. Being a Master
Mason includes being also an Entered Apprentice and a Fellowcraft. The entered Apprentice and
Fellowcraft Degrees are not like stages left behind in a journey to be abandoned or forgotten;
rather are they preserved and incorporated in the Master Mason Degree and form the foundation
on which it rests.
The ideas, the ideals, and the teachings of the Second Degree as permanently belong to
Freemasonry as the Third; the moral obligations continue to be binding. A Master Mason is as
much the Brother of Entered Apprentices and Fellowcrafts as of Master Masons.
Freemasonry has many aspects. The First Degree makes its appeal to the conscience, and we are
taught how necessary are obedience, apprenticeship, and industry if we would become good men
and true. The Second Degree exalts the intellectual, paying its tribute alike to knowledge and
wisdom. In the Third Degree, as you will learn in due time, is the Masonry of the soul. Running
through all three degrees is the Masonry of fellowship, good will, kindness, loyalty, toleration,
brotherly love; we also learn the Masonry of benevolence, expressed in relief and charity; again
we have Masonry as an institution, organized under laws and managed by responsible officers;
and yet again we have a Masonry that holds above and before us those great ideals of truth,
justice, courage, and goodness to which we can always aspire.
The Operative builders gave the world, among other masterpieces, the great Gothic cathedrals of
Europe. Their art was one of the highest and the most difficult practiced in their period. The
Masons were masters of mathematics, which they called Geometry, of engineering, of the
principles of design, of carving, of stained glass, and of mosaic. Through all the changes of the
Craft in after years, through its transformation some three hundred years ago into a Speculative
Fraternity, their great intellectual tradition has remained and stands today embodied in the
Second Degree which teaches Masons to love the Liberal Arts and Sciences, and apply them in
daily living.
This Masonry of the mind develops one of the real meanings of the Second Degree; it is what is
truly signified by our term “Fellowcraft.” Whenever you prove yourself a friend of
enlightenment, whenever you become an enemy of bigotry or intolerance and a champion of the
mind’s right to be free, to do its work without check or hindrance, when you support schools and
colleges, and labor to translate into action the command “Let there be light,” you live the
teachings of the Fellowcraft Degree.
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SYMBOLISM OF THE SECOND DEGREE
You have already been taught that from the beginning of time symbols have played important
parts in civil and religious rites and allegories came into use with the need of man to impress the
mind with facts not easily realized.
Both symbols and allegories are still in common use by writers and speakers. Symbols and
allegoris are used to illustrate vividly thought. Symbols were the first form of speech and will be
the last. Even in today’s enlightened age, no less than when the dim gropings of the earliest
thinkers began their ratiocination, words, alone, are inadequate to give complete expression to
our highest thought. Only in words and symbol and allegory, combined, can man express his
penultimate ideas and ideals.
In your journey through the ritual of this degree there were presented to you symbols and
allegory having meanings not disclosed on the surface.
The first of these symbols were the two pillars.
The pillar has throughout the centuries played an important part in the worship of the unseen
God and expressed His might and the wonder of His works. Scholars trace the use of pillars as an
essential part of religious worship in East Indian as well as ancient Egyptian temples. It is
natural, therefore, that Hiram of Tyre should erect pillars for King Solomon’s Temple. Our ritual
describes them in some detail and their ancient use and purpose were explained to you, but there
is no hint given of their symbolic significance.
The ancients believed the earth to be flat and that it was supported by two pillars placed at the
Western entrance of King Solomon’s temple.
Symbolic significance of various kinds is suggested for the use of these pillars. It has been said
they represent the authority of Church and State because on certain formal occasions the high
priest stood before one pillar and the King before the other; that they allude to the legendary
pillars erected by the prophet Enoch and on which was inscribed all the wisdom of the ancient
world in order that it might be preserved from destruction by another flood or by fire; that they
were to remind man of the pillars of cloud and fire by which the people of Israel were led out of
the darkness of Egypt into the light of Canaan; and our ritual offers still another thought of them
as denoting Strength and Establishment.
Then the five orders in Architecture represented by five different pillars show a progression in
ornamentation, and are suggestive of the progress in beauty and usefulness which it is possible to
attain in the “art of living” by making a right use of the opportunity to obtain knowledge.
Architecture is perhaps the most beautiful and expressive of all the arts. If the genius of the
architect and builder be great enough, their finished work may declare truths which words can
hardly express, and visions of most divine harmonies. For has not the poet said that architecture
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is “frozen music”?
It was, therefore, a striking and important feature of the rite of this degree when you acted the
part of a man approaching the Temple, who passed the pillars, ascended the stairs and entered the
Middle Chamber where our ancient brethren received their wages of corn, wine and oil.
The second symbol to which we directed your attention is that of the flight of winding stairs.
They are described in 1 Kings 6:8, in the words: “and they went up with winding stairs into the
middle chamber.”
Three things are to be said about these stairs.
First, they were winding stairs. Anyone proposing to ascend could not see from the first step up
to the last to know how much of a journey it was, or to know what he was to find at the top.
Some element of trust in his guide or mentor was therefore necessary to be used; and reliance on
a promise of worthwhile reward to be received when he reached the top.
Second, they lead upward, signifying that the very effort to be used was leading toward the top,
the place most desired and sought after by every man. To be first in his class; to be the most
successful, the most honored, the bravest of his fellows, is a commendable and universal human
ambition.
Third, they were stairs, to be taken one step at a time, as that is the way for all commendable
human progress in living and any worthwhile endeavor.
Then there is the Middle Chamber as a symbol. This Fellowcraft degree represents middle age in
Man that time when he realizes the great responsibility resting upon him. Earlier in life he had
father or mother to fall back upon or someone else to whom he could go for help or advice. Now
he stands alone, perhaps with wife and family looking to him for support and guidance; with the
inevitable sickness or mishap eating into his income; with keen competition in business to meet;
with the disaster of failure or loss of employment lurking by the way; with numerous and
often new temptations to go wrong assailing him. No wonder this middle period of life often
seems too hard; to be not worth the living. But right here is where we find real value in the
symbolism of the Middle Chamber, for that is the place where the Fellowcraft is admitted to
receive his wages, signifying a sure reward for work well done.
And the wages of a Fellowcraft were not our Indian corn, properly called maize, but wheat,
barley or rye; the wine was the juice of the grape; and the oil came from olives; all physically
nourishing and symbolic of the mental and spiritual refreshment which comes to the man who
seeks knowledge to enable him to make the most and the best out of his life.
You recall the prominence which was given the letter G. It is doubtful if this symbol in its
present form was of any Masonic significance prior to the 18th Century, but since that time it has
come to have a double interpretation; first, as being the first letter of our name for the Deity in
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whose existence all Masons have professed belief, the continued expression of which is
symbolized by the presence of the Volume of the Sacred Law upon our altar; second, as being the
initial of Geometry, regarded as the basic science of Operative Masonry, now symbolizing to
Speculative Masons the unchanging natural laws which govern the whole material universe.
Together they symbolize that attribute of God revealed to us through Geometry; God as the great
Intelligence of the universe. This is consistent as the entire Degree makes its appeal to the
intellect.
We find this entire degree to be an allegory, teaching the gospel of hard work, of keen
intelligence, of unflinching will, those necessary prerequisites of success. The symbol of the
sheaf of wheat hung near a water-ford, with its peculiar password, gives emphasis to that
teaching by presenting the fact that ignorance often leads to disaster, as the allegorical story
recited to you may explain.
Such are some of the meanings of your allegorical entrance into Solomon’s Temple as a
candidate in the Second Degree. Other symbols and allegories in the Degree may be interpreted
in the light of these definitions when the Degree as a whole becomes a living influence upon our
lives, not only in the lodge room but in the world of human experience of which the lodge room
is a symbol.
So the Fellowcraft, if he choose his plan right and apply himself to its realization, can build for
himself, “that house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.”
TEACHINGS OF MASONRY
While you have yet to reach the climax of your journey in the Sublime Degree of a Master
Mason, already you have discovered that Freemasonry has a certain teaching of its own, and to
expound which is one of the principal functions of the Ritual.
You have likewise discovered that instead of employing teachers and textbooks and lessons in
didactic form, expounding its teaching in words, Freemasonry uses ritual, symbol, and allegory.
This is not as easy to follow as the school room method but has this great advantage; it makes a
Mason study and learn for himself, forces him to search out the truth, compels him to take the
initiative, so that the very act of learning is of educational value. The purpose of secrecy is not to
keep a candidate in the dark, but to stimulate him to seek the light; the symbols and emblems do
not conceal the teaching, they reveal it, but in such a manner that a man must find it for himself.
Only when a man finds truth for himself is it likely to remain a permanent possession. A few
interpretations of Masonic teachings can only suggest what you will find by your own efforts,
how you will find it, and where. Necessarily there can be no exhaustive exposition of Masonic
truth, because in its nature it is something each must discover for himself.
Freemasonry is devoted to Brotherhood, exists to furnish opportunities to its members to enjoy it
not only for its own sake but as a means to something beyond. Brotherhood rests on a religious
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basis; we are all brothers because God is the Father of us all; therefore, religion is one of the
foundations of Masonry.
Masonry is dedicated to God, the Great Architect of the Universe. An altar at the center of every
lodge room bears the Holy Bible open upon it. Lodges begin and end their meetings with prayer.
When Freemasonry obligates a candidate he must be upon his knees. Petitioners must believe in
God. All this is a genuine relation to the divine, not a formal religiousness; it is sincerely held
and scrupulously upheld, and without it Masonry would lose much of its effectiveness.
But this relation to the divine of Masonry, like all its teaching, is not set forth in written creeds;
the Mason must come upon it for himself, and put it in such form as will satisfy his own mind,
leaving others to do likewise. This is Masonic tolerance, one of the prime principles of the Craft,
and protected by the Old Charge which forbids all sectarian discussion in our assemblies.
Masonry teaches the necessity of morality, requiring its members to be good men and true,
righteous when tried by the Square, upright when tried by the Plumb, their passions kept in due
bounds by the Compasses; just in their dealings with their fellows, patient with the erring,
charitable, and always honorable. A candidate must possess such a character as indicated to be
qualified for admittance, and a Mason must persevere in it to retain his right to membership.
Through the agency of the Lodge and of the Grand Lodge each of us gives support to the
charities maintained by both. Each of us should privately extend a helping hand in relief of an
unfortunate brother, of his dependents. Masonry does not advocate a charity carried to the limits
of fanaticism; it is limited by the extent of ability and opportunity, and we are not asked to give
relief to the injury of ourselves or hardship to our families.
Another of Masonry’s great teachings is Equality, symbolized by the Level. This does not
represent that impossible doctrine which would erase all distinctions, and holds that in all
respects all men are the same. There are no duplicates in Nature. Men are unequal physically,
intellectually, morally, and spiritually. Heredity and environment are constant forces. It is, rather,
the principle that we owe good will, charity, tolerance and truthfulness equally to all, and that
within our Fraternity all men travel the same road of initiation, take the same obligations, pay the
same dues, and have the same duties, rights and privileges.
The Mason is a good citizen, loyal to his government and just to his country, conducting himself
as a wise and moral man, remembering in all things that he has in his keeping the good name of
his Fraternity.
These teachings are bound together into an organic unity by the nature and needs of that
Brotherhood for the sake of which the whole system of the Craft exists. Enduring through all
vicissitudes and to satisfy our natures, Brotherhood must have a spiritual basis, hence the
importance of our conception of religion. Brotherhood requires that men must be held together
by unbreakable ties, hence the necessity for morality, which is a name for the forces that bind us
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together in ethical relations. Differences in beliefs and opinions must not rupture those bonds,
hence the need for tolerance. Men cannot easily come together except they have the same rights
and privileges, hence the necessity of equality. They cannot work together except all understand
the work to be done, hence the need for enlightenment. They will not be drawn together except
they are filled with that spirit of good will which necessarily expresses itself in charity and relief.
Brotherhood cannot exist except in a nation which admits of it, hence the need for Masons to be
good citizens. Through all the teachings of Masonry run these principles which lead back to the
conception and practice of Brotherhood; from that conception all teachings emerge, to it all come
in the end. Gain a clear understanding of that and you will have that secret by which all else is
made plain.
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OUTLINE
THE FELLOWCRAFT DEGREE BOOKLET
I.
THE FELLOWCRAFT DEGREE IS NOT A STEPPING STONE BETWEEN THE
ENTERED APPRENTICE AND THE MASTER MASON DEGREES.
(a)
The Fellowcraf t Degree is fully capable of standing alone in the value of its
teachings
(b)
Each Masonic Degree is separate and complete in itself yet each would be lacking
without the others
II.

FORM OF THE DEGREE OWED TO WILLIAM PRESTON.
(a)
Lectures in early days of Speculative Masonry followed no ritualistic pattern
(1)
Preston believed knowledge to be the key to all things
(2)
Few opportunities in Preston’s time for formal education
(3)
He attempted to put into the Fellowcraft Degree lecture the condensed
elements of a formal education - hence the emphasis on the globes, the senses, the
liberal arts and sciences

III.
IN MODERN MASONRY THE GLOBES, SENSES, AND LIBERAL ARTS AND
SCIENCES ARE SYMBOLS.
(a)
The Fellowcraft represents a man in his prime, strong, capable of bearing the
responsibilities of manhood
(1)
To attain this stature he has the experience given him through the senses by direct contact with life
(2)
To this is added formal education - that which he is taught by others,
symbolized by the globes and the arts and sciences
(3)
The sum of the two is Wisdom, represented by the Middle Chamber
(b)
The Middle Chamber is reached indirectly
(1)
The journey toward Wisdom is a winding one, frequently interrupted
(2)
We are not permitted to know if we will ever reach our goal, or even what
that goal may be
(3)
The Fellowcraft must meet and cope with the problems of life as they arise
each day, with faith in the Great Architect of the Universe that he will be given
the strength and courage and wisdom to do so
(c)
The two pillars symbolize God’s promise that he would establish His house or
kingdom forever
(1)
Passing between the pillars symbolizes the candidate’s acknowledgment of
this covenant and his acceptance of his part in it
(d)
Corn, wine and oil
(1)
Referred to frequently in the Holy Bible
(2)
Symbolize that the capable and worthy Fellowcraft is entitled to a just
reward, both spiritually and physically
(e)
The Jewels of a Fellowcraft
(1)
Knowledge, which is so stressed in the Fellowcraft Degree, is symbolized
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(f)

by the attentive ear through which it is received, and by the tongue by which it is
imparted
(2)
The faithful breast points out symbolically that the Fellowtraft is
trustworthy
The letter “G”
(1)
As the initial of Geometry, it symbolizes all the great laws of the universe
(2)
As the initial of diety it symbolizes the Divine Wisdom through which the
laws of the universe functions

IV.

FELLOWCRAFT RESTRICTIONS.
(a)
May not participate in a public procession while clothed as Mason except it be a
Masonic funeral
(b)
May not sit in a Lodge of Master Masons
(c)
Has no voice in the affairs of the Lodge
(d)
May not hold office in the Lodge

V.

FELLOWCRAFT PRIVILEGES.
(a)
He is entitled to a just and impartial trial if he offends against the Fraternity
(b)
He has the right to be instructed in all parts of the Fellowcraft Degree, as well as
in the work to be memorized
(c)
He has the right to hope for advancement to the Master Mason Degree

VI.
THE FELLOWCRAFT STANDS AS A LIVING SYMBOL OF ENLIGHTENMENT
AND WISDOM.
(a)
These qualities are attained only with difficulty and therefore are to be cherished
and valued accordingly
VII.

QUESTIONS.
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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS FOR THE NEWLY PASSED
FELLOWCRAFT
Q. Why are Masons of the Second Degree called Fellowcrafts?
A. Originally it was “fellows” or “Fellows of the Craft,” from the old operative system. We
simply continued the old custom.
Q. We say that a Fellow Craft is “passed.” Please explain.
A. It alludes to his having passed through the porch to the middle chamber of the Temple, the
place in which Fellow Crafts received their wages. Now let’s again look at some words and
consider their Masonic meaning:
FELLOW
This old and beautiful word appears to have begun far back in the earliest period of the
Anglo-Saxon language. Its first usage indicates that it was formed by combining two
words, one of which we still have in the form of fee, the other of which meant to lay, to
lay down. The word is a picture of how a number of men when forming an association
contribute equal shares toward its costs, or else make over to it equal shares of property.
This equality of membership is still the principal point in its meaning as used in the
Masonic lodge. In Operative times an Apprentice became a Fellow of the Craft when he
became a full member, on a par with all other members, and with the same rights and
duties. He was at the same time a Master Mason, because he was not granted full
membership until after he had mastered his art. The two words became separated in the
middle of the eighteenth century when fellow became used as the name of the second
degree, master as the name of the third. In the historical and technical sense of the word,
Freemasonry is a fellowship because all the members of a lodge have the same rights,
duties, and privileges.
CRAFT
Many centuries ago the earliest ancestors of Anglo-Saxon peoples had a word which
meant power and strength, and was spelled in some such form as kraefr. After it had been
transplanted to England it took on the additional meanings of skill, trained hands,
cleverness, and subtlety (which is retained in our word crafty). At one time what are now
called Seven Liberal Arts and Sciences in our lectures were called the Seven Crafts. In
the Middle Ages all trained workmen were in guilds, societies, and fraternities, therefore
“craft” came to be the name given to any one of the skilled trades or arts in general. The
modern fraternity of Speculative Freemasonry continues, in one aspect of it, to be a craft,
partly because it is organized, partly because the members of its lodges are skilled in the
Masonic arts, and more particularly because of the ritualistic art of making Masons.
MYSTERY
The word mystery has many meanings various enough to perplex the mind, almost
impossible to define. In reality there are three or four different words spelled and
pronounced alike. ( 1) One of these began with a Greek term which meant “to close the
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eyes” and therefore denoted something secret, hidden. (2) Another began in the Latin
minesterium, and meant to minister to, as when a physician ministers to a patient, or a
pastor ministers to the parish. (3) In the Middle Ages it was in common use to denote a
skilled craft, therefore early Masonry was often described as a mystery. (4) In the ancient
world there were a number of organized religious societies which admitted members by
initiation, used rites, symbols, ceremonies, and had secrets; they were called “Mysteries”.
In lodge work and in Masonic literature together all are in common use.
LEVEL
The word Level hides within its two syllables a cabinet of historical customs, poetics, and
images. It began with the Latin word libra, which denoted a Roman unit of measure of
about 12 ounces or a pound, abbreviated lb. It also referred to a measuring device, or
scale or balance, from each end of which hung a pan or a weight. A small scale of that
sort was called a libella or a leveling scale. The idea behind it was that an object is
accurately weighted when the two ends of the arm are level with each other. Also libra
was the name for the seventh sign of the zodiac and is still almost universally used as a
symbol for justice. The shape or details of a level are not its most important features; its
great purpose, and regardless of the means used, is to tell whether or not a surface is at all
points exactly at right angle to the center of gravity.
PLUMB
Plumbum was the Latin name used for lead. The word has had many forms and uses. As
plumago it is both the name for oxide of lead, and for a plant. It appears in plumbing, and
plumber. Under such names as plumb-bob, plumb-line, and plumb-rule it has for
thousands of years been the simplest, and one of the best, devices for testing
perpendiculars. A blob of lead is made symmetrical in shape; in the exact center of its top
a cord is attached; the weight of the lead draws the cord downward in a straight line
which is also perpendicular. (The plumbline appears in a majestic form and under
dramatic circumstances in the Scripture reading taken from the Book of Amos.)
SQUARE
The square, from certain points of view is possibly the most widely known of all the
symbols and emblems, and has passed into the familiar phraseology of the people in such
expressions as “a square deal,” “be a square,” etc. The history behind the word is
complex, but throughout its wanderings there has been one point of meaning common to
all its forms and uses. The number four has been at the center of it. There are four straight
lines, four right angles, four of this, that, or the other; hence such words as quadrangle,
quadrilateral, quadratica, etc. Also, men always have been struck by the fact that a solid
figure squared in shape gives maximum equilibrium. It stays put, will not topple over,
will not cave in, it is solid and substantial. For a Mason to be on the square means more,
therefore, than for him to be truthful and honorable, though his character is of cardinal
importance; he also is stable, is not flighty, can be relied on, stays put. As a working tool,
the square is a try-square, used for proving right angles; it should not be confused with
the carpenter’s square, which has inch marks along each arm.
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DEACON
The ancient Greeks had a term (about which there is some obscurity) which meant to be
swift of foot, to go speedily, to run errands, to be a messenger. It passed through Latin
and came into English in the latter of which it became “deacon”. Very early in history the
Christian Church adopted it as the name for a church officer and its use continues more
frequently in churches than elsewhere. In Operative Freemasonry, lodges, companies,
incorporations, and guilds not infrequently used it as the name of the principal officers. In
modern Speculative lodges the two deacons are messengers and in a general way give
personal assistance to the Worshipful Master and the Senior Warden. The need for such
an officer is explained by the fact that the Master and his Wardens occupy stations which
they are not to leave except when their own duties make it necessary, in which cases they
return to their stations immediately after the duty is performed.
WARDEN
Warden began as the fine old Anglo-Saxon word weard, which meant to watch, so that
the warden was a guard, a watchman, a custodian of something, as when a watchman of
the timber was called a “wood warden” or “forest warden”. The two wardens in a lodge
watch, or oversee, the activities which center in their stations, and both of them assist the
Master to rule and govern his lodge. Traditionally the Senior Warden oversees or watches
over the Craft while at labor, the Junior Warden oversees the Craft during the hours of
refreshment.
WORD
Among all the hundreds of thousands of words in our magnificent English language no
other one is more difficult to define, or has behind it a more complex history, than word
itself. Thus, to use two examples at random, the ancient Greeks had it as rhetor, which
denoted a speaker, and from which we have rhetoric and rhetorician. The Latin speaking
peoples, the precursors of all Romance languages, had it as verbum, from which we have
verb, verbal, etc. It found its way into European languages and through these many
centuries it has always had something to denote about speech. A word is a unit of speech
with meaning so fundamental it came inevitably into use for many other purposes, poetic,
allegoric, symbolic, emblematic, and philosophic. The Fourth Gospel begins with “In the
beginning was the word”. The prophet began with “The word of Jehovah”. Theologians
described the Holy Bible as “God’s word”. It is a sign of veracity, as in the phrase,
“Gentlemen do not doubt each other’s word.” It stands for news, as in “I have received
word from him recently”. It is a secret password. It may be used as a test, as in shibboleth
and sibboleth.
Q. What are the basic teachings of the second degree?
A. As the Entered Apprentice degree, with its moral instruction, “is symbolic of YOUTH” and
the preparatory period of life, the “Fellowcraft degre is symbolic of MANHOOD” with its in
creased duties and obligations. Here the candidate is urged, literally and symbolically, to advance
his education, particularly in the fields of history, science, and the liberal arts, that he may
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occupy with honor his allotted place in the great structure of human society. William Preston
(1742-1818), to whom we are indebted for a generous portion of our modern Masonic ritual,
evidently intended the Fellow Craft degree to be the beginning of a liberal arts education; and
indeed in his day it was. Today every school boy is familiar with most of the facts presented by
this degree, but he knows nothing of its symbolic interpretation, of course, or that it is intended
to be an open door to further study. A learned Past Grand Master of Iowa has written: “The
Fellowcraft degree symbolizes that period of life when a man prepares for life’s work and strives
to erect his spiritual Temple agreeably to the designs drawn on the Trestle Board. As a Fellow
Craft, you receive more light in Masonry, you are invested with the working tools so necessary
for the tasks of manhood; you are encouraged to continue in the acquisition of knowledge, in the
cultivation of the mind, and in the search for Truth.”
Q. Why does the long lecture of the Fellowcraft degree contain such elementary subjects?
A. No matter how well grounded a candidate may be in the subjects covered by the Middle
Chamber lecture, he is not nor ever will be so “learned” that he may conscientiously cease his
studies and “rest on his laurels”. We say that “Masonry is a progressive science”. So must the
acquisition of useful knowledge be continuously progressive in the life of man, an ever onward
march that never ceases, else he becomes static or stagnant and his position in society becomes
less secure and less valuable to his fellow man. Freemasonry expects its votaries to seek, to
learn, and thus by precept and example to teach! Thus, and only thus, can our Craft carry out its
human activity and accomplish its mission. All useful knowledge rests upon ELEMENTARY
fundamentals, and no matter how learned a man may be it is desirable that frequently he should
refocus his attention on these fundamentals to keep them in proper perspective and to remind
him forcibly that the process of education never ceases. The Fellowcraft degree accomplishes
this in an admirable manner, for it not only reviews the basic elements of education but in so
doing it automatically reminds the candidate of how far we have progressed in the acquisition of
useful knowledge in our modern day. Thus by contrast it sets before him a progressive pattern for
the future. Look about you! Consider the elements that “disturb” our daily lives! Quickly the
realization will come that most of the burdens borne by mankind result from the departure by the
world’s people from the simple truths, the fundamentals, which must guide the human race if it
ultimately is to find real happiness which lies only on the path to Truth! Thus the Middle
Chamber lecture, with its elementary funda mentals, presents a logical approach to Truth and
permits the candidate to view in true perspective the Grand Architect and His works. The
detailed discussion on the Five Orders of Architecture, which is a prominent part of the Middle
Chamber lecture, has several objectives. While it fixes the candidate’s attention on the growth
and importance of architecture in general, and by inference displays the magnitude of its
influence on the progress of man, it emphasizes, too, that architecture is a symbol of the very
foundation of Freemasonry, which is a speculative science derived from an operative art.
Q. What is the symbolism of the approach to the Middle Chamber?
A. The journey to the Middle Chamber is based upon a legend connected with the building of
King Solomon’s Temple. Like most Masonic teaching it is symbolic; and if you would profit by
its lessons and apply them to the building and beautifying of your own Spiritual Temple, you
must really work as a Speculative Mason. It is said that at the building of the Temple,
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Fellowcrafts met in the Middle Chamber on the evening of the sixth day of every week to receive
their wages. None but the worthy craftsmen were admitted, and these were invested with certain
mysterious signs, tokens, and words, by means of which they were able to pass the guards. The
journey (to the Middle Chamber) is an allegory, a symbol of the journey of life and the reward
for faithful living. In our journey from the quarries to the Middle Chamber, we are now within
the precincts of the Temple, and before us is the beautiful arched gateway which leads to the
inner court. Passing through this gateway, we come to the porch and the entrance of the Temple,
where you observed two brazen pillars, one on the right hand, he other on the left, called Jachin
and Boaz. We have considered the names Boaz and Jachin as meaning strength and establiment.
An equally good translation of the word Boaz is power and of the word Jachin wisdom or
control. Masonry conducts you between these pillars and earnestly recommends them to your
attention. You need the things they typify; power - physical, mental, and moral strength to stand
for the right, strength on occasion to say “no”; control - that your power may not be wasted but
bring only good to yourself and to your fellows; wisdom - to make the right decisions in the
issues of life from day to day. If with strength comes wisdom, if with power comes control, you
may confidently hope to reach your Middle Chamber and receive wages. There is nothing in the
Biblical description of the Pillars to indicate that they were surmounted by Globes; but Masons
of modern times have added those symbols, delineating on one the divisions of the Earth and on
the other the heavenly bodies. Hence the Globes denote the universality of Masonry and teach us
so to regulate our lives that when we pass from Earth, the terrestrial, it may be to that other and
better world, the celestial. In our symbolic journey we have reached a flight of winding stairs
(consisting of three, five, and seven steps). In a symbolic sense you are now preparing for your
life work, and the stairs are to climb from the depths of your earthly nature to the heights of a
moral and spiritual life. A winding stairway is one to try a man’s soul; you can see only to the
next turning, perhaps only one step in advance. You cannot see the Middle Chamber; you must
depend upon your faith that there is a Middle Chamber. Once started, there can be no return. As
the Worshipful Master informed you it will be necessary that you make a regular advance; none
other will serve. It is only by your own honest effort that you can climb the stairs. And then, no
matter how hard you try, you may yet never reach the Middle Chamber of your boyhood dreams.
Pillars we may consider as symbols of our faith in God, and the Three Steps teach that we are
dependent on Him and that our first care should be to harmonize our will with His to build our
Temple agreeably to the Divine Plan. By the five steps you are taught to use Order in the archi
tecture of your Temple and to improve yourself by a rational development of all your natural
powers. The seven steps symbolize that the crowning glory of man is the development of mind
and spirit. Your destiny as an immortal being requires you to ascend step by step until you reach
the summit where the treasures of truth await you. Unless you have acquired the secret signs,
tokens, and words, of the faithful Craftsman by putting into daily practice the moral and spiritual
teachings found in the Great Light of Masonry, you cannot pass the inner door to the place of
wages.
Q. Why do Masons put so much emphasis on Geometry?
A. The place of Geometry in the Masonic system is not only historical, but a most natural
emphasis upon a basic science, which is essential to building. The lecture of the Fellowcraft
degree records its importance to the Craft. Historically, the Egyptians were undoubtedly one of
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the first peoples to cultivate Geometry as a science. From Egypt it passed over into other
countries and Geometry and Operative Masonry have always been found together, the latter
carrying into execution the designs which were first made possible according to the principles of
the former. Speculative Masonry, in like manner is, intimately connected with Geometry. We
derive our most important symbols from the science of Geometry and it is only natural that we
should give it a place of great prominence in our rituals. Geometry is not only synonymous with
Masonry but with the art of building as well, and since Fmasonry is, in the speculative sense, a
system of teaching that each individual should erect within himself a spiritual temple, it is the
most natural thing that we use the tools of architecture and Geometry as symbols in carrying out
that instruction. Masonry has sometimes been described as a search for Truth. What is that except
a study of all available information by which one can better discern Truth?
Q. What is the symbolism of the Jewels of a Fellowcraft?
A. The symbolism refers chiefly to knowledge, for by the ear you receive information and
instruction, and by the tongue you pass along your hard earned wisdom to the attentive ear of a
brother. And the faithful breast alludes not only to the safekeeping of Masonic secrets, but
symbolizes once again the fact that the Fellowcraft is fully capable of bearing the duties of life,
and can be trusted to do so.
Q. What are the ritual wages of a Fellowcraft?
A. Corn, wine and oil, symbolizing the wealth of life in mental and spiritual, not financial
realms. In the Old Testament these were physical wealth. In Freemasonry, CORN represents
plenty, referring to opportunity, friends, work; OIL represents joy, happiness, gladness; WINE
represents health, spirituality, peace. Together, corn, wine and oil represent the rewards of a good
life. They are also the elements of consecration used in Masonic cornerstone layings and in
constitution, dedication and consecration of a new Lodge. The meaning of the word CORN, as it
is used in the Fellow Craft degree, should be clarified. In the United States the word generally is
used when referring to maize. Most candidates therefore are confused when they hear reference
to an “ear of corn” and then see it represented by a sheaf of wheat. In most parts of the world the
word “corn” is used in its collective sense and refers to all small grains.The etymology of “corn”
is from Old English, in turn derived from from Proto-Germanic kurnam meaning small seed.
That usage and custom is also followed in Old Frisian and Old Saxon, korn meaning grain in
general. It is also found in Middle Dutch as coren, German and Old Norse korn. The sense of the
Old English word was “grain with the seed still in” as in barleycorn, rather than a particular
plant. Corned beef is so called from the 1560s for the “corns” or grains of salt with which it is
preserved as derived from the verb corn meaning “to salt”. Today, in most parts of the world the
word “corn” is used in its collective sense and refers to all small grains. This is its meaning when
used in any of our Masonic ceremonies, and grain collectively is usually represented by wheat.
Although any small grain such as barley, oats, maize, etc., may properly be used.
Q. Where can I learn more about Solomon’s Temple?
A. Refer to the Holy Bible and read “The First Book of the Kings,” beginning with Chapter 5.
Also read “The First Book of the Chronicles,” beginning with Chapter 2. Bear in mind, however,
that the Masonic conception of the Temple is symbolic and sometimes legendary. Therefore,
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details of construction and development as presented by Masonic Ritual frequently differ from
the Biblical account. You will learn more about Masonry’s legendary Temple of Solomon in the
Master Mason degree.
Q. What are the particular responsibilities of a Fellowcraft?
A. To the responsibilities of an Entered Apprentice have been added those contained in the
obligation of a Fellowcraft. The extent to which these responsibilities have been expanded will
be clarified by careful review of the obligations of both degrees. But a Fellowcraft’s duties
extend beyond a literal interpretation of the obligation he has taken. He now is committed to “the
acquisition of knowledge” and the fruitful application thereof so he may occupy a useful and
honored position in society. The Fellowcraft represents manhood in its most splendid conception
and its greatest responsibility. The days of his disillusionment are past; he faces facts, not
fancies. He understands the immensity of the tasks before him and approaches them with the joy
of one who is competent and resolved to conquer. His family depends upon him for support. The
world of business looks to him for judgment and guidance. The community needs his aid and
advice in promoting the moral and spiritual welfare of its people. He is a patron of the arts and
sciences. He has faith in God and believes that “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord”.
He is untiring in his zeal to promote religion, freedom, and justice. There stands the Fellowcraft
strong in body, soul, and spirit, and competent to cope with all of life’s realities.
Q. What are my rights as a Fellowcraft?
A. A Fellowcraft has no more right than an Entered Apprentice, except the privilege of attending
a lodge which is working in the Fellowcraft degree, the right of instruction by competent
brothers, and the right to ask for the opportunity of demonstrating his proficiency and of
requesting his Master Mason degree.
Q. What is Masonic philosophy?
A. First, let’s define philosophy. The dictionary says it is the love or pursuit of wisdom. It is
divided into three branches: (a) natural philosophy, (b) moral philosophy, (c) metaphysical
philosophy. Since Feemasonry is described as a moral science, then it is only natural that we are
primarily interested in moral philosophy.
Q. Where do we find Masonry’s philosophy?
A. There is only one place to search and that is among the rich symbolism and the allegories used
in the degrees of Freemasonry. Symbols are simply material objects used to express a thought,
idea or precept. Allegories are used in much the same way as symbols. They are picture symbols
or word pictures and may involve a person, a thing or an event, or a combination of all three.
Freemasonry’s philosophy of moral science is thus found in the symbols and word pictures we
see, hear and feel in the degrees.
Q. Is the moral philosophy of Masonry the same to all men?
A. No, because each member of the Craft interprets the moral philosophy according to his
knowledge of the symbols and understanding of the word pictures or allegories. Thus it is that
the study of Masonic philosophy has attracted and fascinated some of the world’s greatest minds.
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The same is true of Masonic constitutions, rules, and regulations. The development and
administration of these constitutions, rules, and regulations have long been considered among the
finest examples of democratic principles.
Q. Who are some of the men who have made a study of Masonic philosophy?
A. There are five to which to call to your attention. They are William Preston, an English printer;
Karl Krause, founder of a law school in Germany; George Oliver, a master at King Edward’s
Grammar School in England; Albert Pike, an American attorney and Civil War general; and Dean
Roscoe Pound of the Harvard Law School. Masonry to Preston represented a traditional system
of knowledge and its purpose was to impart knowledge. To Krause Masonry was a system of
organized morals and its purpose was to put organized mankind behind the universal moral
sentiments of humanity. To Oliver Masonry was one approach to God and its end purpose was to
bring us to the absolute by means of a pure tradition. Pike believed that Masonry provided a
mode of studying first principles of the universe. He believed that such a study ultimately could
lead to that unity with God in which all things merge and with which all things in the end must
agree. Dean Pound said that “wherever in the world there is a body of Masons, there should be a
focus for civilization . . . a center for the principles of universality radiating reason to put down
prejudice and advance justice . . . and making for the peace and harmony and civilization that
should (and must) prevail in this great lodge of the world if we are to achieve accord with the
Supreme Architect and His Grand Design.”
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MAS ON RY
AN INTRODUCTION

The Master Mason1

GRAND LODGE A.F. & A.M. OF SOUTH DAKOTA

It is safe to say that among the countless thousands who have in the past been raised to the
Sublime Degree of Master Mason, not one of them realized at the time the full
implications of the ceremony. This would be clearly impossible.
Yet it is vitally important that the deeper meanings of this degree be understood if one is to
become a Master Mason in fact as well as in name.
This final booklet is intended to indicate something of what lies beyond
the instruction you have already received. If it encourages you to investigate still further
it will indeed have served a good purpose, for while you have been given
the third and final degree, you have by no means FINISHED your Masonry;
on the contrary, you have only COMPLETED YOUR ENTRANCE into the Fraternity.
You now stand actually on the threshold of a new and potentially important experience,
which should mature to a life relationship rich in its values to you
and marked by your own loyalty and usefulness to the Craft.

1
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THE RITUAL OF THE THIRD DEGREE
You have been raised to the Sublime Degree of a Master Mason. It is indeed a “sublime” Degree,
which a man may study years without exhausting.
Any interpretation must necessarily be a hint only; yet a hint may stimulate a man to reflect upon
it for himself and to study it more thoroughly in the future.
In the First and Second Degrees you were surrounded by the symbols and emblems of
architecture; in the Third Degree you found a different order of symbolism, cast in the language
of the soul-its life, its tragedy and its triumph. To recognize this is the first step in interpretation.
The second step is to recognize that the Third Degree has many meanings; it is not intended to be
a lesson complete within itself, but rather a pointing out of paths, a new departure, a series of
inspirations, like a great symphony, drama or picture to which one may evermore return to find
new meanings, new beauties and new truths.
There are several interpretations of this Degree. The meaning most generally accepted by the
Craft is that of a drama of the immortality of the soul.
Evil in the form of tragedy is set forth in the drama of the Third Degree. Here is a good and wise
man, a builder, working for others and giving others work, the highest we know, as it is dedicated
wholly to God; a man, who through no fault of his own, experiences tragedy from friends and
fellow Masons. Here is evil pure and unalloyed, a complete picture of human tragedy.
How did the Craft meet this tragedy?
The first step was to impose the supreme penalty on those who had possessed the will to destroy
and therefore had to be destroyed lest another tragedy follow. The greatest enemy man has makes
war upon the good; to it no quarter can be given.
The next step was to discipline and to pardon those who acted, not out of an evil will, but
through weakness were misled. Forgiveness is possible if a man himself condemns the evil he
has done, since in spite of his weakness he retains his faith in the good.
The next step was to recover from the wreckage caused by the tragedy whatever of value it had
left undestroyed. Confusion had come upon the Craft; order was restored. Loyal Craftsmen took
up the burdens dropped by the traitors. It is in the nature of such a tragedy that the good suffer
for the evil of others and it is one of the prime duties of life that a man shall toil to undo the harm
wrought by sin and crime, else in time the world would be destroyed by the evils that are done in
it.
But what of the victim of the Tragedy? Here is the profoundest and most difficult lesson of the
drama, difficult to understand, difficult to believe if one has not been truly initiated into the
duties and mysteries of the spiritual life. Because the victim was a good man, his goodness
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rooted in an unvarying faith in God, that which destroyed him in one sense could not destroy him
in another. The spirit in him rose above the reach of evil; by virtue of it he was raised from a
dead level to a living perpendicular.
Let us imagine a genuine good man who has been the victim of the most terrible of tragedies,
one caused by the treachery of friends. This treachery has brought destruction upon the
foundations of life, his home, his reputation, his ability to earn a livelihood. How can he be
raised above the clutch of circumstances? How can he emerge a happier man than he was before?
The answer is: By his spirit rising to the level of forgiveness, or resignation, of self-sacrifice,
refusing to stoop to retaliation, or bitterness. In such a spirit the highest happiness is found. The
secret of such a power is in the Third Degree. To rise to the height of spiritual life is to stand on a
level above the reach of tragedy or the powers of evil. To have the spirit rest in God, to have a
sincere and unvarying faith in truth and goodness, is the inner secret of the Third Degree.
SYMBOLISM OF THE THIRD DEGREE
Every phrase, event, and other detail in the ceremonies of initiation is full of meaning. No item is
merely for effect or ornament. In the Third Degree are the deepest secrets and profoundest
teachings of our Fraternity. A few hints may inspire you to study the Degree for yourself.
The symbols of the First and Second Degree center around the art of architecture; their purpose
is to teach you in the First to be a builder of yourself, in the Second, a builder of society. In the
Third Degree the symbolism takes another form. Although its background continues to be
architecture, and its action takes place in and about a Temple, it is a spiritual symbolism of life
and death. Its principal teaching is immortality.
Frequent references are made to King Solomon’s Temple. This great temple, reflecting majesty,
magnitude and magnificence, after standing for 420 years, was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar of
the Chaldees. Its successor, erected by Zerubbabel, stood nearly 500 years when it was
reconstructed by Herod - the Temple of Herod  which was destroyed by the Romans under Titus.
The Mosque of Omar, occupying the original site, has stood for 12 centuries. These 30 centuries
have produced great changes but the foundations remain unmoved. Each stone immense and
artistic, is readily identified by the private mark of the quarryman and still defies the ravages of
time.
So with Masonry, its foundations, composed of the grandest principles ever communicated from
God to man, stand unmoved. The Temple of Freemasonry symbolizes the Temple of the Soul.
Just as the Temple of King Solomon was then considered the finest ever erected by the hand of
man, so the Great Architect intends that we shall develop the finest and most nearly perfect
characters. As certain working tools are employed to erect that greatest of temporal buildings, so
in Speculative Masonry we must choose as our working tools of life those moral lessons that
build character. So may the rough ashlar become in time the perfect ashlar.
There is a reference to a lost word. The allegory here is neither a search for any particular word,
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nor indeed to any word at all. The ancient Jewish conception was expressed in these words: “In
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God,” but this
conception was not exclusively Jewish. Among the Greeks the idea is expressed by “Logos,’’ a
term derived from the verb meaning, “to speak,” and from which comes our word “Logic,’’ that
science by which moral truth is determined. Hence “the word” became synonymous with every
manifestation of divine love, power, or truth and symbolizes for us the search not for any
particular word, but for Truth. We must search diligently for it, never permitting passion,
prejudice or personal interest to bind or deter us. Hence Freemasons maintain their historic
adherence to the sacredness of freedom of thought, speech and action. We are unable to give the
True Word, only a Substitute, because in this life we only approximate knowledge of full Truth
and will never know perfection.
In response to the question, what induced you to become a Master Mason, we indicate a desire to
receive a Master’s wages; a Fellowcraft wanted to be able to travel in foreign countries and
receive such wages. What are they?
Here again the legend deals in symbols, for the idea intended to be presented is not wages in
money of any mintage whatsoever, but the wages which a Master Mason may win if he be true to
his obligations. These are paid in the coins of the heart; they are earned by the use he makes of
his Masonry, and the sum of them is determined by the extent to which he understands and lives
it. They are as large as he wishes them be, if he is willing to work for them.
And what about foreign countries? It is just another symbol indicating nothing geographical but
just something new and strange. Freemasonry itself is a foreign country to the man just entering.
It is to him as different from the familiar work-aday world as France is from England or
Belgium from Greece. Here standards of conduct are different, the ideas are different. Here all
are on the level; outside there are laws to prevent and police and penalties to enforce obedience,
while here the laws are not to prohibit but to do, and the fundamental of them all is the golden
rule of brotherly love. Men conform to Masonic law not because they must but because they
wish to. Surely it is a foreign country to the stranger outside of its metes. It must be studied and
its customs learned and followed if it is to be enjoyed.
There are many foreign countries in Freemasonry and all are open to the Master Mason who will
search them out and travel in them.
THE LEGEND OF HIRAM ABIF
In the Sublime Degree you were doubtless impressed by the tragedy of Hiram Abif above all the
other features of its impressive ceremonies. As the Degree is the climax of initiation so is that
tragedy the climax of the Degree. To understand and appreciate its richness of profound meaning
might well be your ambition.
Since the drama of Hiram Abif is ritualistic, it is immaterial whether it be historical or not. There
was a Hiram Abif in history, but our Third Degree goes far beyond what history tells of him. Our
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Hiram Abif is a symbol of the human soul.
It is an inexcusable blunder to treat the drama as a mock tragedy, a seriocomedy. Savage peoples
employ initiation ceremonies as an ordeal to test the nerve and courage of their young men, but
Freemasonry is not savage. The exemplification of our ritualistic drama should be as sincere, as
solemn, as earnest, as a prayer before the Altar.
Did you ask, while participating in the drama, why you were made to participate? Why you were
not permitted to sit as a spectator? It was your drama, not another’s! No man can ever be a mere
spectator of drama in his own soul! It was intended that your participation should prepare you to
become a Master Mason by teaching you the secret of a Master Mason, by which your soul may
rise above its internal enemies if you are to be a Mason in reality as well as in name. The real
Master Mason is master of himself.
Did you ask why the three enemies came from his own circle, not from outside? The enemies
most feared by the soul are always from within; its own ignorance, passions, and sins. As the
Great Light reminds us, it is not that which kills the body that we need most to shun, but that
which has power to destroy the spirit.
Another lesson of profound significance is that of fidelity. Even in the face of certain death as a
result of refusal to betray his trust, this ancient Grand Master steadfastly guarded his secret. His
standards admitted of no compromise with evil; principle was not sacrificed to expediency.
Print the story of Hiram Abif indelibly on your mind; ponder upon it. When you are at grips with
your enemies, recall it and act according to the light you have found in it. Your inner self will
give, in first-hand experience, that which the drama gave in the form of Ritual, and you will be
wiser and stronger for having the guidance the tragedy provides.
LAWS AND LANDMARKS OF FREEMASONRY
Every Master Mason is obliged to abide by the laws, regulations and edicts of his Grand Lodge,
the bylaws of the particular Lodge of which he is a member, and to maintain and support the
Landmarks and “ancient usages and customs of the Fraternity.”
The laws of Masonry, like the laws of nations, are both unwritten - the “common law” - and
written. The written laws, based on the “General Regulations” and the “Old Charges,” are the
Constitution and laws of his own Grand Lodge, its regulations and edicts, and the bylaws of his
particular lodge. The ancient Landmarks are a part of the unwritten law.
The “General Regulations” as set forth in “Anderson’s Constitutions of 1723” have a curious
history into which it is not now necessary to go; suffice it that they were adopted shortly after the
formation in 1717 of the Grand Lodge in London. The work was first published under the date of
1723. Unquestionably it embodies the laws of Masonry as they were then known to the members
of the four old lodges which formed the first London Grand Lodge and hence have the authority
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of an antiquity much greater than their printed life of nearly three hundred years.
In general it may be said that the “Old Charges” are concerned with the individual brother, and
his relations to his lodge and his brethren; the General Regulations with the conduct of the Craft
as a whole. The General Regulations permit their own alteration by Grand Lodge. The Old
Charges do not and are immutable.
Most civil laws are provided with measures of enforcement and penalties for infringement; our
Masonic law knows but three penalties; reprimand, suspension and expulsion. These Masonic
penalties for serious infractions of Masonic law may be inflicted after Masonic trial with a
verdict of guilty, but the punishment is usually made to fit the offense, and mercy is much more a
part of Masonic than of civil law. Infractions of Masonic law resulting in trial and punishments
are rare, compared to the number of Masons, the vast majority of whom are so willing and
anxious to obey the laws that “enforcement” is seldom required.
There is no complete uniformity in the Masonic law of the various Grand Jurisdictions. Different
historical backgrounds, different characteristics and ideas have left their impression upon all
Grand Lodges. In the majority of essentials, they are one; in some particulars they hold divergent
views.
With the “Old Charges” for precedent, the first “General Regulations” for organic law, Grand
Lodges write and adopt their constitutions and laws and particular lodges write and adopt their
bylaws. Grand Masters formulate and issue edicts and make decisions; often these are later
incorporated by the Grand Lodge into the written law of the jurisdiction. All of these together,
except where they conflict (as some of the earlier “General Regulations” necessarily conflict
with later enactments made to supersede them) form the legal structure of Freemasonry.
Again, these “Ancient Landmarks” are an important part of Freemasonry. They are fundamental
principles which cannot be changed or modified. While Masonic students differ as to whether
these fundamental, unalterable principles can be reduced to definite terms or items, many Grand
Lodges have adopted lists varying in number of items, from a few to half a hundred. The whole
subject is a fertile field for research and discussion. For our present purposes, however, it should
suffice to know that the Grand Lodge of South Dakota, in common with many others, has
adopted the list which was formulated by that great Masonic student, Albert Mackey. Because of
the fundamental aspect of the material, list is presented herewith:
1.
2.
3.
4.

The modes of recognition.
The division of symbolic Masonry into three degrees.
The legend of the third degree.
The government of the fraternity by a presiding officer called a Grand Master, who is
elected from the body of the Craft.
5. The prerogative of the Grand Master to preside over every assembly of the Craft,
whatsoever and whenever held.
6. The prerogative of the Grand Master to grant dispensations for conferring degrees at
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irregular times.
7. The prerogative of the Grand Master to grant dispensation for opening and holding
lodges.
8. The prerogative of the Grand Master to make Masons at sight.
9. The necessity for Masons to congregate in lodges.
10. The government of every lodge by a Master and two Wardens.
11. The necessity that every lodge when congregated should be duly tiled.
12. The right of every Mason to be represented in all general meetings of the Craft and to
instruct his representatives.
13. The right of every Mason to appeal from the decision of his brethren in lodge convened
to the Grand Lodge or General Assembly of Masons.
14. The right of every Mason to visit and sit in every regular lodge.
15. That no visitor not known to some brother present as a Mason can enter a lodge without
undergoing an examination.
16. That no lodge can interfere in the business or labor of another lodge.
17. That every Freemason is amenable to the laws and regulations of the Masonic jurisdiction
in which he resides.
18. That every candidate for initiation must be a man, freeborn and of lawful age.
19. That every Mason must believe in the existence of God as the Grand Architect of the
Universe.
20. That every Mason must believe in a resurrection to a future life.
21. That a book of the law of God must constitute an indispensable part of the furniture of
every lodge.
22. That all men in the sight of God are equal and meet in the Lodge on one common level.
23. That Freemasonry is a fraternal society in possession of secrets that cannot be divulged to
the uninitiated.
24. That Freemasonry consists of a speculative science, founded on an operative art.
25. That the Landmarks of Masonry can never be changed.
DUTIES AND PRIVILEGES OF A MASTER MASON
You will not find the duties, rights, and privileges of a Master Mason anywhere completely
stated and numbered. They are scattered here and there, some in symbols, others in the form of
customs, others in laws. Some are explicit, others are implied.
A Master Mason’s first duty is to live by and act consistently with his obligation. Unless this is
done he cannot perform his other duties, or justly claim his rights and privileges. With this as a
foundation, a number of those duties and rights can be cussed in detail.
A Master Mason is entitled to full privileges of membership, such as the right to a voice in the
administration of the affairs of the Lodge, to vote and to hold office, but he cannot demit until he
passes the proficiency test of the Third Degree.
It is a Master Mason’s duty, legal and moral, to pay his share of the financial costs of the
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Fraternity, promptly and ungrudgingly.
He has the right to petition for affiliation under various circumstances in accordance with the
provisions of the Code.
Visiting in lodges in which he does not hold membership is both a right and a privilege, though
not a duty. It is a right in the sense that he may seek admittance into any regular lodge; it is a
privilege the sense that his admission into that lodge is contingent upon his being vouched for, or
examined if necessary, and being permitted to enter by the Worshipful Master. If a Mason is not
permitted to enter some lodge at a certain time, the fact does not cancel his right to seek to visit it
at another time or to seek to visit any other lodge. The right to attempt to visit is indefeasible.
Masonic relief, within its proper limitations, is a privilege to be valued, on the one hand, and a
responsibility to be recognized, on the other. The Rite of Destitution in the First Degree provides
an object lesson that should never be forgotten, a the obligation of the Third Degree contains a
still broader definition of the requirements of Masonic relief.
Every affiliated Master Mason has the right to Masonic burial, and it may be granted to a nonaffiliate at the discretion of the Master. In practice his family has the right of requesting this
honor. This right is of more importance than may at first appear. If without giving cause a Lodge
refused to give Masonic burial, the community might naturally infer something reprehensible,
known only to the Lodge, and both his name and family would suffer accordingly.
Among the most important of his rights, though exercised under unhappy conditions,
is the right of trial by his peers, unregulated conditions, with freedom to present evidence. This
assures him that no Lodge can degrade him without a fair trial. Neither his Lodge, nor any officer
or member, can remove him through malice or spite; nor can he be made to suffer the penalties
of Masonry through idle gossip or hearsay.
If he is brought to trial in his own Lodge on charges of un-Masonic conduct and found guilty, he
has the right of appeal to the Grand Lodge. This right is his guaranty against possible injustice,
more particularly against local prejudice or spiteful persecution by some private enemy.
A Master Mason’s rights and privileges are to be described in principle and in spirit rather than in
detail. Beyond all specific duties, rights, and privileges exists a region in which all are mingled
together; the whole domain of Masonry’s teachings, her ritual and symbols, her history, her
ideals of jurisprudence, her philosophy, her literature, the whole Royal Art. It is his right to be
taught that Art and to have it in its fullness, none of it being reserved for a privileged few. It is
his to enjoy all the privileges it offers to the spirit, the mind, the heart. All that Freemasonry is,
all that it means, all that it has to give or to offer, belongs to every individual Mason in the same
way and to the same extent as to all others. However onerous your duties may prove to be, or
however rigidly your rights may at times appear to be regulated, such burdens sink into
nothingness by comparison and with this one privilege, that Freemasonry, in all her height and
breadth and length and richness, belongs to you to use and enjoy.
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OUTLINE
THE MASTER MASON DEGREE BOOKLET
I.

THE UNIQUE TIES OF FREEMASONRY.
(a) Close association with religion, a belief in Deity, and hope for immortality
(1)
Each Mason believes in a Great Architect of the Universe, reveres
religion, hopes for life after death
(b) Secrecy
(1)
Masons are even more closely united by the sharing of secrets not
possessed by the profane
(c) Antiquity of the Institution
(1)
Instinctive respect for that which has endured the passing of time without
basic change
(d) Freemasonry is a universal language
(1)
The beliefs and principles of Masonry are shared by every member
throughout the world
(e) Freemasonry is greater than the sum of all its parts

II.

THE MASTER MASON DEGREE IS INEXHAUSTIBLE IN ITS TEACHINGS.
(a) Like the two preceding degrees, the Master Mason Degree has many teachings to
impart
(1)
While presented only briefly, they are there for anyone who will seek them
out

III.

“REMEMBER NOW THY CREATOR . . .”
(a) Golden bowl, silver cord, the almond tree, etc.
(1)
Figures of speech representing the skull, spinal cord, white hair of age, etc.
(2)
The complete picture is that of an old man, feeling the approach of death,
who admonishes those about him to seek the comfort and haven afforded
only by God
(3)
“Remember now thy Creator . . .” – to seek the Great Architect of the
Universe at any period of life
a. Only in Him is found that lasting refuge and security from harm of
both the body and the spirit – which inevitably returns to Him Who
gave it

IV.

THE LEGEND OF HIRAM ABIF.
(a) The legend has its counterparts in the Ancient Mysteries of many countries
(b) One or more of these Ancient Mysteries may have inspired the inventors of the
Hiramic Legend in the early days of Speculative Masonry
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V.

THE MISSING WORD.
(a) The ancient Hebrew belief in a missing word of Ineffable Power
(1)
Name of Deity
a.
Used only by the priesthood and eventually by the high priest only
(b) In Freemasonry the missing word is a symbol of the constant search for Light or
Truth – Unity with Deity
(c) The Substitute Word – a symbol of the search itself

VI.

ADDITIONAL SYMBOLS OF THE DEGREE.
(a) The trowel;
(b) The three steps;
(c) The pot of incense;
(d) The bee-hive;
(e) The Book of Constitutions guarded by the Tyler’s sword;
(f) The sword pointing to the naked heart;
(g) The anchor and ark;
(h) The Forty-Seventh Problem of Euclid;
(i) The hour glass;
(j) The scythe;
(k) The setting maul, spade, and coffin;
(l) The sprig of acacia.

VII.

RIGHTS, PRIVILEGES, AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF A MASTER MASON.
(a) Masonic trial
(1)
A Mason must abide by the Constitution, Laws, Edicts of his Grand
Lodge, and the Bylaws of his Lodge
(2)
Must maintain and support the Landmarks and “ancient usages and
customs of the Fraternity”
(3)
A Mason is subject to his own jurisdictional authority and also to the
Jurisdiction in which he may be
(4)
Masonic offense: “Any act unbecoming to a good man and true”
(5)
Right to a just and impartial trial
(6)
Right of appeal to the Grand Lodge if found guilty
(7)
Types of punishment
a.
Reprimand
b.
Definite Suspension
c.
Indefinite Suspension
d.
Expulsion
(b) Duties of a Master Mason
(1)
Compliance with the Obligation
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(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Loyalty to the Lodge and to the Fraternity
Prompt payment of dues
Obedience to the laws of Masonry, written and unwritten
To be an affiliated Mason

(c) Rights and privileges of a Master Mason
(1)
The privilege of visitation
(2)
The privilege of being vouched for
(3)
The right to ask for Masonic relief
(4)
The privilege of demitting and reaffiliating
(5)
The right to a trial by his peers
(6)
The right to appeal if found guilty of Masonic misconduct
(7)
The right to Masonic burial
(8)
The right to appear in Masonic public processions
(9)
The right to join in the discussions of the Lodge, to vote, and to hold
office
(10) The right and privilege of giving Masonic service
(11) The right to be taught all that Masonry includes
(12) The right to enjoy all the privileges Masonry offers to the spirit, the mind,
and the heart
VIII.

THE CANDIDATE IS RECOMMENDED TO LEARN MORE OF THE
FRATERNITY THROUGH STUDY.

IX.

QUESTIONS.
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QUESTIONS FOR THE NEWLY RAISED
THE MASTER MASON
Q.
Why is it said that a candidate is “raised” to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason?
A.
This expression refers, MATERIALLY, to a portion of the ceremony of the third degree;
but, SYMBOLICALLY, it represents a resurrection after death and a Mason’s faith in
immortality. Here is the SUBLIME climax of the symbolic Degrees; and if a Brother misses its
meaning, sees the living, the dying, the “raising” of the Master only as a literal drama – designed
to teach the virtues of fortitude and inflexible fidelity – he has found Light, but partially. The
Sublime Degree to him is naught but a theatrical play. Carl Claudy in his book, Introduction to
Freemasonry, explained it in these words:
Instead of being concerned with moral principles and exhortations, as in the first degree,
or with architecture and learning as the second, the third is in answer to the cry of Job: “If
a man die, shall he live again?”
The degree delves into the deepest recesses of a man’s nature. While it leads the initiate into the
Sanctum Sanctorum of the Temple, it probes into the Holy of Holies of his heart. As a whole the
degree is symbolic of that age by the wisdom of which “we may enjoy the happy reflections
consequent on a well-spent life, and die in the hope of a glorious immortality.” But it is much
more than that. It is at once the universal and yearning question of man throughout all ages –
and its answer. It teaches no creed, no dogma, no religion; only that there is a hope of
immortality. When the lesson of the greatest hope and dearest wish of all mankind is made
manifest, the Sublime Degree turns to this life and this Brotherhood. The symbolism of the
Lion’s paw and the exposition of the Five Points of Fellowship tie together the Hiramic Legend
and daily living in a manner which no thoughtful man may see and hear without a thrill.
Q.
What is meant by “travel in foreign countries”?
A.
Our ancient operative brethren desired to become Masters so, when they traveled in
foreign countries, they could still practice their Craft. Speculative Freemasons still desire to
“travel in foreign countries” and study their Craft that they may receive such instruction as will
enable them to do so, and when so traveling to receive a Master’s Wages. But “foreign countries”
do not mean to us the various geographical and political divisions of the Old World, nor do we
use the Word we learn as a means of identification to enable us to build material temples and
receive coin of the realm for our labor. “Foreign countries” is to us a symbol. Like all the rest of
the symbols, it has more than one interpretation; but unlike many, none of these is very difficult
to trace or understand. Freemasonry itself is the first “foreign country” in which the initiate will
travel; a world as different from the familiar work-a-day world as France is different from
England, or Belgium from Greece. Surely such a land is a “foreign country” to the stranger
within its borders; and the visitor must study it, learn its language and its customs, if he is to
enjoy it, and profit thereby. Freemasonry has many “foreign countries” within it and he is the
wise and happy Freemason who works patiently at the pleasant task of visiting and studying
them. There are the foreign countries of philosophy, of jurisprudence, of history. No Freemason
is really worthy of the name who does not understand something of how his new land is
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governed, of what it stands for and why. And, too, there is the foreign country of symbolism of
which so much has already been said. As a Master Mason, a man has the right to travel in all the
foreign countries of Freemasonry. He will find the gateways to those lands in the library, in the
study club, in books and magazines, in visits to other Lodges at home and abroad, and most and
best of all, in the quiet hour alone, when what he has read and learned comes back to him to be
pondered over and thought through. One asks for a petition, prays one’s friends to take it to his
Lodge, knocks on the door, takes obligations, works to learn and finally receives the Master’s
Degree. One receives it, struggles for it, hopes for it…why? That one may travel in the far lands
and receive the reward there awaiting. Then why hesitate? Why wait? Why put off? Why allow
others to pass on and gain, while one stands, the gate open, the new land beckoning and all the
Masonic world to see? That is the symbolism of the “foreign countries.”
Q.
What are the essential differences in the first section of the Master Mason degree and the
corresponding sections of the two preceding degrees?
A.
Many of the differences are too obvious to require discussion. As a “progressive science”
Masonry advances the candidate according to a regular pattern which should be apparent to him
as the degrees unfold. The outstanding difference, of course, lies in the character of the numerous
and weighty obligations which are assumed by the Master Mason. With all possible emphasis it
should be stressed that EACH and EVERY point of his obligation is an important and complete
entity, and each is to be most rigidly observed and practiced. There is no recourse from any of
them. ALL are binding. Forever! If the new Master Mason will thoughtfully review his
obligations from time to time, he will be constantly aware of his responsibilities, and will realize
that EACH POINT has a highly important purpose and fits perfectly into an over-all pattern
which has been designed to establish his proper relationship to the Fraternity and to the Grand
Architect of the Universe and all of His creatures.
Q.
Why was King Solomon’s Temple selected as one of the central symbols of Freemasonry?
A.
King Solomon’s Temple was long noted as one of the most famous and magnificent
structures ever erected, as well as being the first temple to be dedicated to the one living and true
God. Its appeal from both the architectural and religious standpoints was irresistible to
Operative and Speculative Masons. Operative Masons must have revered the structure for its
magnificence, while to Speculative Masons this architectural perfection combined with its
religious significance made it the logical symbol around which to center the teachings of
Freemasonry. The allegory of the Master’s Degree is not true in any factual sense, except in the
historical background from the Biblical account of the building of the Temple. That the Hirams
were Grand Masters; that the workmen on the building were Entered Apprentices, Fellowcrafts
and Master Masons; that they met in the various apartments of the Temple, with different
numbers required for various quorums; that the events depicted in the ceremony actually
happened are not factual statements. Yet the allegory is true in the best sense of the word. For
the story of Hiram is the story of the dearest hope of mankind. It is a tale told in every religion.
It is affirmation, by picture, drama, story, of man’s rugged faith that Job’s immortal question, “If
a man die, shall he live again?” must be answered in the affirmative; it is a Mason’s observation
that truth, slain by error, will be born again; it is crucifixion and the resurrection of the Carpenter
who died between two thieves. The Masonic allegory is true in the deepest sense of the truth.
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Q.
What is the symbolic meaning of King Solomon’s Temple?
A.
Symbolic interpretations concerning the Temple of Solomon, in all of its aspects, are
practically inexhaustible. All rational opinion, however, seems to center in the symbolic
representation of Man as a Temple of God. I Corinthians 3:16, 17, says “Know ye not that ye are
the temple of God, and that the spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any man defile the temple of
God him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.” Thus, when
Freemasonry undertakes the idealistic task of elevating mankind through the strengthening of
character in the individual it seeks to so improve each Mason that he, as a symbolic Temple, will
be better fitted as a suitable dwelling place for the Most High God. The chief purpose of
Solomon’s Temple was to provide a suitable dwelling place for the Most High God in the
Sanctum Sanctorum or Holy of Holies. There are many who claim that it was the most perfect
edifice ever erected. Be that as it may, the fact remains that “perfection” was the goal. Just as
perfection of body, mind and character should be the goal of every Master Mason whereby he
may become a Temple suitable as a dwelling place for the Most High God. Thus Freemasonry
urges each Craftsman to erect his Temple of Character for the same purpose that brought into
being the great and “perfect” Temple of Solomon.
Q.
Where was Solomon’s Temple erected?
A.
The Temple was located on Mount Moriah, near the place Abraham was about to offer up
his son Isaac, and where David met and appeased the Destroying Angel. David purchased the
site from Ornan, the Jebusite, to whom he paid the sum of 50 shekels of silver according to II
Samuel 24:18-25, although the sum is stated to be 600 shekels in I Chronicles 21:18-27.
Q.
How long did it take to build the Temple?
A.
Seven and one half years were spent in its erection. The Temple was begun in 1011 B.C.,
480 years after the children of Israel came out of Egypt. It was completed in 1004 B.C.
Q.
A.

How long did the Temple of Solomon stand before being destroyed?
The Temple was destroyed in 586 B.C. by Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon.

Q.
Who was Solomon?
A.
He was the son of David and Bathsheba. Born about 997 B.C., he became King in 977
B.C. and died about 937 B.C. The name Solomon means “peaceful.”
Q.
Who was Hiram Abif?
A.
Hiram Abif was a widow’s son of the tribe of Naphtali, a man of Tyre. There is no
character in the annals of Freemasonry whose life story is so dependent on tradition as this
celebrated architect of King Solomon’s Temple. Of this artist, whom Freemasons recognize
sometimes as Hiram the Builder, sometimes as the Widow’s Son, but more commonly as Hiram
Abif, the earliest account is found in the I Book of Kings (7:13, 14).
And King Solomon sent and fetched Hiram out of Tyre. He was a widow’s son of the
tribe of Naphtali, and his father was a man of Tyre, a worker in brass, and he was filled
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with wisdom and understanding, and cunning to work all works in brass. And he came to
King Solomon and wrought all his work.
He is next mentioned in the II Chronicles (2:13, 14) in the following letter from Hiram of Tyre to
King Solomon:
And now I have sent a cunning man, endued with understanding, of Hiram my father’s.
The son of a woman of the daughters of Dan, and his father was a man of Tyre, skillful to
work in gold and in silver, in brass, in iron, in stone and in timber, in purple, in blue and
in fine linen and in crimson also to grave any manner of graving, and to find out every
device which shall be put to him, with thy cunning men, and with the cunning men of my
lord David, thy father.”
Q.
Where and how may I discover the lost word?
A.
In other rites you may receive other substitutes but the real Lost Word you shall never
find. This is the unanswerable question. It has been written:
Never may we find it here. You shall gaze through microscope and telescope and catch
no sight of its shadow. You shall travel many lands and far, and see it not. You shall
listen to all the words of all the tongues which all men have ever spoken and will speak –
the Lost Word is not heard. Were it but a word, how easy to invent another! But it is not
‘a’ word but ‘The’ Word, the great secret, the unknowable aspect which the Great
Architect sets before his children, a will-o’-the-wisp to follow, a pot of gold at the end of
a rainbow. Never here is it to be found, but the search for it is the reason for life. The
Sublime Degree teaches that in another life it may be found. That is why it is the
Sublime Degree.
Q.
What is the Lion of the Tribe of Judah?
A.
Judah was symbolized as a lion in his father’s death bed blessing. The lion was upon the
standard of the large and powerful tribe of Judah. “Lion of the Tribe of Judah” was one of
Solomon’s titles. Christian interpretation of the phrase springs from Revelation V: 5; “Behold,
the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose
the seven seals thereof.” The idea of a resurrection is curiously interwoven with the lion in all
ages and was connected with resurrection long before the Man of Galilee walked upon the earth.
In ancient Egypt, a lion raised Osiris from a dead level to a living perpendicular by a grip of his
paw; Egyptian carvings show a figure standing behind the Altar, observing the raising of the
dead, with its left arm raised, forming the angle of a square. The Lion of the Tribe of Judah,
considered as signifying a coming redeemer who would spring from the tribe, or meaning the
King of Israel who built the Temple, or symbolizing the Christ, must not be confused with the
Lion’s Paw which is a symbol of the Mystic Tie, the bond between Masons, the strength which
comes from unity.
Q.
A.

What are the Beasts of the Field?
Brother Carl Claudy stated that “superstition in the Middle Ages maintained that a man’s
Masonry – An Introduction – The Master Mason
Page 14

body must be buried while perfect if his soul were to go to heaven. Hence, the destroyed (eaten)
flesh of a body prevented resurrection.”
Q.
Does the Scripture recitation of Ecclesiastes, Chapter 12 have any significance?
A.
It most certainly does. In addition to being one of the most beautiful compositions of
majestic meter to be found anywhere, it has a most effective sermon to everyone who hears it.
Each verse expresses its own way the admonition to remember NOW thy Creator; NOW, before
one is contaminated by the world, or before the pleasures fail and the lights fade into darkness of
death or old age. To be fully appreciated, it should be understood that it was by Solomon himself,
not at the height of his glory, but after he had experienced a rich and abundant life and was in
declining age. His life had contained everything; pomp and power, great wisdom and immense
wealth and influence. It had all been taken from him and now in his old age he was preaching
against the vanities of life. His experience in life left little to be desired, yet perhaps much to be
avoided. So, now he was saying in the strongest possible terms and language at his command to
Remember NOW thy Creator before all these infirmities of old age creep upon one, when life
would have no pleasure. The darkening of the lights refers to oncoming blindness, the keepers of
the house are the hands which tremble with palsy in old age, the teeth are gone, the eyes no
longer see out windows, and the ears can no longer hear the sound of the grinding. All of these
expressions allude to the coming of death and the fear which comes to the elderly and aged.
Remember Now thy Creator before all these things happen, for surely and swiftly the time will
come when there will be no other help or hope, and these earthly bodies return to dust. “Then
the dust will return to the earth as it was, and the Spirit will return unto God who gave it.”
Q.
What importance is attached to the signs, words, and tokens of Masonry?
A.
First, of course, they are an essential part of our code of recognition, whereby a Mason
may prove himself to be a member of the Craft, or may recognize another as such. Although of
themselves they are not sufficient proof of membership in the fraternity, they constitute very
important links in the chain of evidence. Thus they become an essential part of a brother’s
examination for admittance as a visitor to a Lodge, in absence of proper avouchment. You are
reminded, too, that each sign, word and token has a symbolic meaning, which should enrich the
mind and improve your conduct as a Mason. Precision in the execution of all movements
connected with signs and grips is a splendid attribute for any Mason to cultivate. It not only
gives evidence that he understands the meaning of what he is doing, but also indicates his respect
for the dignity of his membership. “Sloppy” or careless, half-hearted movements are unsightly
and have no place in a Masonic Lodge.
Q.
Why are Masonic Rituals not the same in all states?
A.
Freemasonry came to the United States from several different sources (England, Ireland,
Scotland) and its spread westward formed Grand Lodges from Lodges which sprang from the 13
original colonies. These admixtures of rituals produced variations which were occasionally
increased by actions of Grand Lodges acting on recommendations of Grand Lecturers of Ritual
Committees. In the early days of Freemasonry in the United States many “traveling lecturers”
brought their own conceptions of “the true Masonic work” to far areas and taught these. All
rituals are “correct.” What a Grand Lodge approves as its ritual is “correct” for its Lodges. No
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rituals in the United States contradict each other; they vary in words and details, not in essentials.
Q.
What are the feasts of the Holy Saints John?
A.
The only traditional holidays of Ancient Craft Masonry are the Feasts of the Holy Saints
John to whom all Lodges are now dedicated. The origins of these feasts are veiled in antiquity,
but they were regularly celebrated by all Masons as late as the American Revolution. Masonic
history informs us that Washington regularly attended these feasts during the time he was leading
the Continental Army.
Q.
Who was Pythagoras and what did he do for Masonry?
A.
Pythagoras was one of the most remarkable and able Greek philosophers. He established
a system of schools, of a secret order, in Crotona. Some Masonic scholars believe that the
esoteric (secret) Masonic doctrines are derived from his schools. Pythagoras was a profound
student of the science of numbers. He is credited by Anderson in his Constitutions with the
discovery of the Forty-Seventh Problem of Euclid, although it really was discovered by
Archimedes.
Q.
A.

What are “High Twelve” and “Low Twelve”?
High Twelve signifies noon, and Low Twelve midnight.

Q.
Who wrote the Masonic funeral dirge?
A.
David Vinton, one of the early “traveling Masonic lecturers,” was the author. He was
born January 6, 1774, at Medford, Massachusetts, and died at Shakertown, Kentucky, in July
1833. The dirge, set to the music of Pleyel’s Hymn, was first published at Dedham,
Massachusetts, in 1816.
Q.
Where did the word trowel originate?
A.
Strange has been the ways of words, trowel among many others! At a time long before
the Greeks there was a word which meant “to stir.” The Greeks themselves adopted it as the
name for a spoon or ladle with which a woman stirred a pot. When it was taken over into Latin
this became trua, a flat ladle, a small-sized one being called a trulla. The latter word traveled
across France to England and there became the word trowel. The trowel used by the operative
mason had a point, a flat blade, and an offset handle, but even so it maintained two of the
original meanings, for he used his implement to stir up his cement to a smooth consistency, and
to ladle it onto the stone. In time it came to signify the last step in constructing a wall and
therefore is an appropriate working tool for the last degree in Ancient Craft Masonry.
Q.
Am I entitled to burial as a Master Mason?
A.
To be eligible for a Masonic burial a deceased brother must meet the following
requirements: (1) He must be an Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft, or Master Mason, (2) He must
be in good standing, that is, he may not be under sentence of suspension or expulsion, or dimitted
at the time of his death, (3) He need not necessarily be affiliated with the Lodge within whose
jurisdiction he dies, and (4) His death must be honorable, that is, death in a brawl, in a fit of
intoxication or by legal execution will deprive a departed Mason of this honor.
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Q.
My grandfather used to tell my mother, “If you ever need help, just call on the Masons.”
Is this true? What about Masonic relief?
A.
The expression, “Just call on the Masons,” is one of the most misunderstood of all the
many popular beliefs regarding Freemasonry. When your grandfather told mother to “call on the
Masons” if she needed help that did not mean that an open sesame could be provided the
descendant of a Mason for the asking. It did mean that the wife or minor child of a Mason,
living or dead, is entitled to Masonic relief under the same conditions that would apply to a
Master Mason. To be eligible to apply for relief, a Mason must not be under the sentence of
suspension or expulsion and “he must be deemed worthy.” Missouri holds to the principle that
the adult child of a Master Mason is not considered an orphan in the sense. Also it is a generally
accepted principle that the widow of a Master Mason, upon remarriage, forfeits any claim to
Masonic consideration on the membership of her first husband. A Master Mason is obligated to a
brother and to his widow and orphans TO THE EXTENT OF HIS ABILITY. A Lodge which
finds a sojourning Mason, his widow or orphans in destitute circumstances should afford them
temporary relief, in the meantime notifying the Lodge to which they belong, and thereafter be
governed by its instructions. When a stranger representing himself as a Mason applies for relief
to another Mason the usual practice is to refer the needy brother to the Worshipful Master of the
Lodge. Oftentimes this is the means of detecting imposters.
Q.
If I want to visit another Lodge, how do I proceed?
A.
To visit a Lodge, a brother must be able to exhibit a current receipt for dues, and, if not
vouched for by a brother who has actually sat in Lodge with him, he must pass a creditable
examination before an examining committee on essentials of the three degrees.
Q.
What is the duty of a Mason in respect to attendance at his Lodge?
A.
The Ancient Charges cite the medieval law that “in Ancient Times no Master or Fellow
could be absent from it (his Lodge), especially when warned to appear at it, without incurring a
severe Censure, unless it appeared to the Master and Wardens that pure necessity hindered him.”
Modern Speculative Freemasonry has no minimum attendance requirements; offers no
attendance prizes; prescribes no penalty for absence. But certainly a Master Mason is Morally
obigated to be loyal to the Lodge which permits him to enjoy the benefits of Freemasonry and
this includes at least occasional attendance at the meetings of the Lodge.
Q.
Under what circumstances should I use the black ball or cube in balloting?
A.
A Mason should not hesitate to use the black cube in balloting on a petitioner for
membership if he is convinced in his heart, after due inquiry into his own motives, that the
petitioner is unworthy. Personal likes or dislikes, misunderstandings or grudges should be put
aside in that solemn moment. The only standard should be: Will this petitioner uphold or injure
the good of Freemasonry if he should become a member?
Q.
How do I properly enter a Lodge while it is at labor?
A.
The tyler should give the alarm to the Junior Deacon and announce that you wish to enter
the Lodge. You should then wait the will and pleasure of the Worshipful Master, and upon
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receiving permission to enter, you should walk to the altar, salute the Worshipful Master with the
proper sign and await his invitation to be seated.
Q.
How do I proceed if I desire to transfer my membership to another Lodge?
A.
First you should notify the Lodge of which you are a member that you desire to transfer
and secure from the Secretary a certificate of good standing, which is valid for only 90 days.
Then you should petition the Lodge of your choice for affiliation by transfer. If you are elected,
your former Lodge will grant a dimit and thereby complete the transfer. Should you fail to be
elected to affiliate with the other Lodge, your membership will remain unimpaired in the first
Lodge.
Q.
If I desire to sever connections with my Lodge, how may I do so honorably?
A.
You may direct a request in writing to your Lodge asking for a dimit which is a document
certifying that you have withdrawn or resigned, and that at the time of your withdrawal you were
in good standing in the Lodge. A demit should be guarded carefully, because should you wish to
reaffiliate with a Lodge it will be necessary that you deposit your demit with your petition for
reaffiliation. Certain regulations and restrictions govern the issuance of demits and you should
become familiar with them before making a request or a demit.
Q.
When are Lodge dues payable?
A.
Annual dues are payable in every Lodge on or before January 1st of each year. This date
is fixed by law and is incorporated into the bylaws of every Lodge.
Q.
If I am financially unable to pay my dues, what should I do?
A.
One who is financially unable to pay his dues should so notify his Lodge and the Lodge
may then by vote remit his dues for that year.
Q.
What rules govern a brother while speaking in a Lodge?
A.
A brother who desires to speak should arise, address the Worshipful Master and await
recognition. He should observe due order and decorum and should not discuss subjects, which
might disturb the harmony of the Lodge such as political or religious matters. He should not
speak more than twice upon the same subject, unless it be to explain, without permission of the
Lodge.
Q.
What are Grand Honors?
A.
Grand Honors may be described as a Masonic salute, given to distinguished brethren in
authority or on specified ceremonial occasions.
Q.
What organizations and individuals are subject to the Constitution, Laws, Rules and
Regulations of the Grand Lodge of South Dakota?
A.
The Lodges and their members subordinate to the Grand Lodge, members of other Grand
Jurisdictions residing or sojourning in the state, and all other organizations, membership in
which is predicated upon being a Mason.
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Q.
Why “Grand” Lodge? What is grand about it?
A.
Grand is used in the same sense as in grant total, grandfather, meaning first, principal or
most important. It does not mean a Lodge that is “grand” in the same sense that it is a big,
impressive, beautiful, as when the word is used in “a grand spectacle, a grand performance.”
Q.
What is a recognized Grand Lodge?
A.
A recognized Grand Lodge is any Grand Lodge with which the Grand Lodge of South
Dakota maintains fraternal relations. The members of recognized Grand Lodges and the
members of their constituent Lodges are authorized to visit Lodges within the other’s jurisdiction
and to enjoy the Masonic fellowship therein.
Q.
How does a Grand Lodge become recognized?
A.
By conforming to our system of Landmarks and practicing the essential portions of our
ritual and regulations. Each Grand Lodge maintains a Committee on Recognition which
continually examines the practices of other Grand Lodges and recommends approval or
withdrawal of recognition based on that Grand Lodge’s system of Landmarks, ritual and
regulations.
Q.
How can I find out what Grand Lodges are recognized?
A.
Our Grand Secretary publishes each year in the proceedings a list of recognized Grand
Lodges with whom we are in fraternal relations. Each Lodge also should have a copy of the list
of regular or recognized Lodges readily available so that an examining committee may easily
ascertain whether a visitor is entitled to sit in one of our South Dakota Lodges. If he bears a
membership card from a Lodge not in that list, he is presumed to be clandestine and not to be
admitted.
Q.
What is Jurisdiction?
A.
It refers to the State. For example, the “Jurisdiction of Massachusetts” or the
“Jurisdiction of Oregon” means the Grand Lodge and all the individual Lodges of those states. It
also refers to the power of the Grand Master. He has the jurisdiction over all the Masons in his
state whether they are members of his Lodges or sojourning Masons from other Grand Lodges.
In some Grand Jurisdictions it may refer to the territory over which a Lodge has control as far as
petitions are concerned. Sometimes jurisdictional lines are tightly drawn so that no Lodge
accepts a petition from one who lives within the territorial jurisdiction of another Lodge. In
many cities concurrent jurisdiction is usual, any man being free to apply to any Lodge within the
city limits. South Dakota lodges do not have specific territorial jurisdiction.
Q.
How should I make myself known as a Mason among strangers?
A.
If one is going to be in a community for some time, the best way to establish Masonic
intercourse is to find out when the Lodge meets and present yourself for examination. Do not
force yourself upon the brethren; just use your ordinary good sense of propriety and good
manners. Chances are that the brethren will be delighted to welcome you and will be glad to
extend their hospitality. You have no “right” to impose yourself upon anyone. However, you do
have an obligation to conduct yourself as a Mason should, and if you do, the chances are that you
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will be graciously received and welcomed.
Q.
What is my duty to a “Sojourner”?
A.
There is no cut and dried answer to this question. It depends pretty much upon
circumstances. Many a courtesy has been extended to a visiting brother even though the visitor
never drew near a Lodge room. That is one of the delightful things about Freemasonry. One
never knows when he will need a friend and one never knows where he will find one. Masonic
courtesy should never be demanded. At the same time if a brother finds that there is a need he
should make it his duty to try and be of assistance. Usually the finest examples of Masonic
courtesy never get widespread attention. In fact Lodge officers sometimes do not even hear of
the good deeds which are done in the name of Masonry to those who are away from home and
find themselves in need. That need may not be money or food. More often it is some case of
sickness or distress.
Q.
Is it expected that I trade only with a Mason?
A.
The Brother Carl Claudy said it exceedingly well: “Masonry is most emphatically not a
back scratching organization, a Board of Trade, a Chamber of Commerce, or a mutual admiration
society. There is no obligation, actual or implied, which demands that because you have become
a Mason you must forsake all those with whom you have been dong business…and give your
orders to brethren…”. Everything else being equal a Mason will usually find that he will want to
do business with one whom he feels he can trust. However, the matter is entirely voluntary and
under no circumstances should one Mason reprimand another for failure to do business with a
brother.
Q.
Is it true that Masonry does not seek publicity?
A.
Yes. However, some modification or interpretation is coming into vogue. Time was
when Masonry did not permit any public acknowledgement of meetings, or other activities.
Only a formal notice of meeting or of a funeral service was permissible. Well-informed brethren
now take the position that Freemasonry must never seek publicity in the sense of propaganda, or
with an endeavor to gain favorable position, any more than it should permit the solicitation of a
petition. However, they feel that it is not desirable to completely hide our light under a bushel
basket and that it is entirely proper to give public notice of such things as our Masonic charities,
cornerstone laying, and kindred or similar activities.
Q.
What is a dispensation?
A.
A permission from the Grand Lodge to do certain things otherwise forbidden by Masonic
law. A Grand Master may grant a dispensation to shorten the time between degrees, to form a
new Lodge, etc. In general he cannot give a dispensation which sets aside either the laws of the
Grand Lodge or the bylaws of a particular Lodge, except as set forth in the Book of Law,
Constitutions, or Code of the Grand Lodge.
Q.
Why are the Square and Compasses more important than other working tools?
A.
Without compasses no accurate square can be made. Without a square no building can be
erected. Square and compasses are universally the symbol of a Master Mason; of Freemasonry.
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In modern Masonic ritual, the compasses are “dedicated to the Craft” and are emblematic of the
restraint of violent passions. Here “passions” refers to any over-emotional lack of control. It is
passions in the larger sense; intemperance, temper, unjust judgment, intolerance, selfishness, that
the spiritual compasses circumscribe. The positions of the square and compasses in the three
degrees are universally symbols of light, further light, more light.
Q.
Why are a Past Master’s compasses, in his jewel, open at 60 degrees on a quadrant
instead of on a square?
A.
The compasses open 60 degrees are in easy position to construct a square. The Master
has worn the square while he presided; now as Past Master, he is supposed to be in possession of
the knowledge necessary to make a square, hence the position of the compasses and quadrant.
There are many geometric methods of erecting a square; the Past Master’s jewel hints at one of
the simplest and most used methods as best for the Past Master to employ in instructing his
successor.
Q.
Why does parliamentary law not apply in a Lodge?
A.
Parliamentary law, which governs the usual body of men assembled in any organization,
cannot govern a Masonic Lodge. A Master may put a motion, which has been proposed or
seconded. He can close debate at his pleasure. He does not have to put a question even after
debate if he does not desire to do so. He entertains no motion to “lay on the table” or to
“postpone” or “to adjourn.” No one can “move the previous question” in a Masonic Lodge and
so on. The reason is found in the responsibility, which is the Master’s. The Grand Lodge and the
Grand Master hold him responsible for everything that happens in his Lodge. There are certain
things he cannot do without Lodge action such as spend Lodge money. He cannot open before
the time stated in the bylaws for a regular communication. But the Lodge cannot dictate to him
what can be discussed, and if, in his judgment, something should not be discussed or acted upon,
it is for him and him only to say that it should or should not. Were it otherwise, a Lodge might
“run away” with him, and in enthusiasm do that for which the Grand Lodge or Grand Master
would censure or punish him. Therefore, the Master has full control of debate, work, and acts.
Ordinary parliamentary law, which might interfere with that control, does not apply.
Q.
Why is it un-Masonic to disclose how one has balloted?
A.
In all Jurisdictions the ballot on candidates is secret and inviolable. It is considered unMasonic, and in most Jurisdictions it is against Masonic law, for any brother to divulge how he
has balloted or will ballot on any candidate. Masters are instructed strictly to adhere to this
requirement. A ballot is sometimes immediately retaken, because the appearance of a two (2)
black cubes may be an error; the cubes may have been cast by mistake. If the two (2) black
cubes appear the second time, presumably it was intentionally cast. If two (2) black balls/cubes
appear in the ballot box, the Master, without declaring a rejection, shall at once order a second
Ballot for the purpose of correcting a possible mistake, which shall be the last; but in no case
after one Ballot has been had, shall any discussion be permitted in the Lodge before the second is
taken, nor shall the second Ballot be postponed to another Communication. It requires at least
two black balls/cubes to reject. One ballot elects the Candidate for the three Degrees. Ballots
differ in different Jurisdictions. In some a “collective ballot” may be taken on several candidates
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at once; if a black cube appears, each name is then balloted on separately. In others, a “multiple
ballot box” is used, with a compartment for each name, which is printed above it. In still others
each name is balloted on separately from the beginning.
Q.
A.

If a petition is rejected, how long is it before the petitioner can repetition?
Six months.

Q.
What is a Rite?
A.
Mackey says it derives from the Latin and signifies an approved custom or usage.
Masonically it signifies a method of conferring Masonic light by a collection and distribution of
degrees. The original system consisted of only the three symbolic degrees and it was agreed at
the union of the two Grand Lodges of England in 1813 that “pure Ancient Masonry consists of
three degrees and no more, they are: those of the Entered Apprentice, the Fellow Craft, and the
Master Mason, including the Supreme Order of the Holy Royal Arch.” In American systems, the
beautiful degrees of the York and Scottish Rites supplement the Symbolic degrees. The York Rite
adds the Mark Master, Past Master, Most Excellent Master, and Royal Arch in the Chapter, the
Cryptic Rites of Royal and Select Master (and in many states the Super Excellent Master) of the
Council, plus the Orders of the Commandery of Knights Templar. The Allied Masonic Degrees
and Red Cross of Constantine are also part of the York Rite. The Scottish Rite dates from 1758 in
Paris and from 1801 in the United States and consists of 32 degrees, including the three degrees
given in the “Blue Lodge.” There are two Supreme Councils of this rite in the United States: the
Southern Supreme Council in the west and south with headquarters in Washington, D.C., and the
Northern Supreme Council in the northeast, headquarters at Boston, Massachusetts.
Q.
How many signers of the Declaration of Independence were Masons?
A.
Masonic scholars do not agree on this point, but on the basis of recent research,
particularly that provided by the Grand Lodge of Minnesota, the following is generally accepted:
1. Benjamin Franklin - 1 of 13 positively known Masonic signers of Constitution of
the U.S., member of St. John’s Lodge, Tun Tavern, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
Past Provincial Grand Master of Pennsylvania.
2. Elbridge Gerry, member of Philanthropic Lodge, Marblehead, Massachusetts.
3. John Hancock, made a Master Mason, at the age of 23, in 1760, in Merchants
Lodge No. 1, Quebec City, the first civilian Lodge established in Canada after the
Conquest. In 1763, he went to Boston, Massachusetts, where he affiliated with St.
Andrew’s Lodge.
4. William Hooper, member of Hanover Lodge, Masonborough, North Carolina.
5. Richard Stockton, charter member, and first Master of St. John’s Lodge,
Princeton, New Jersey.
6. Matthew Thornton, made a Mason in a Lodge attached to a British Regiment of
Foot during the Siege of Louisburg, Canada, in 1745, serving in a New
Hampshire Colonial Regiment as a surgeon. Baron Von Steuben, while at Valley
Forge, is said to have conferred the higher Degrees on him and to have been the
only Signer who attained the 32nd Degree of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite.
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7. George Walton, member of Solomons Lodge No. 1, Savannah, Georgia.
8. William Whipple, member of St. John’s Lodge No. 1, Portsmouth, New Jersey.
The following named Signers have been referred to as members of the Fraternity by
various Masonic writers, and in Masonic publications, but their Lodge affiliation is not
known:
9. Roger Sherman, claimed to have been made a Mason prior to the American
Revolution. A Masonic Apron said to be worn by him is in the collection at Yale
University.
10. Josiah Bartlett, one so named is listed as a charter member of King Solomon’s
Lodge, Charlestown, Massachusetts. Descendants, however, say he was not a
member of the Craft. There is doubt that this Bartlett is the signer, and records of
the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts do not show his Lodge affiliation.
11. Philip Livingston, often referred to as a Mason, but this is open to debate. Records
of the Grand Lodge of New York do not disclose his name. Several members,
named Livingston, are noted in the records of Holland Lodge No. 8, New York
City, New York.
12. Joseph Hewes. Records of Unanimity Lodge No. 7, Edenton, North Carolina,
show his name as a visitor on St. John’s Day, December, 1776.
13. Robert Treat Paine, member of a Massachusetts Lodge. The Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts records do not show his affiliation. He was said to be present at the
celebration of St. John’s Day, Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, in June, 1759.
14. Thomas McKean, noted as a frequent visitor to Perseverance Lodge No. 2l,
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. The McKean genealogy has stated he was a Mason,
although his name is not found on the records of the Grand Lodge of Delaware,
which was not organized until the close of the American Revolution. A brother,
Samuel McKean, was a member of the Fraternity.
15. John Penn, known to have attended Lodges in North Carolina, but his Masonic
affiliation is not known.
16. Lyman Hall, claimed to have been a member of Solomons Lodge No. 1,
Savannah, Georgia.
17. William Ellery, claimed as a member of a Lodge in Boston, Massachusetts.
18. Thomas Nelson, Jr., claimed to have visited Lodge No. 9, Yorktown, Virginia,
after the Siege of that place was lifted in the Revolutionary War, accompanied by
Lafayette and Washington.
Absence of definite proof of the Masonic affiliation of the Signers named in the
foregoing paragraphs, precludes the possibility of knowing.
This is also the case with Thomas Jefferson; John Adams; Benjamin Rush; Robert
Morris; John Witherspoon; George Wythe; Francis Lightfoot Lee; Richard Henry Lee;
and others. Caesar Rodney of Delaware had a son, Caesar Augustus Rodney, who was
known to be a member of the Craft. George Read, another Signer from Delaware, had a
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son, George M. Read, who was Grand Master of Pennsylvania. Samuel Huntington had a
son who was Grand Master of Ohio.
Q.
There is a national memorial erected to George Washington, the Mason. Where is it?
A.
The George Washington Masonic National Memorial is situated on Shuter’s Hill, or
Shooter’s Hill, at the outskirts of Alexandria, Virginia, on land once owned by Washington and
on a site originally proposed for the location of the Capitol of the United States. The movement
to erect this great Memorial originated in 1910. The cornerstone was laid in 1923 and the
Memorial was dedicated in 1932. Masons of South Dakota, individually and through their Grand
Lodge, have contributed liberally to the erection and maintenance of this Memorial.
Q.
How many Presidents of the United States have been Masons?
A.
There is documentary evidence that 14 were Freemasons: George Washington, James
Monroe, Andrew Jackson, James K. Polk, James Buchanan, Andrew Johnson, James A. Garfield,
William McKinley, Theodore Roosevelt, William Howard Taft, Warren G. Harding, Franklin D.
Roosevelt, Harry S. Truman, and Gerald Ford.
Q.
What is a Lodge of Research?
A.
A Masonic Lodge of Research gathers and disseminates by discussion or publication
information primarily of historical character pertaining to the origin and development of
Freemasonry and the members who have contributed to its growth and development.
Q.
Are there many such Lodges of Research?
A.
Yes. There are many United States jurisdicitions with Lodges of Research, including
South Dakota, plus many outside of the United States. The premier or first and oldest Lodge of
Masonic Research was organized in London, England. It is commonly referred to as AQC or
more properly, Quatuor Coronati Lodge No. 2076. It is the largest Masonic Research Lodge in
the world. Membership in the South Dakota Lodge of Masonic Research is open to any Master
Mason in good standing.
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